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Foreword 


Dorothy  Burr  Harper  Tucker  had  t\MD  life  works.  One  was  social  work.  She 
started  as  a  social  worker  in  Madison,  Wisconsin  and  then  as  a  case  worker  in 
Grant  County,  Wisconsin,  working  out  of  Lancaster  and  Platteville.  Then  she 
became  Director  of  the  Mental  Health  Guidance  Center  in  Manitowoc, 
Wisconson  until  her  retirement  in  the  1980's. 

Doing  the  Burr  family  history  and  linked  lineages  was  Dorothy's  other  life 
work  for  at  least  25  years.  She  spent  many  happy  hours  gleaning  information 
from  relatives,  city,  county,  and  state  vital  records!  and  other  types  of  records, 
genealogical  societies,  family  history  libraries  in  many  places,  especially  in 
Logan  and  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.    She  had  a  knack  of  making  family  history  more 
than  just  names,  places,  and  dates.  She  made  it  come  alive  and  personal  with 
stories  about  individual  ancestors  that  made  her  family  aware  and  proud  of  their 
ancestors'  contributions  to  the  Mayflower,  Puritans,  colonial  settlements,  the 
American  Revolution,  and  expansion  of  the  nation. 

Dorothy  was  bom  in  Red  Cedar,  Wisconsin,  now  Durand,  on  March  16, 
1914.    Her  parents,  Hugh  and  Florence  Harper  later  moved  to  Cornerstone 
Farm  at  Lancaster,  where  she  grew  up.  She  earned  her  Bachelor  of  Arts  in 
sociology  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin  in  Madison  and  later  a  Master  degree  in 
Social  Work  at  UCLA. 

Often  Dorothy  said  the  oldest  child  the  family  learns  to  be  a  people  helper. 
She  had  a  natural  inclination  to  help  people  including  her  five  siblings,  Alice,  Bill, 
Hugh,  Jean,  Ann,  and  other  family  members.    Social  work  was  fore-ordained  for 
Dorothy. 

Dorothy  currently  lives  at  Life  Care  Center  of  Gwinnett,  Room  147,  3850 
Safehaven  Drive,  Laurenceville,  Georgia  30244.  Her  daughter  and  son-in-law, 
Nancy  and  Armand  Masse  and  their  children,  Heather  and  Kevin,  live  at  4710 
Settles  Point  Road,  Suwanee,  Georgia  30174. 


DOROTHY  BURR  HARPER  TUCKER 


FAMILY  HISTORIAN 


Dedicated  to  my  wonderful  mother,  Florence  Burr  Harper 


Appreciation 

Many  persons  contributed  to  this  genealogy,  particularity  those  persons 
who  compiled  books  about  the  early  histories  of  our  ancestors  In  England  and  in 
New  England.  One  researcher  who  was  basically  fundamental  in  this  endeavor 
was  Dr.  Claude  Willis  Barlow,  Ph.D.,  FAAR,  Fellow  of  the  American  Society  of 
Genealogy.  He  concentrated  on  families  of  southern  New  England  and 
Conncectlcut.  We  are  deeply  grateful  to  him. 

To  Ethyl  (Burr)  Talbot,  who  gave  so  very  much  information  from  her 
memory,  her  records,  and  her  great  interest. 

To  Jim  and  Sue  Huff,  who  suggested  a  trip  to  Vermont  and  Darien,  New 
York,  which  were  the  starting  places  of  our  genealogical  searches. 

To  Allen  and  Alice  Stokes,  vy/ho  housed  me  on  genealogical  hunting  trips 
to  Phoenix,  Arizona;  the  great  Family  History  Library  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah;  and 
the  Genealogical  Library  in  Logan,  Utah. 

To  the  Los  Angeles  and  New  York  City  Public  Libraries. 

I  am  most  appreciative  of  the  interest  expressed  by  so  many  Burr 
descendants.  I  am  also  so  very  grateful  that  this  encouragement  kept  me  at 
family  history  gatherings,  so  that  my  days  in  a  senior  citizen  colony  are  not 
empty.  I  work  at  writing  up  all  the  data  that  has  been  given  and  accumulated. 

I  am  deeply  appreciative  of  Armand  Masse's  suggestion  that  I  needed  a 
computer  to  do  the  writing.  He  was  so  right. 

To  my  daughter,  Nancy  Masse,  who  has  taken  over  a  lot  of  the  flotsam 
and  jetsom  of  living,  letting  me  have  my  time  with  energy  to  work  at  getting  this 
written. 

To  cousins  Helen  (Edge)  and  Harold  King  who  suggested  a  trip  to 
Dakota,  where  Benjamin  Franklin  Burr  is  buried;  and  to  Red  Oak,  Iowa  where 
Lillian  Burr  was  bom  on  the  way  home  by  covered  wagon  from  a  trip  to  South 
Dakota,  to  see  if  they  would  want  to  live  there  (they  did  not). 

Special  thanks  to  Mrs.  Robert  Burr  Shymkus;  Mrs.  Jean  (Burr)  Shymkus; 
and  Donald  G.  Talbot,  grandson  of  Oriie  Ethyl  Burr. 

Many  thanks  to  other  helpers,  through  con-espondence:  Dr.  Claude 
Barlow;  Alan  Burr;  H.  W.  Harmon;  Betty  Keehn;  Susan  Stokes  McCrory;  Abiel 
Parmenter;  Mrs.  Shirley  Paterson;  Donna  Potter  Phillips;  Betty  Burr  Shymkus; 
Marvel  Swan;  Ethyl  Burr  Talbot;  Charity  (Packard)  Burr  Tisdale;  Jean  Warner; 
and  Mary  Woodman. 

We  also  owe  much  appreciation  to  the  many  people  who  helped  our 
gathering  all  this  genealogical  data  on  our  Burr  line:  Mrs.  Belva  Birch;  Mrs. 
Alston  Burr;  Arthur  K.  Burr;  Mrs.  J.  H.  Burr,  Jr.;  Mrs.  Marie  C.  Carlton;  Peg  Ennis; 
Mary  M.  Howes;  Mrs.  Eric  W.  Johnson  and  the  staff  of  the  Vermont  Historical 
(Library)  Society  in  Montpelier;  Mrs.  Vivian  Viola  Kill;  Harold  and  Helen  (Edge) 
King;  John  E.  Lake;  Vera  Burr  Macke;  Barbara  P.  Mason;  Carita  Nystrom; 
Richard  Parsons;  Eleanor  (Grisvy/old)  Schmidt,  of  the  Swift  River  Valley  Historical 


Society  (Massachusetts);  and  Richard  N.  Sharp,  his  wife,  and  daughter 
Gertrude. 

Special  thanks  to  Paul  Hefti  for  doing  a  formidable  task  of  putting  all  these 
notes  into  a  manuscript  and  getting  it  ready  for  print. 

To  my  niece,  Susan  Stokes,  and  my  sister,  Alice  Stokes,  for  proofreading. 
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Some  Historical  Perspectives 


The  Mayflower  Society 

Buckley,  Wm.  B.,  'The  Mayflower  Sodety, "Wall  Street  Journal,  25  November 
1987. 

Mayflower  Society:  A  very  select  group  of  about  25  million. 

Historians  say  26  of  the  102  people  who  crossed  the  Atlantic  on  the 
Mayflower  in  1620,  and  later  celebrated  the  first  Thanksgiving,  had  children  who 
had  children  v\4io  had  children.  Today,  about  12  generations  later,  the 
Mayflower  passengers  may  well  have  25  million  descendants. 

"It  could  be  one  out  of  every  10  people  on  the  street,"  says  the  Governor 
General  of  the  Society  of  Mayflower  Descendants. 

To  join  the  Mayflower  Society  you  need  proof.  Only  22,000  people  have 
managed  or  bothered  to  join  the  90-year-old  group.  For  the  past  six  years,  the 
society  has  been  very  picky  about  whom  it  will  admit.  It  has  even  been 
demanding  that  children  of  current  members  document  their  bloodlines  all  the 
way  back  to  the  boat. 

Mary  Crismore,  a  79-year-old  Indiana  woman  who  joined  the  society  in 
the  1960s  and  eventually  became  governor  general  of  the  Indiana  chapter, 
hasn't  yet  succeeded  in  getting  her  grandson  in.  She  says  that  four  years  ago 
the  Historian    General,  the  society's  staff  genealogist,  "told  me  my  line  wasn't 
any  good." 

Mrs.  Crismore  is  angry  and  she  is  defiant.  "I  know  the  man  was  wrong," 
she  says.  To  vindicate  herself,  Mrs.  Crismore  plans  to  resubmit  her  line,  with 
additional  documentation  she  has  gathered;  she  remains  an  active  member, 
under  a  rule  that  anyone  who  has  ever  been  admitted  to  membership  remains 
so. 

It  is  possible  to  get  dumped  by  the  society  if  you  aren't  alive  to  defend 
yourself.  Two  years  ago,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  members,  William 
Howard  Taft,  was  booted  out  posthumously. 

A  photocopy  of  President  Taft's  application  for  membership  was  stamped 
"rejected"  and  posted  in  the  society's  offices  here.    Research  had  discovered 
Mr.  Taft  was  in  fact  descended  from  the  second  wife  of  a  17th  century  farmer. 
The  farmer's  first  wife  was  the  one  with  the  pedigree. 

Many  in  the  society  think  things  have  gone  too  far.  At  the  triennial 
September  meeting,  the  present  Historian  General,  Barbara  Merrick,  a  hard-liner 
on  documentation,  was  deposed  from  her  $10,000  a  year  job  for  brusquely 
rejecting  applicants  who  didn't  submit  copies  of  birth,  marriage  and  death 
certificates  for  every  generation. 

The  society  replaced  her  with  someone  who,  while  strict,  is  tactful  and 
tractable.  Caroline  Kardell  says  she  demands  "every  available  proof,  but  in 
circumstantial  cases  I  give  it  fair-minded  reading." 


Since  ail  descendants  of  the  Pilgrims  are  eligible  for  membership,  it  would 
seem  logical  that  children  of  current  members  would  be  in  like  Flynn,  but  many 
members  joined  when  little  proof  was  required  and  their  credentials  in    some 
cases  are  suspect.  The  faction  that  currently  advocates  looser  proof  hopes  for 
membership  growth  under  the  new  historian  general. 

"Papers  are  sailing  through,"  says  Doris  Wiener,  who  heads  the  Ahzona 
chapter.  For  members  whose  ancestors  went  west  or  south  in  the  18th  century, 
flexibility  is  important  because  records  are  scarce  outside  New  England.  "As 
these  people  were  moving  west,  they  v\/ere  married  in  one  town  and  had  children 
in  another,"  says  Mrs  Wiener. 

Hal  C.  Pattison,  80,  former  brigadier  general  from  Fairfax,  Va,  and  a 
leader  in  the  movement  to  ease  standards  of  proof,  says,  "We  don't  want  people 
in  the  society  who  aren't  descendants  of  Mayflower  passengers,  (but)  we  feel  it's 
the  business  of  the  historian  general  to  demonstrate  there's  an  error  in  a  line 
rather  than  for  a  member's  child  or  grandchild  to  have  to  find  the  documents. 
General  Pattison  has  a  personal  interest  in  the  matter:  he  is  trying  to  get  his 
wife  into  the  group  on  the  strength  of  her  aunt's  testimony  as  to  the  validity  of 
evidence  that  Mrs.  Pattison  is  related  to  a  provable  descendant  of  the 
Mayflower. 

The  Mayflower  Society  is  one  of  more  than  1 00  ancestral  societies  in  the 
country.  There  is  the  200,000  member  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution, 
whose  members  trace  their  ancestry  to  Revolutionary  War  patriots.  There  are 
societies  for  descendants  of  the  earls  and  barons  who  forced  King  John  to  sign 
the  Magna  Carta;  descendants  of  soldiers  who  fought  in  Sherman's  march  to  the 
sea  in  the  Civil  War;  descendants  of  Colonial  tavern  keepers;  even  descendants 
of  illegitimate  children  of  British  kings.  Many  include  a  wide  range  of  ethnic  and 
racial  groups  in  their  membership. 


'The  Times  of  the  Mayflower" 

In  1620,  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  was  alive.  Queen  Elizabeth  had  been  dead 
for  seventeen  years.  Oliver  Cromwell  came  of  age.  Isaak  Walton  was 
twenty-seven  years-old.    Gallileo  was  fifty-six  years  old.  Shakespeare  had  died 
four  years  earlier.  King  James  I  was  about  fifty-four  years  old  (He  wrote  a  book 
about  witchcraft  and  a  blast  against  tobacco). 

Treasure  fleets  carrying  silver  and  gold  sailed  home  to  England  regularly. 
There  v\/ere  over  200  non-native  settlements  in  South  America  and  Mexico. 
Drake's  raids  on  the  Spanish  forts  and  treasure  ships  brought  12,000,000 
pounds  of  gold  into  the  treasury  of  Elizabeth,  Queen  of  England.  England  faced 
increasing  unemployment  because  of  the  shift  from  agriculture  to  manufacturing. 
The  country  was  afflicted  with  pestilence,  penury  and  "sturdy   beggars". 


By  1620  enough  expeditions  to  America  had  reported  back  that 
settlement  in  the  northern  part  of  North  America  was  feasible,  that  the  climate 
was  healthy,  that  there  was  plenty  of  game  and  fish,  and  that  the  principal 
English  crops  of  wheat,  barley,  rye,  pumpkins  and  oats  would  grow.  Potatoes 
and  maize  (Indian  corn)  grew  well,  because  of  astonishing  fertility.  The 
descriptions  of  returned  travellers  were  that  of  an  Earthly  Paradise  and  that  the 
trip  took  no  more  than  six  weeks. 

Important,  too,  were  religious  dissatisfactions.  Non-conformist  groups 
and  Separatists  were  verbal  that  it  was  wrong  to  submit  to  dictatorial  bishops 
and  other  autocratic  self-seeking  church  dignitaries.  Separatists  had  their 
beginnings  in  the  translation  of  the  Bible  between  1604  and  161 1 . 

The  invention  of  the  printing  press  meant  that  people  could  have  their 
own  Bibles  to  read.  They  could  then  see  how  they  were  being  misinformed  by 
church  officials.  Self-reform  began,  followed  by  evangelistic  preaching, 
followed,  In  turn,  by  objections  and  persecutions  from  others. 

A  religious  group  led  by  John  ROBINSON  met  in  the  village  of  Scrooby,  a 
manor  belonging  to  the  Arch  bishopric  of  York.  Scrooby  was  "a  mean  townlet" 
with  a  well-built  church  in  St.  Wilfred's.  The  main  road  of  Scrooby  was  a 
meandering  unfenced  track. 

Highway  robbery  and  murder  were  daily  occurrences.  The  Manor  of 
Scrooby  provided  a  post  house  for  travellers  to  change  horses  and  to  stay 
overnight  for  seven  shillings  for  supper,  bed,  and  breakfast. 


Rules  For  Laborers  In  Early  England 

Laborers  worked  in  the  field  from  5:00  am  to  7:30  pm  with  half  an  hour  for 
breakfast,  an  hour  for  dinner,  and  an  hour  for  "drinkings."  On  hot  summer  days 
a  half  an  hour  nap  was  allowed.  In  winter,  work  was  from  sun  up  to  sun  down. 
Careful  watch  was  kept  for  workers  trying  to  organize;  those  caught  were 
severely  punished. 

Many  young  men  were  apprenticed  to  craftsmen  to  learn  trades.  The 
rules  by  which  they  lived  were: 

You  should  constantly  and  devoutly,  every  morning  and  Evening  in  a  most 
humble  Manner,  worship  God  and  say  your  Prayers.  And  when  you  have  your 
Master's  leave,  you  shall  go  to  the  public  Prayers  of  the  Church,  and  there 
behave  yourself  devoutly  and  decently.  You  shall  carefully  attend  to  the 
Sermons  on  the  Lord's  Day,  and  endeavor  to  fix  them  upon  your  mind,  and  be 
sure  to  practise  them  in  your  Life  and  Conversation.  You  shall  reverence  and 
obey  all  your  Superiors  and  Governors.  You  shall  do  diligent  and  faithful 
Service  to  your  Master  for  the  Time  of  your  Apprenticeship,  and  deal  truly  so  that 
you  shall  be  trusted.  You  should  often  read  over  the  Covenants  of  your 


Indenture,  and  see  and  endeavor  yourself  to  perform  the  same  to  the  utmost  of 
your  Power.  You  should  avoid  evil  Company,  and  all  Ocx^asions  that  may  draw 
you  thereunto;  and  make  speedy  Return  when  you  shall  be  sent  on  your 
Master's  or  Mistress's  Errands.  You  should  avoid  Idleness,  and  be  ever 
employed  either  in  God's  Service  or  in  your  Master's  Business.  You  should  be 
of  fair,  gentle  and  lowly  Speech  and  Behavior  to  all  Men  and  according  to  your 
Deserts  expect  your  Reward  for  Good  or  III  from  God  and  your  Friends. 


The  Fifteenth  and  Sixteenth  Centuries  in  England  and  Holland 

The  invention  of  the  printing  press  in  the  16th  century  enabled  people  to 
read  the  Bible  and  to  see  how  church  and  government  were  perverting  religion 
to  control  and  manipulate  the  people. 

The  Separatists,  or  Pro-tes-tants  (Protestants)  had  a  holy  determination 
to  avoid  every  impure,  degrading  fashion  and  thought,  and  to  live  by  the 
standards  of  the  revealed  word  of  God.  They  had  to  worship  secretly  to  avoid 
being  burned  alive,  tortured,  having  all  of  their  possessions  confiscated,  jailed 
and  tortured  or  mutilated.  Law  officers  broke  into  their  houses  day  or  night, 
imprisoned  them  for  years  without  trial. 

Some  had  their  tongues  pierced  or  burned  v\/ith  hot  irons.  All  of  this  led  to 
the  gradual  flight  of  Separatists  to  Amsterdam  and  Leyden,  Holland,  which  had 
freedom  of  religion.  In  Holland  the  Separatists,  or  Pilgrims,  were  respected  as 
people  who  paid  their  bills,  kept  their  word,  and  were  diligent  and  willing  in  their 
work. 

Hester  MAHIEU  was  a  Walloon  and  Huguenot,  which  meant  that  she  was 
of  a  group  of  Celtic  Belgians  who  objected  to  the  Catholic  religion.  Some 
Walloons  went  to  Leyden,  Holland,  to  avoid  religious  persecution  in  their  ov^ 
country. 

Francis  COOKE  was  born  in  BIythe,  Nottinghamshire,  England,  in  1583. 
He  grew  up  in  Scrooby,  England,  and  became  a  wool  carder  (or  comber),  which 
he  continued  in  Leyden.  He  married  Hester  MAHIEU  in  Leyden  on  30  June 
1603. 

In  Holland  the  Pilgrims  saw  their  children  being  lured  away  from  their 
religion  and  ways.  These  events  helped  them  to  decide  to  come  to  America. 
The  Pilgrims  saw  America  as  fruitful,  fit  for  habitation,  without  any  civil  or  church 
authorities. 

Naturally,  they  dreaded  the  long  sea  voyage  and  the  hardships  of  an 
unsettled  land.  They  were  fearful  that  the  natives  might  be  barbarous.  They 
were  also  aware  of  the  great  sums  of  money  needed  to  outfit  and  transport 
themselves. 

Another  detriment  was  that  the  twelve-year  truce  between  Spain  and  the 
United  Provinces  expired  in  1621.  The  established  church  would  again  be 


supreme. 

Francis  COOKE  planned  to  go  first  with  his  ten-year-old  son  John. 
Francis  and  John  COOKE  started  their  voyage  in  July  1620  on  the  Speedwell,  in 
company  with  the  Mayflower.  Their  ship  sprang  a  leak  and  both  ships  put  back 
to  port.  Francis  and  John  transferred  to  the  Mayflower. 

They  left  in  September  and  landed  in  the  New  World  in  December.  As 
they  neared  arrival,  the  leading  men  drew  up  the  Mayflower  Compact  of  rules 
and  principles  by  which  they  would  live.  Women  of  the  time  were  legally  the 
property  of  their  husbands.  Women  had  no  part  in  determining  the  principles. 
One  decision  was  that  the  land  and  vwark  were  to  be  communal. 

Half  of  the  Pilgrims  died  of  sickness  within  the  first  year.  They  landed  in 
winter  and  lived  aboard  the  ship  until  they  cut  trees,  made  logs,  and  built  cabins. 

Hester  COOKE  and  the  younger  children  came  in  1622  on  the  Anne.  The 
first  two  years  were  very  hard.  There  was  not  enough  to  eat,  and  clothing  was 
increasingly  threadbare.  Once  the  practice  of  community  property  and  raising  of 
food  was  ended,  families  began  to  have  enough  to  live  on.  Each  family  was 
given  its  own  land  and  kept  most  of  the  results  of  their  own  work. 


The  Puritans 

The  Puritans,  eager  to  be  in  America,  wanted  a  land  with  religious 
freedom  for  those  living  in  Holland  and  in  England.  The  refugees  in  Holland 
wanted  their  own  land  and  to  have  their  children  keep  their  cultural  heritage. 

King  James  finally  granted  a  patent  to  Thomas  Weston's  Stock  Company 
for  a  settlement  in  the  New  Worid.  The  Holland  exiles  were  not  jailed  upon  their 
return  to  England,  but  they  were  told  to  leave. 

The  Pilgrims  going  to  America  included  sixteen  men,  eleven  wives,  and 
nineteen  children-a  total  of  sixty-five  persons.  Some  men  decided  that  wives 
and  children  would  not  come  until  houses  were  built. 

Mr.  Weston  enlisted  about  eighty  non-Pilgrims,  knovwi  as  "strangers",  to 
fill  out  the  colony's  quota.  The  hired  hands  and  six  homeless  orphans  were  also 
sailed  to  the  New  World.  On  5  August  1620  the  Mayflower  and  the  Speedwell 
left  Southampton  Harbor  in  England. 

Stored  aboard  the  vessels  were  barrels  of  water,  beer,  biscuits,  cod, 
sacks  of  smoked  beef  and  tubs  of  pickled  eggs.  The  Speedwell  was  to  remain 
in  the  new  land  and  the  Mayflower  was  to  return  to  England.  Shortly  after 
departure  the  Speedwell  spmng  leaks  and  returned  to  land  for  repairs.  A 
second  start  lasted  three  hundred  miles  when  more  leaks  were  discovered. 
Back  in  Plymouth  the  Speedwell  was  declared  unfit. 

Captain  Jones  assured  the  passengers  that  the  Mayflower  could  sail 
alone.  Everything  was  transferred  to  that  ship,  and  twenty  passengers 
withdrew. 


The  Mayflower  was  a  ship  weighing  about  180  tons.  It  originally  sailed 
out  of  London.  It  was  recorded  as  being  in  the  Norwegian  trade  in  1609  and 
later  in  the  French  wine  trade.  She  was  known  as  a  "sweet  ship"  that  was  said 
to  have  helped  the  Pilgrims  survive  the  voyage. 

On  6  September,  the  1 1 3-foot-long  ship  sailed  again.  Thirty  seamen,  one 
hundred  and  two  passengers,  four  quartermasters,  three  masters'  mates,  a 
ship's  carpenter,  a  cook,  and  gunners  to  man  the  ten  cannon,  v^re  aboard  (151 
people). 

The  ship  was  crowded.  Tight  quarters,  lack  of  privacy,  use  of  buckets  as 
sanitary  facilities,  and  a  limited  diet  of  cold  meals  were  hard  to  t)ear.  Added  to 
these  hardships  were  seasickness  and  cold  fall  and  winter  winds  making 
enormous  waves  across  the  ship. 

The  pounding  of  the  winds  and  the  waves  caused  a  beam  to  break.  It 
took  both  heavy  tools  and  desperate  manpower  to  replace  it.  Stormy  weather 
continued  the  miserable  living  conditions  in  crowded  darkness  below  the  decks. 

Two  notable  travellers  were  John  ALDEN  and  Miles  STANDISH.  ALDEN 
vy/as  a  cooper,  there  to  keep  barrels  of  beer  and  water  tight.  STANDISH  was  a 
former  army  captain,  chosen  to  manage  the  defenses  in  the  new  land. 

STANDISH  drilled  the  men  in  the  use  of  arms  and  weapons.  He  became 
a  valuable  and  trusted  leader. 

Winter's  cold  bitter  winds  were  continuously  difficult  aboard  the 
Mayflower,  even  with  all  possible  weatherproofing.  The  captain  had  to  let  the 
ship  run  before  the  Arctic  blizzards.  The  passengers  huddled  together  in  the 
dark  below  decks.  There  were  a  hundred  people  without  elbow  room,  no 
bathing,  or  washing  of  clothes  for  many  weeks. 

After  two  and  one  half  months  of  this  adventure  a  new  passenger  arrived. 
Stephen  and  Elizabeth  HOPKINS  had  a  son  born  to  them.  His  father  named  him 
Oceanus. 

The  next  problem  was  the  appearance  of  scurvy.  Scurvy  is  a  disease  of 
spongy  gums,  loosening  of  teeth,  bleeding  under  the  skin  and  mucous 
membranes,  swollen  legs,  and  chills.  It  is  caused  by  a  lack  of  vitamin  C  in  one's 
diet. 

The  first  to  have  it  was  William  BITTEN.  He  died  and  was  sewn  into  a 
shroud  and  lowered  into  the  sea.  Many  of  those  below  decks  showed  signs  of  it. 
Fortunately,  the  weather  cleared  so  that  the  ship  could  be  aired  out  and  the 
people  could  be  on  the  deck. 

On  9  November  the  wind  calmed  and  the  ocean's  color  changed  to  green. 
The  lookout  sailor  called  out  "Land  Ho!"  Because  of  rough  sea  and  shoals, 
however,  the  captain  turned  the  ship  back  to  open  sea.  Ultimately  the  men 
decided  to  stay  in  New  England  rather  than  to  try  for  the  Hudson  River  area, 
their  original  destination. 

John  ROBINSON,  the  revered  pastor  still  in  Holland,  had  advised  the 


Pilgrims  to  stay  together  in  the  New  World.  The  Pilgrim  men  created  a 
"Compact."  This  document  was  revered  then  and  now  as  a  keystone  in  the  long 
struggle  of  people  for  freedom  and  dignity.  It  read: 

IN  THE  NAME  OF  GOD,  AMEN  WE  WHOSE  NAMES  ARE  UNDERWRITTEN, 
THE  LOYAL  SUBJECTS  OF  OUR  DEAR  SOVEREIGN  LORD  KING  JAMES  BY 
THE  GRACE  OF  GOD  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN,  FRANCE  AND  IRELAND,  KING 
DEFENDER  OF  THE  FAITH,  HAVING  UNDERTAKEN,  FOR  THE  GLORY  OF 
GOD,  ADVANCEMENT  OF  THE  CHRISTIAN  FAITH  AND  HONOUR  OF  OUR 
KING  AND  COUNTRY  A  VOYAGE  TO  PLANT  THE  FIRST  COLONY  IN  THE 
NORTHERN  PARTS  OF  VIRGINIA,  DO  BY  THESE  PRESENTS  SOLEMNLY 
AND  MUTUALLY  IN  THE  PRESENCE  OF  GOD  AND  ONE  ANOTHER, 
COVENANT  AND  COMBINE  OURSELVES  TOGETHER  INTO  A  CIVIL  BODY 
POLITIC  FOR  OUR  BETTER  ORDERING  AND  PRESERVATION  AND 
FURTHERANCE  OF  THE  ENDS  AFORESAID,  AND  BY  VIRTUE  THEREOF  TO 
ENACT,  CONSTITUTE  AND  FRAME  SUCH  JUST  AND  EQUAL  LAWS, 
ORDINANCES,  ACTS,  CONSTITUTIONS  AND  OFFICES  FROM  TIME  TO  TIME 
AS  SHALL  BE  THOUGHT  MOST  MEET  AND  CONVENIENT  FOR  THE 
GENERAL  GOOD  OF  THE  COLONY,  UNTO  WHICH  WE  PROMISE  ALL  DUE 
SUBMISSION  AND  OBEDIENCE. 

John  CARVER  was  elected  leader  for  one  year.  Except  for  a  few, 
probably  ill  men,  all  the  men  signed  this  Compact. 

Sandbars  necessitated  wading  through  yard-deep,  cold  water.  They  cut  a 
supply  of  juniper  and  made  possible  their  first  hot  meal  aboard  ship.  Sixteen 
men  went  on  a  two  day  tour  equipped  with  swords,  helmets,  muskets,  and  steel 
breastplates. 

Miles  STANDISH  led  the  party  single  file  down  the  beach.  The  men  found 
a  grassy  valley  (now  Truro,  Massachusetts),  Indian  graves,  and  a  basket  of  corn 
covered  with  sand.  This  last  item  was  a  vital  discovery  relative  to  knowing  what 
would  grow  in  this  new  land. 

On  6  December  the  men  set  out  again,  sailing  about  twenty  miles. 
Ashore  was  a  group  of  Indians  who  quickly  vanished  into  the  woods.  At  dawn  on 
the  second  day  the  watch  yelled  "Indians!"  There  was  a  barrage  of  arrov\/s.  The 
English  reached  their  guns  before  the  Indians  could  get  there.  The  Indians 
vanished  with  one  shot. 

By  the  third  day  there  was  snow,  rain,  and  strong  winds.  Their  boat 
sustained  a  broken  rudder  followed  by  the  cracking  of  the  main  mast  that  went 
overboard. 

They  found  land  but,  in  the  darkness,  they  did  not  know  where  they  were. 
They  huddled  around  a  fire  on  the  beach.  The  next  day  was  better  weather. 
With  sunshine  and  in  looking  across  the  bay,  they  saw  what  became  Plymouth. 
They  repaired  their  boat  and  sailed  across  the  bay  to  tillable  land  and  good 


settlement  prospects. 


North  America  circa  1 709 

In  the  early  American  colonial  period  it  was  customary  for  families  to  bury 
their  dead  on  their  own  property.  When  properties  were  sold,  the  tombstones 
were,  in  time,  destroyed. 

Before  1677  the  colonists  and  the  Indians  had  a  mostly  peaceful 
relationship.  By  1677  the  Indians  realized  they  were  doomed  if  they  did  not 
make  a  strong  stand  against  the  aggressive  and  rapidly  multiplying  white  man. 

Philip  was  the  chief  of  the  Narragansetts.  He  led  the  war  in  which  the 
white  men  of  military  age  of  the  colonies  of  Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  and 
Rhode  Island  were  decimated.  Aprroximately  ninety  percent  of  the  men  were 
killed. 

The  attack  against  the  English  was  the  most  savage  that  any  of  the 
colonists  had  yet  encountered  and  the  fiercest  of  the  century.  Half  of  the  towns 
of  these  three  colonies  were  devastated  by  fire.  Whole  families  of  whites  were 
ruthlessly  massacred  before  the  Indians  were  subdued. 

In  1709  there  were  about  250,000  English  colonists  who  occupied  a 
narrow  strip  along  the  Atlantic  seaboard  from  Maine  to  South  Carolina.  They 
were  hemmed  in  by  France,  then  a  powerful  force  in  the  New  World.  France 
dominated  an  immense  arc  of  territory  that  extended  from  the  Gulf  of  St 
Lawrence  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  This  area  included  the  colonies  of  Acadia 
(Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunsv^^ck),  Canada  (Quebec  and  Ontario),  and 
Louisiana. 

France  was  strongly  fortressed  in  the  New  World.  England  was  not 
though  her  colonists  greatly  outnumbered  the  hostile  rivals.  The  total  number  of 
French  colonists  totalled  about  25,000,  or  about  one-tenth  the  number  of  the 
English. 

The  overwhelming  majority  of  the  French  were  settled  along  the  St. 
Lawrence  River.  About  5,000  of  the  French  were  in  Acadia  and  a  still  smaller 
number  in  all  Louisiana.  Louisiana  originally  extended  as  far  north  as  the 
present  Canadian  boundary.  The  few  French  settlers,  however,  were  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi  River. 

France  was  dreaming  of  a  continental  empire.  Her  military  program 
included  fortified  outposts  along  the  western  frontier  of  the  English  settlers.  This 
action  was  meant  to  "fence  in"  the  English. 

In  warfare  the  French  had  the  advantage  of  a  superior  organization.  They 
also  had  an  alliance  with  the  Indians.  The  French  reportedly  also  encouraged 
the  cruellest  of  atrocities  from  the  Indians.  French  historians  probably  differ  on 
this  interpretation  from  English  and  American  scholars.  The  Indians,  however, 
provided  a  constant  source  of  terror  to  the  English  colonists. 


During  the  first  sixty  years  of  the  eighteenth  century's  recurrent  strife 
between  England  and  France,  the  New  World  was  one  of  the  principal 
battlegrounds.  In  1713  Acadia  was  ceded  to  the  English.  This  availed  little  in 
security  to  our  ancestral  colonists.  The  island  of  Cape  Breton,  east  of  Acadia, 
with  its  fortified  Louisburg,  remained  French,  as  did  Canada  with  its  seemingly 
impregnable  fortress  at  Quebec. 

Not  until  1760  was  French  power  expelled  from  the  continent.  This  date 
was  one  of  the  most  important  in  the  history  of  the  world.  No  longer  were  the 
colonists  dependent  upon  England  for  protection  from  France.  North  America 
was  now  pregnant  with  nations  in  the  making~the  impending  birth  of  the  United 
States  and  that  of  her  sister,  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  a  nation  still  under  the 
British  flag. 

"Notifications  and  Warnings  Out:  Strangers  Taken  Into  Wrentham, 
Massachusetts  Between  1732  and  1812,"  by  Esther  L.  Friend. 

...  It  was  time  for  strangers  to  "depart  the  town."  A  RESIDENT  was 
temporary;  "inhabitant"  was  security  which  guaranteed  support  in  time  of  trouble. 
One  could  be  bom  to  it,  or  gain  it  through  purchase  of  land,  or  sometimes,  earn 
if  ALL  the  established  members  of  the  community  so  agreed.  If  they  did  not 
agree,  the  selectmen  warned  the  resident  out  of  town  . .  .  however  long  he 
stayed  the  town  vy«3uld  not  be  obligated  to  support  him  if  he  got  into  trouble. 

This  had  been  the  custom  for  centuries  in  England  and  in  Europe.  The 
colonists  had  a  firm  conviction  that  a  community  should  be  made  up  of  only 
those  people  acceptable  to  the  inhabitants  thereof,  e.g.  126  men  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  Colony,  chafing  under  the  constraints  in  the  crowded  little 
toyvns  of  Boston  and  Watertown,  proposed  to  start  a  new  town  in  the  wilderness 
. .  .  there  to  be  free  to  be  governed  solely  by  the  Laws  of  God  Himself. 

They  petitioned  the  General  Court  and  vjere  granted  land  stretching  from 
the  Charles  and  Neponset  Rivers  to  Dorchester,  Rehoboth  and  Rhode  Island  on 
the  south  and  the  western  side  of  Bellingham  for  its  furthest  reach.  Before 
moving  in,  each  man  had  to  sign  the  covenant,  in  which  it  was  agreed  that:  "We 
engage  by  all  means  to  keep  off  from  our  company  such  as  shall  be 
contrary-minded,  and  receive  only  such  into  our  society  as  will  in  a  meek  and 
quiet  spirit  promote  its  temporal  and  spiritual  good."  This  was  interpreted  to 
mean  the  townsmen  could  (and  did)  monitor  all  public  behavior  and  administer 
punishments  if  necessary,  even  if  his  offense  was  that  he  preferred  to  MAKE 
MUSIC  when  he  should  be  plowing. 

A  difference  in  religion  was  looked  at  askance,  as  was  any  sign  of  poor 
health  or  general  physical  weakness.  On  the  other  hand  the  tov^m's  oversight 
meant  prompt  and  practical  help  for  anyone  in  distress.  However,  when  winter 
meant  burning  as  much  as  27  cords  of  wood  (all  chopped  by  hand)  the  town 
simply  could  not  over-extend  its  resources. 
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Some  towns  regulated  their  population  by  refusing  to  sell  land  to  anyone 
without  permission  of  the  Proprietors  (usually  the  first  settlers).  Later  when 
inhabitants  wanted  to  sell  their  own  land,  the  selectmen  of  the  town  might  be 
needed  to  make  the  bargain  holding.  If  strangers  were  allowed  to  stay  a  full 
year  without  having  been  warned,  they  would  by  law  be  inhabitants. 

With  the  end  of  King  Phillip's  War  in  1676,  the  farmers  were  no  longer 
confined  to  living  in  the  villages  and  being  "supervised"  by  the  town  officials  and 
the  neighbors.  The  pathways  and  roads  were  more  frequently  used  by  persons 
looking  for  work.  Many  settlers  "forgot"  to  make  the  long  trip  to  town  to  register 
with  the  selectmen.  Along  with  this,  the  selectmen  could  no  longer  expect  to 
spot  a  newcomer  at  Sunday  services. 

This  confusion  and  civic  distress  was,  of  course,  taken  to  the  General 
Court  in  1702,  which  passed  an  act  requiring  written  notice  to  selectmen  v^en  a 
stranger  had  been  taken  into  the  town.  There,  in  1703  a  civil  act  required  written 
notice  to  selectmen  of  taking  a  stranger  into  the  town  for  more  than  twenty  days. 
The  fine  for  negligence  was  40  shillings,  an  enormous  amount  then. 


Birth  and  History  of  Our  Calendar 

2  September  was  follov^d  by  14  September  in  1752.  This  was  the 
dividing  line  between  "Old  Style"  and  what  was  known  as  "calendar  time"  in 
America.  This  switch,  made  during  the  lifetime  of  many  of  our  colonial 
ancestors,  can  be  genealogically  confusing. 

The  earliest  calendars  were  of  different  versions.  Egyptians  based  their 
year  on  the  appearance  of  the  Dog  Star,  Sirius,  in  the  eastern  sky  just  before 
sunrise. 

The  Egyptians  divided  their  year  into  tv^lve  months  of  thirty  days  each, 
adding  five  days  at  the  end  of  each  year.  Their  year  was  nearly  six  hours 
shorter  than  the  actual  time  it  takes  the  earth  to  revolve  around  the  sun. 

Using  their  calendars  the  Egyptians  were  able  to  grow  crops  more 
effectively  and  thus  become  a  stronger  nation  than  their  neighbors.  The  earliest 
date  known  in  the  Egptian  calendar  is  4236  B.C.  according  to  the  calendar  we 
now  use. 

The  Babylonians  and  Greeks  had  their  own  variation  of  a  similar  theme. 
The  Hebrew  calendar  began  with  their  guess  at  the  date  of  creation  which  was 
3760  years  before  the  Christian  era.  To  find  the  year  in  the  Hebrew  calendar, 
add  3761  days  to  the  Gregorian  Calendar. 

The  Islamic  Calendar  begins  with  Mohammed's  flight  from  Mecca,  622 
A.D.  by  the  Gregorian  calendar.  The  Old  Roman  calendar  v^s  the  most 
confusing.  It  had  a  year  ten  months  long.  Dates  were  determined  from  the 
founding  of  Roman  Empire,  753  B.C.  by  our  present  calendar. 

Julius  Caesar  was  killed  in  44  B.C.  in  our  current  calendar.  The  date  was 
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about  the  year  709  to  the  Romans. 

The  Roman  calendar  became  the  subject  of  political  abuse.  Months  were 
added  to  increase  taxes  or  to  keep  public  officials  in  office  longer.  By  the  time  of 
Julius  Caesar,  the  sun  crossed  the  equator  in  the  equinoxes  three  months  away 
from  the  time  it  was  supposed  to  according  to  the  calendar. 

The  first  modem  calendar  was  put  into  use  in  45  B.C.  by  Julius  Caesar. 
He  decreed  that  henceforth  there  should  be  three  years  of  365  days  each  and 
one  year  of  366  days  in  perpetual  cycle.  This  approach  became  known  as  the 
Julian  Calendar  and  began  the  custom  we  still  have  of  adding  one  day  to  the 
month  of  February  every  fourth  year,  or  leap  year. 

In  the  reign  of  Augustus,  who  followed  Julius  Caesar,  days  of  the  month 
were  rearranged  so  the  month  of  August  had  as  many  days  as  that  of  July  (the 
month  named  after  Julius  Caesar).  The  extra  day  was  taken  from  February. 

Though  the  Julian  Calendar  was  an  improvement  over  the  previous 
time-keeping  systems,  it  still  was  inaccurate.  The  precise  solar  year  consists  of 
365  days,  5  hours,  48  minutes,  and  47.8  seconds.  The  difference  between  the 
calendar  and  the  solar  system  is  about  eleven  minutes  annually.  In  about  1580 
the  spring  equinox  fell  on  1 1  March,  ten  days  earlier  than  it  should  have. 

A  final  calendar  correction  was  made  in  1582  by  Pope  Gregory  XIII.  The 
Gregorian  calendar  that  is  now  used  was  named  after  him.  To  make  up  for  the 
days  which  accumulated  during  the  use  of  the  Julian  calendar,  Pope  Gregory 
XIII  decreed  the  elimination  of  ten  days  from  the  year  1582.  In  many  countries 
the  day  after  4  October  1582  became  15  October  1582. 

Gregory  also  installed  the  leap  year  rule  now  in  effect  which  will  serve  us 
for  more  than  a  thousand  years.  The  Gregorian  leap  year  rule  provides  for 
dropping  a  day  from  every  centesimal  year  whose  number  cannot  be  divided  by 
400.  Thus  a  day  was  dropped  in  the  years  1700,  1800,  and  1900.  This  meant 
those  were  not  leap  years  and  had  28  days  in  February.  The  day  will  not  be 
dropped  in  the  year  2000.  This  means  that  the  error  in  our  present  calendar  is 
less  than  one  day  every  3000  years. 

Suposedly  our  calendar  is  less  than  one  day  ahead  of  the  sun.  Although 
the  Gregorian  Calendar  is  a  great  improvement  over  the  Julian  Calendar,  it  is 
not  1 00  percent  accurate. 

The  initial  adoption  of  the  Gregorian  Calendar  was  in  1582.  Its  use, 
however,  was  not  universal.  The  first  countries  to  adopt  the  new  calendar  were 
mostly  Roman  Catholic.  Most  protestant  countries  did  not  adopt  the  Gregorian 
calendar  until  later. 

The  American  colonies  made  the  switch  in  1752  when  the  whole  British 
empire  changed  its  calendar.  September  2  was  followed  by  September  14. 
Notice  that  an  eleven  day  adjustment  was  now  needed.  The  Julian  calendar 
added  another  day  between  1 582  and  1 752. 

Dates  preceding  the  change  are  some  times  designated  as  PS  (or  Old 
Style).  George  Washington's  birthday  is  really  1 1  February  1732  (Old  Style). 
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Only  after  the  change  to  the  Gregorian  calendar  was  his  birthday  established  as 
22  February  1732. 

Most  pre-1752  American  History  dates  have  been  converted  to  New  Style, 
or  Gregorian  dates.  Other  countries  have  been  slower  in  adopting  the  new 
calendar:  Japan  in  1873,  China  in  1912,  Greece  in  1924,  and  Turkey  in  1927. 


The  Church  and  Wills 

In  the  seventeenth  century  those  who  died  without  a  will  were  accounted 
damned  by  the  church.  The  Canons  required  that  the  deceased  were  to  leave  at 
least  one  tenth  part  of  their  estate  for  pious  uses  or  the  redemption  of  their 
souls.  Those  who  neglected  this  duty  were  adjudged  to  take  no  care  of  their 
salvation.  There  was  a  lasting  and  strong  belief  that  to  die  intestate  was  a 
shame  and  a  disgrace. 

As  a  result,  many  who  had  little  to  leave,  left  wills.  The  ancient  custom  of 
the  tripartate  division  of  personal  goods  left  a  strong  feeling  into  the  seventeenth 
century  that  one  should  provide  for  all  one's  family.  In  early  times  wills  were 
mostly  made  when  the  testator  was  on  his  death  bed.  Thus  the  making  of  a  will 
came  to  be  regarded  as  something  unfortunate  and  tempting  to  death.  The 
making  of  a  v^ll  was  left  as  long  as  possible.  The  idea  that  making  one's  will 
tempts  death  still  continues  with  some. 

From  The  Milwaukee  Journal,  13  December  1970 

Of  Dickers,  Firkins  and  Pottles 

The  notion  that  school  was  a  lot  easier  in  the  olden  days  when  they  had 
only  the  three  Rs  must  be  one  that  every  succeeding  generation  has  spread,  but 
it's  wrong.  Look  at  a  1786  textbook  for  boys  and  you'll  be  glad  you  don't  have  to 
memorize,  "A  dicker  of  hides  is  10  skins,  a  chaldron  of  coals  36  bushels,  a 
hogshead  of  beer  54  gallons,  a  weight  of  cheese  256  pounds,  an  acre  of  land 
160  square  poles,  a  load  of  bricks  500,  a  stone  of  fish  8  pounds,  a  truss  of  hay 
56  pounds  ..."  On  the  other  hand,  our  forefathers  didn't  have  to  memorize  the 
names  of  the  presidents  (we  didn't  have  one  in  1786)  nor  the  50  state  capitals. 
Money  values  that  had  to  be  learned,  three  years  before  George  Washington 
became  president,  included  English  and  French  crowns. 


Pioneer  Life 

As  did  the  Indians,  the  first  English  settlers  "plowed"  land  with  a  hoe, 
planting  Indian  com.  Pumpkins  were  next,  followed  by  parsnips,  carrots,  beets. 
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and  cabbages.  No  potatoes  were  planted  until  1719.  Indian  com  was  the  main 
cropage.  One  farmer  raised  twenty-six  bushels,  and  twenty-six  farmers  raised 
100  bushels  or  more  apiece.  Field  crops  were  wheat,  rye,  oats,  barley,  beans, 
flax,  and  hempage. 

The  last  two  crops  were  used  for  making,  by  hand,  clothing  for  the  family 
for  nearly  200  years.  Apple  orchards,  as  of  1675,  were  grown  for  cider.  A  family 
often  used  a  dozen  barrels  of  cider  a  year.  Pear  trees  were  planted.  Cider  milts 
pressed  out  the  fruit  juice  which  was  allowed  to  ferment  for  what  some  held  to  be 
the  best  cider. 

In  1773  the  town  grew  1735  pounds  of  flax.  Farmers'  wives  and 
daughters  carded  the  sheeps'  wool,  prepared  the  flax  and  hemp,  spun  the  yarn, 
wove  the  cloth,  and  made  it  into  clothing  for  their  families. 

In  short.  The  people  were  fed  and  clothed  from  their  land  by  their  own 
hand  work.  If  crops  failed,  the  family  faced  starvation. 

Farm  implments  were  rudely  constructed.  A  hoe  was  a  heavy  piece  of 
iron,  likely  weighing  four  times  what  a  hoe  would  weigh  now.  It  was  roughly 
forged  out.  Shovels  and  spades  were  made  from  iron.  A  manure  fork  had  tines 
much  heavier  than  now.  Pitchforks  had  short  tines  almost  as  large  as  a  finger. 

Half  of  those  who  landed  in  Plymouth  during  the  first  year  died. 
Nevertheless,  the  population  of  the  colony  increased  rapidly  with  the  constant 
arrivals  of  more  immigrants.  Some  were  men  of  rank  and  fortune.  Many  were 
the  younger  sons  of  nobles  and  titled  families,  who  thought  the  new  country  held 
a  brighter  future  for  them,  since,  in  England,  the  eldest  son  always  inherited  the 
family  estate. 

Churches  were  essential  to  the  colonies,  and  schools  became  important, 
more  so  for  sons.  Boys'  education  was  geared  toward  their  being  eligible  to 
enter  Harvard.  Only  freemen  were  permitted  to  vote  or  hold  office.  Since  no 
one  could  become  a  freeman  unless  he  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  only  men  approved  by  the  clergy  could  become  church  members.  The 
leaders  of  the  colonies  were  apt  to  continue  an  autocratic  rule  behind  a 
democratic  facade.  Because  there  was  criticism  about  the  power  of  the  clergy, 
and  other  differences,  new  colonies  were  created:  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut, 
Maine,  and  New  Hampshire.  In  this  way  the  critics  could  practice  their  own 
beliefs,  often  with  the  same  intolerance  of  others  from  which  they  had  sought 
escape.  The  Indians  were  initially  friendly.  When  they  saw  they  were  being 
crovwded  out  of  their  own  good  lands,  they  fought  the  Pequots  War  in  1637.  This 
ended  mih  King  Philip's  War.  King  Philip  united  the  Indians  from  Maine  to  the 
Hudson  River  with  the  aim  to  wipe  out  the  White  settlers.  The  war  started  at 
Swansea,  Massachusetts,  and  spread  throughout  New  England.  It  was  a  great 
scourge  to  the  English  and  after  fourteen  months  ended  v^th  the  death  of  King 
Philip  in  1676.  The  remainder  of  his  tribe  were  either  killed  or  sold  into  slavery. 
The  power  of  the  New  England  Indians  was  completely  broken. 
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The  BURR  Family  in  England 
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***ANCESTRAL  BURRS  IN  ENGLAND*** 

(de  BURES,  BURES,  BURRES,  BURRE,  BURR) 

Arms:  Ermine  on  a  chief  indented  sable,  two  lions  rampant  or. 
Crest:  A  Wyvern  sable. 
Motto:  Virtus  Honoria  Janua. 

1100'sto1600's 

Descent-in  England: 

Baldwin  de  BURES 

William  de  BURES 

Robert  de  BURES 

Nicholas  de  BURES 

Robert  de  BURES  married  Alice 

Andrew  de  BURES  married  Alice  de  REYDON 

Andrew  de  BURES  married  Alice  SPENCER 

Andrew  de  BURES  married  Catherine  CHILTREN  - 1402 

William  de  BURES  married  Elizabeth  ROOS 

William  BURES  mamed  Joan  MARKHAM 

Andrew  BURRES  married  Alice 

Richard  BURRE 

Symon  BURR  married  Joan 

Henry  BURR  married  Ann  FISHER 

Simon  BURR  married  Hester 

Descent  in  New  England: 

John  BURR  man-ied  Mary  WARREN  - 1685 
John  BURR  married  Silence  HAWARD  - 1 722 
Seth  BURR  married  Charity  PACKARD  - 1753 
Rufus  BURR  married  Lydia  WILLIAMS  circa  1768 
Salmon  BURR  married  Azubah  THOMAS  - 1809 

The  BURES/de  BURES  family  name  is  from  the  town  of  Magna  Bures,  or 
Bures  St.  Mary's,  in  Suffolk  County,  England.  Some  of  the  early  family  members 
had  Norman  names  (e.g.  Baldwin  and  Geoffrey).  The  de  BURES,  BURES, 
BURE,  et  al.  are  named  in  various  state  and  church  documents,  particularly  in 
records  of  the  monastery  or  priory  of  Stoke. 

Baldwin  de  BURES  was  living  in  County  of  Suffolk  in  1 193. 

William  de  BURES  was  named  in  deed  as  a  brother  to  Galfred,  the  son  of 
Baldwin. 

Robert  de  BURES  v^s  named  as  a  brother  in  Walter's  deed  which 
identifies  him  as  the  son  of  Baldwin.  The  deed  is  to  a  Priory  in  Stoke. 
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Nicholas  de  BURES  had  land  in  Magna  Bures  (Bures  St  Marys),  Suffolk 
County,  in  1272.  He  was  a  juror  for  Babergh  Hundred  in  1275.  Nicholas  had 
brothers:  Richard,  Andrew,  and  John. 

Nicholas  de  BURES'  children  were:  Sir  Robert;  Sir  James;  Symonde;  and 
Matilda.  Matilda  married  Sir  John  de  PEYTON  in  Boxford,  Suffolk  County.  She 
died  in  1287  and  is  buried  at  Boxford. 

Sir  Robert  de  BURES  (1250-1331)  lived  at  Acton  Hall,  Suffolk  County. 
The  memohal  brass  on  his  grave,  in  chain  mail,  with  his  legs  crossed,  is  the 
conventional  sign  of  the  crusader. 

The  ninth  and  last  Holy  Land  Crusade  was  in  1270.  Assuming  Sir  Robert 
was  at  least  twenty  years  old  in  1270,  he  must  have  been  born  about  1250.  The 
earliest  record  of  Sir  Robert  is  1302.  He  had  four  sons:  John,  Andrew,  Michael 
and  William. 

In  1310  Robert  and  his  brother,  James,  offered  their  services  as  knights. 
In  1316  Robert  was  certified  as  Lord  of  the  Township  of  Acton,  Suffolk  County. 
He  was  later  appointed  to  raise  foot  soldiers.  In  1322  he  was  named  custodian 
of  the  manor  and  honor  of  Clare  and  of  manors  Berdefield,  Thaxsted,  Colne, 
Holpenynatre  in  Essex  County;  Badmundesfeld,  Suffolk  County;  Worte  in 
Gloucester  County;  Bolewyk,  Laxton,  Pightesleye,  Blarenyke  in  Northampton 
County;  Geddings  and  Delygton  in  Huntington  County;  Honesden  in  Hertford 
County;  and  of  all  lands  of  persons  who  had  rebelled  against  the  king. 

"Sir  Robert  de  BURES,  Knight"  was  summoned  to  a  Great  Council  at 
Westminster  in  May  1 324. 

Sir  Robert's  second  marriage  was  to  Hillaria,  the  daughter  of  Sir  John  and 
Katherine  FERMOR  in  1 31 1 .  Hillaria  was  the  widow  of  Hugh  TALEMACHE  of 
Bentley,  who  died  1295;  and  of  John  de  HODEBOVILL,  who  died  in  1309. 

Sir  Robert  began  to  own  land  in  Acton  about  the  time  of  his  marriage  to 
Hillaria.  She  held  dower  lands  in  Acton,  in  the  honor  of  Peverell,  and  the  several 
estates  of  her  two  deceased  husbands.  In  1322  the  King  made  Sir  Robert  the 
custodian  of  the  manor  and  honor  of  Clare;  certain  other  lands  and  tenements  in 
Suffolk  County;  and  manors  of  Berdefeld  and  Thaxstede  in    Essex  County. 

Hillaria  died  on  13  December  1331. 

Sir  Robert's  brother,  James  de  BURES,  Knight  of  Acton  Hall,  Suffolk 
County,  was  alive  in  1310.  He  witnessed  a  deed  of  lands  to  brother  Sir  Robert 
and  to  Sir  John  de  PAYTON. 

Matilda  de  BURES,  Robert's  sister,  married  Sir  John  de  PEYTON  of 
Boxford,  Suffolk,  where  she  was  buried  in  1287.  She  was  named  as  the  sister 
and  heiress  of  Symond  de  BURES. 

Sir  Andrew  de  BURES,  the  second  son  of  Sir  Robert  and  Alice,  was  born 
circa  1301  and  lived  at  Acton  Hall,  Suffolk  County.  Andrew  married  Alice,  the 
daughter  of  Sir  John  de  REYDON,  Overbury  Hall,  Leyham,  Suffolk  County.  Sir 
Andrew  de  BURES  died  in  1360. 

Alice  de  BURES  married  secondly  Sir  John  de  SUTTON.  He  inherited  his 
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father's  and  stepmother's  lands.  In  addition  his  wife  "brought  to  him  in  dower" 
the  Manor  of  Bowthorpe,  in  Norfolk  County;  and  Leyham,  Whersted,  and 
Reydon,  in  Suffolk  County  (This  ancestral  line  leads  to  Dukes  of 
Northamptonshire). 

Sir  Andrew's  older  brother  was  John  de  BURES.  He  was  bom  circa  1299, 
at  Bowthorpe  Manor,  Norfolk  County,  in  1322  he  was  called  "John  of  Essex." 
He  was  living  in  1360. 

Andrew's  younger  brothers  were  Michael  and  William  de  BURES. 
Michael  de  BURES  was  of  Bromehall,  Essex  County,  in  1349.  Michael  married 
Mary,  the  third  daughter  of  Sir  John  WHELNETHAN.  Mary  was  dead  by  1373 
and  Michael  died  before  1373. 

William  de  BURES  was  a  priest  at  Wichambroke,  Suffolk  County.  A 
manor  at  Nether  Attylton,  Suffolk  County,  was  granted  to  him  in  1535  by  his 
brother.  Sir  Andrew  de  BURES. 

Sir  Andrew  and  Alice  de  BURES  had  two  sons:  Robert  and  Andrew  de 
BURES.  Sir  Robert  de  BURES  was  the  older  of  the  two  boys.  He  was  born  in 
1335  and  married  Joan,  the  daughter  of  Sir  Richard  WIVENHOO,  Essex  County. 
Sir  Robert  de  BURES  died  on  7  October  1361  and  was  buried  at  Acton  Hall. 
Joan  marhed  Sir  Richard  de  WALGRAVE,  Knight  of  Smallbridge,  Bures  St 
Marys,  Suffolk  County,  in  1395. 

Robert's  brother  Andrew  de  BURES  was  lord  of  the  manor  of  Bromptons, 
at  Colne  Engaine,  Essex  County.  He  held  court  there  in  1402.         Andrew  de 
BURES  was  living  in  1368.  He  was  married  first  to  Alice  SPENCER  and 
secondly  to  Cecily  CHAMBERLAIN,  the  daughter  and  heiress  of  William 
CHAMBERLAIN  of  Radwinter,  Essex  County. 

Andrew  and  Alice  de  BURES  had  several  children:  Alice,  Andrew,  John, 
and  two  daughters  known  as  Margaret .  Alice  de  BURES  was  born  in  1362. 
She  married  Sir  Guy  de  BRYAN,  the  younger.  Alice  died  on  II  January  1434. 

Andrew  de  BURES  was  lord  of  manor  of  Bromptons,  at  Colne  Engaine, 
Essex  County,  where  he  held  court  in  1402.  He  married  Catherine  CHILTREN, 
"whose  father  is  said  to  have  been  a  Norman  Baron". 

John  de  BURES,  Andrev/s  younger  brother  v\/itnessed  a  deed  to  Thomas 
SAMPSON  of  Kersey,  Suffolk  County,  in  1382.  His  sister,  Margaret,  married 
William  SHELTON.  A  window  of  a  church  at  Shelton  has  the  BURES  arms 
impaling  the  arms  of  SHELTON. 

Another  sister,  also  known  as  Margaret  de  BURES,  married  William 
SAMPSON.  She  held  a  tenement  in  Roydon  with  remainder  to  brother  Andrew 
de  BURES.  Margaret  SAMPSON  was  alive  in  1307. 

William  de  BURES  was  the  only  known  child  of  Andrew  and  Catherine  de 
BURES.  William  de  BURES  of  Bromptons  Manor  married  Elizabeth  ROOS.  Her 
family  owned  Radwinter,  Essex  County. 

William  and  Elizabeth  had  two  sons:  Andrew  and  William  BURES. 
Andrew  was  the  younger  of  the  two.  Hi^^rother  William  BURES,  of  Foxherd, 
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was  living  in  1480  at  Bromptons  and  in  1486  at  Foxherd.  Willam  married  Joan 
MARKHAM. 

William  and  Joan  had  at  least  four  children:  Robert,  Andrew,  Alice  and 
Elizabeth  BURES.  Robert  BURES  of  Acton,  Suffolk  County,  held  court  at 
Bromptons  in  1501 .  Acton  Manor  was  given  to  him  in  1507,  by  Thomas,  Earl  of 
Ormond. 

Robert  BURES  married  Joan,  the  daughter  of  Robert  BUCK  of  Moryeves, 
Suffolk.  Robert  BURES  died  on  10  July  1524. 

Andrew  BURES,  the  second  son  of  William  and  Joan  (MARKHAM) 
BURES,  and  his  v^fe  Alice  had  at  least  four  children.  One  son,  Richard  BURRE, 
of  Much  Canfield  made  his  will  on  26  April  1562.  It  was  probated  in  Stortford  on 
II  December  1569. 

Richard  BURRE  had  several  children:  Alice,  William,  Robert,  Thomas, 
and  Symon  BURRE.  Alice  BURRE  married  a  man  named  Robert.  William 
BURRE  was  married  in  Great  Canfield  in  1559.  Robert  BURRE,  of  Great 
Canfield  married  Elizabeth.  His  will  was  probated  in  1570.  Thomas  BURR  was 
married  in  Great  Canfield  in  1 568  and  buried  in  1 584. 

Symon  BURRE  married  Joan  in  Much  Canfield  in  1552.  Their  children 
were  all  baptized  in  Much  Canfield:  Richard  (1553);  Anne  (1562);  John  (1564); 
William  (1567),  later  of  Little  Canfield  1633;  and  Henry  BURRE  (1569). 

The  will  of  Symon  BURR,  of  Much  Canfield,  Essex  County,  was  probated 
in  1598.  Henry  BURRE  and  his  mother  Joan  executed  the  document. 

Henry  BURRE  married  Ann,  the  daughter  of  Gregory  FISHER,  on  3  June 
1600  in  Redgrave,  Suffolk.  Gregory  FISHER  named  Ann  in  his  will  in  1617.  Ann 
BURRE  was  buried  at  Stisted  on  31  May  1622. 

The  children  of  Henry  and  Ann  BURRE: 

1 .)  John  BURR  was  given  a  tenement  in  North  Lopham,  Norfolk  County  by  his 
grandfather  FISHER's  will. 

2.)  Henry  BURR  was  baptized  on  8  March  1606. 

3.)  Mary  BURR  was  baptized  on  I  October  1609. 

4.)  Ester  BURR  was  baptized  on  16  June  1612. 

5.)  Susan  BURR  was  baptized  on  6  December  1614. 

6.)  An  unnamed,  new  born  BURR  child,  was  buried  on  7  September  1616. 

7.)  Alice  BURR  was  buried  on  19  May  1621. 

8.)  Elizabeth  BURR  was  baptized  on  25  March  1622. 
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9.)  Simon  BURR  was  baptized  in  Stisted  on  16  June  1618.  He  died  intestate  on 
7  Febmary  1691/2  in  Hingham,  Massachusetts.  Simon  was  married  to  Hester 
wtio  died  at  Hingham  on  23  July  1647. 


Sir  Robert  de  BURES  (circa  1265-1331):  his  life  and  times 

Robert  de  BURES  was  bom  a  yeoman  in  the  Middle  Ages.  He  rose  to 
comparative  wealth  through  his  able  services  to  the  Crown  and  other  royalty.  He 
was  rewarded  v^th  land  and  other  recognition. 

In  his  later  years  Robert  lived  as  a  country  gentleman  at  Acton,  Suffolk 
County,  England.  At  death  he  left  a  landed  inheritance  to  a  son.  Assuming  he 
was  at  least  eighteen  when  records  of  1282-83  name  him  as  a  "king's  serjeant" 
in  King  Edward's  army  in  Wales,  his  birth  year  was  circa  1264.  His  surname 
indicates  that  he  came  from  the  area  of  Bures,  where  his  parents  were  likely 
yeomen  farmers. 

Robert  and  James,  named  as  sons  of  Nicholas  de  BURES,  were  believed 
to  have  leased  lands  in  Magna  Bures,  Suffolk.  In  the  1290s  Robert  de  BURES 
married  a  woman  named  Alice.  Their  son  John  was  born  about  1299,  followed 
by  Andrew,  Michael,  and  William. 

John  de  BURES  may  have  been  the  heir  to  his  mother's  lands.  She  died 
before  1310. 

Andrew  is  believed  to  have  been  Robert  de  BURES"  chief  heir.  The 
property  owned  by  Robert,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  included  the  manor  of 
Bansfield  at  Wichambrook  near  Clare. 

By  1313  Robert  had  married  a  woman  named  Hillaria.  in  that  year  he  and 
Hilaria  paid  five  marks  for  documents  establishing  their  inheritable  rights  to 
Acton,  converting  it  from  the  previous  limitation  of  a  "widow's  life  right". 

The  de  BURES  military  brasses  and  others  representing  some  of  Sir 
Robert's  descendants,  who  ruled  Acton  until  the  16th  century,  are  in  a  chapel  of 
the  Acton  village  church.  Parts  of  this  church  date  from  1260. 


Robert's  Early  Years: 


The  1260s  were  ones  of  turmoil,  drama,  and  war.  The  period  included  the 
foundation  of  a  democratic  parliamentary  system,  v\/ith  representatives  from  each 
borough  and  city  who  sat  with  the  peers,  bishops,  and  knights.  This  was  the  first 
time  that  "common  men"  had  a  voice  in  their  own  government. 

In  1282  Wales  revolted  against  King  Edward  i,  who  was  also  having 
problems  v\/ith  Scotland  and  southern  France.  At  the  same  time,  the  Pope  was 
urging  another  Holy  Land  crusade,  to  remove  the  infidels  from  the  Holy  Land. 
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King  Edward  I  called  for  feudal  levies  of  the  barons  and  others  who  held 
land  by  giving  "knight  service."  Edward  initiated  paid  troops  which  v\/ere  more 
effective  than  the  feudal  levies  of  military  personnel. 

Robert  de  BURES  was  likely  a  trooper  in  the  king's  household  force  by 
late  1282.  The  Chancery  Rolls  show  Robert's  appointment  by  the  king  to 
conduct  the  French  troops  "safely"  to  their  homes;  directing  all  keepers,  sheriffs, 
mayors,  and  other  officials;  and  to  assist  the  royal  trooper  if  needed. 

Robert  would  have  been  garrisoned  in  the  king's  castles,  helping  to 
govern  parts  of  Wales,  requisitioning  supplies,  escorting  prisoners  and 
hostages,  bringing  up  fresh  troops  as  needed,  and  perhaps  serving  as  staff  aide 
to  the  king,  fighting  near  him  in  battle.  Troopers  had  certain  status  as  the  king's 
immediate  followers  and  they  performed  many  of  the  same  duties  as  knights. 
Troopers  were  usually  employed  continuously.  They  maintained  armor  for 
themselves  and  their  horses. 

The  1286  Patent  Rolls  show  that  Robert  was  "staying  in  Wales  in  the 
King's  service".  One  summons  to  Robert  designated  him  as  "bailiff  of  Queen 
Eleanor,  wife  of  Edward  I"  in  Maillor  Seisneck,  Flintshire.  Robert  was  ordered  to 
bring  one  hundred  footmen  "well-equipped  with  arms  at  Lampadervaur  on  the 
day  that  John  de  Havering  shall  make  knovwi  to  him  on  the  King's  behalf  and  "to 
merit  the  king's  commendation  for  diligence  and  circumspection". 

Robert  likely  was  in  Wales  for  the  next  three  years  serving  as  both  soldier 
and  attending  to  administrative  duties.  He  was  bailiff  for  the  queen's  holdings  at 
Maillor  Seisneck.  Later  he  was  in  charge  of  the  Haverford  Castle  and  its  lands 
until  the  Queen's  death  in  1291. 

In  1293  Robert  was  amongst  the  churchmen,  barons,  knights,  and  other 
retainers  chosen  to  accompany  Princess  Eleanor  to  France  to  wed  Duke  Henry 
of  Bar.  In  1294  Robert  was  in  France  again  to  aid  in  settling  a  dispute  with  the 
French  king.  In  1295  Robert  was  given  control  of  an  estate  which  provided  him 
with  an  income  and  aided  him  tov^rd  the  acquisition  of  his  own  substantial 
lands. 

The  Fine  Rolls  of  Westminster  have  an  entry  dated  I  September  1295: 
Commitment  to  the  king's  yeoman,  Robert  de  BURES,  of  the 
keeping  of  the  bailiwick  of  the  Cannock  forestership,  late  of  Philip 
de  Monte  Gomeri,  tenant  in  chief,  in  the  king's  hand  by  reason  of 
the  minority  of  the  heir  of  Philip,  until  the  full  age  of  the  heir,  at  the 
rent  of  1 0  marks  a  year. 

All  proceeds  of  this  land  belonged  to  Robert,  who  was  keeper  until  2  July 
1 306,  when  Anne,  the  heiress,  claimed  her  inheritance. 

In  the  14th  century  Robert  de  BURES  had  a  succession  of  assignments 
as  a  justice  and  administrator.  The  Chancery  Rolls  document  his  presence  in 
Scotland  with  the  king.  Robert  and  two  others  were  approved  in  July  1303  to 
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handle  a  complaint  that  vagabonds  of  Newcastle-on-the-Tyne  committed 
depredations  at  night  and  that  town  bailiffs  have  been  negligent  in  dealing  with 
the  complaints 

. . .  whereby  such  malefactors  are  made  bolder.  The  king  .  .  .  desiring 
that  peace  be  firmly  observed  while  he  is  in  Scotland  .  .  .  lest  terror  or 
danger  arise  to  his  consort,  Margaret,  Queen  of  England,  dwelling  there,  or  to 
persons  in  his  service  passing  through  town,  ordered  enquiry;  the 
commissioners  are  to  arrest  those  guilty,  keep  them  in  prison  until  further  order 
and  to  punish  the  bailiffs  if  they  find  them  negligent. 

When  the  king  heard  allegations  that  some  men  conscripted  for  war  had 
stayed  home,  that  some  officials  were  taking  bribes  to  excuse  men  from  service, 
and  reports  of  other  v^/artime  dishonesties,  Robert  de  BURES  was  one  of  three  to 

. .  .  make  inquisition  in  Northumberland  about  the  hundreddors,  twentymen, 
ditchers,  masons  and  carpenters  chosen  ...  to  (serve  the  King),  who  stayed  at 
home,  after  receiving  .  .  .  their  wages,  and  that  sheriffs,  et  al.  deputed  to  choose 
the  footmen  and  others,  took  bribes  to  let  men  stay  home,  or  for  removing  names 
of  strong  men,  substituting  others  less  able  and  that  the  hundredors  and  others 
deputed  to  recruit  footmen,  et  al.,  received  bribes  from  somethat  they  might  stay, 
and  that  those  charged  to  make  purveyances  of  com,  fish,  animals,  flesh,  and 
other  victuals  for  the  expedidition,  and  the  ministers  who  meddled  therev^flth, 
taking  bribes  .  .  .  thereby  overburdening  the  poor,  sparing  the  rich  .  .  .  and 
compelling  others  who  had  little  corn  to  buy  it  for  the  king's  use,  and  that 
officials  received  bribes  for  leaving  carriages,  horses,  wagons,  carts  at  home, 
and  to  arrest  them,  and  if  any  bailiffs,  et  al.,  be  convicted,  to  take  security  that 
they  appear  before  the  York  council  on  the  quinzane  of  Michaelmas  next,  the 
king  having  commanded  the  sheriff  to  be  there. 

Sir  Francis  PALGRAVE's  History  of  Scotland  shows  that  about  1305,  Sir 
Robert  asked  the  king  for  the  lands  of  Hugh  Lovell,  in  reward  for  service  in  King 
Edward's  campaigns.  The  property  that  Robert  then  owned  included  the  manor 
of  Bansfield  at  Wichambrook,  near  Clare. 

On  21  August  1306,  the  king  directed  distributions  of  lands  and    money 
to  his  sons  by  his  second  queen  and  established  10,000  marks  as  a  marriage 
portion  for  his  daughter  Eleanor.  Robert  de  BURES  was  witness  to  the 
distribution  papers. 

Early  in  1307  Robert  became  steward  of  Clare  and  v^s  given  a  grant  for 
life  to  the  manor  of  Belestre  and  the  town  of  Pleinmore,  both  located  in 
Northumberland  and  forfeited  to  the  king  by  the  former  owner. 

King  Edward  died  in  1307.  His  son,  Edv^rd  II,  succeeded  him  to  the 
throne.  Robert  the  Bruce  wrote  that  he  was  "more  afraid  of  the  bones  of  the 
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dead  father  than  of  the  living  son,  that  it  was  harder  to  get  a  half  foot  of  land 
from  the  old  king  than  a  whole  kingdom  from  the  son."  Edward  II  reigned  with 
arrogance  and  luxury. 

The  CLARES  were  at  this  time  the  greatest  baronial  family  in  terms  of 
wealth,  society,  politics.  Gilbert  the  Red  was  the  Earl  of  Clare,  Gloucester,  and 
Hertford,  with  estates  across  England  and  Wales. 

The  family  name  was  taken  from  the  Suffolk  village  of  Clare.  The  Earl  of 
Clare  had  married  King  Edward's  daughter,  Joan  of  Acres.  He  died  after  five 
years  of  marriage  and  left  four  children. 

Robert  de  BURES  was  named  steward.  As  such  he  was  administrator, 
judge,  and  the  chief  official  of  a  business  which  grossed  an  estimated  1000 
pounds  yearly,  an  enormous  sum  at  the  time. 

The  estate  included  manors  in  Essex,  Hertfordshire,  Kent,  Norfolk, 
Suffolk,  Surrey,  Sussex,  and  Northamptonshire.  The  manor  of  Clare  grew  500 
acres  or  about  8000  bushels  of  grain  annually.  Other  sources  of  income 
included  the  sale  of  livestock,  dairy  products,  rental  collections,  lease  of 
meadows,  sales  of  forest  wood,  fees  for  forest  and  fishery  use,  and  cash  rent 
from  tenants. 

Sir  Robert  presided  as  judge  at  the  Clare  central  honour  courts  every 
third  week.  He  heard  cases  from  Suffolk,  Essex,  Norfolk,  and  Cambridge.  He 
dealt  with  civil  actions  between  tenants  who  owed  military  service  to  the 
earldom,  minor  criminal  actions,  fines  for  failure  to  attend  court  sessions,  and 
fees  paid  by  men  inheriting  holdings  in  the  Clare  manors  or  doing  formal 
homage  to  the  earl.  As  steward  Sir  Robert  also  rode  a  circuit  of  lesser  courts 
held  on  the  individual  manors. 

When  young  Earl  Gilbert  CLARE  was  called  to  King  Edward  ll's 
parliament  in  Westminster,  he  chose  Sir  Robert  de  BURES  to  ride  with  him. 
Presumably  the  young  earl  not  only  chose  someone  for  congeniality,  but  also 
someone  whose  wisdom,  valor,  and  conduct  he  valued. 

Sir  Robert's  wardrobe  probably  included  long  hose,  a  long-sleeved  tunic, 
and  an  outer  covering,  perhaps  a  surcoat  of  a  loose,  hooded  robe,  with  slits  in 
the  puffed  sleeves  to  leave  his  arms  free. 

In  1309  Sir  Robert  was  appointed  with  John  de  GREY  to  inquire  whether 
Welshmen  in  Flintshire  were  usurping  usage  of  the  king's  lands  and  woods.  He 
and  Hugh  de  LEYMINSTRE  were  appointed  to  examine  a  case  of  malfeasance 
in  Wales.  Had  the  king's  bailiff  of  Overton,  Maklesfel,  and  Maillor  Seisneck 
been  dishonest? 

Naturally  Robert  was  not  totally  popular  with  those  over  whom  he 
governed.  In  May  1315,  five  years  after  he  had  left  Clare  service,  three  knights 
were  named  as  oyer  and  terminer  to  examine, 

frequent  complaints  by  divers  men  of  Norfolk,  touching  frequent  acts  of 
oppression  and  extortion  committed  under  colour  of  their  offices  by  Robert  de 
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Bures,  John  de  Candych,  Reginald  Taleman,  Thomas  de  Walsyngham  and  John 
de  Mashan,  when  they  were  stewards  and  bailiffs  of  the  honor  of  Clare. 

The  outcome  of  this  inquiry  was  not  reported.  No  lands  appear  to  have 
been  taken  from  Sir  Robert. 

Near  the  end  of  his  stewardship  term  in  1310,  the  CLARE  family 
successfully  made  Robert  the  lord  of  Acton  Manor,  his  largest  and  most 
important  property.  He  settled  his  future  by  making  Acton  his  home  and  the  core 
of  his  estate. 

The  Calendar  of  the  Patent  Rolls  of  Edward  ll's  court  show  for  25  August 
1310:  "Grant  at  the  instance  of  Gilbert  de  Clare,  Earl  of  Gloucester  and 
Hertford,  to  Robert  de  Bures  of  the  man^iage  of  Hilary,  late  wife  of  John  de 
Hodoboville,  tenant  in  chief."  Robert  may  have  been  about  forty-five  years-old. 
Hilary  was  v^dowed  in  1309.  She  had  inherited  a  life  interest  in  part  of  the 
estate,  including  Acton  Manor. 

Robert  held  other  lands:  the  manor  of  Bansfield  in  Wickhambrook, 
Suffolk,  since  1302;  and  lands  in  Great  Waldinfield,  acquired  in  1309.  Acton 
Hall,  lying  next  the  to  the  village  church,  became  his  family  seat. 

Thereafter,  Robert's  two  chief  pursuits  v\/ere  occasional  service  to  the 
crov^  and  the  improvement  of  his  personal  estate.  In  March  1313,  Robert  and 
Hilary  paid  five  marks  for  documents  establishing  their  heritable  rights.  A  month 
before  they  had  acquired  "a  messuage,  one  carucate  of  land,  7  acres  of 
meadow,  10  acres  of  pasture,  20  acres  of  wood  and  4  pounds,  4  shillings  of  rent 
in  Aketon  from  Hugh  Thalemache,"  who  was  possibly  Hilary's  son  of  her  first 
marriage. 

Robert  continued  to  acquire  land  around  Acton  and  in  parcels  and  manors 
elsewhere.  By  1331  he  held  land  in  fifteen  Suffolk  villages  and  Acton,  including 
Kettlebaston,  Waldingfield,  Long  Medford,  Sudbury,  his  native  village  of  Bures, 
and  an  Essex  manor  belonging  to  the  honor  of  Clare.  In  1327  Edward  II  was 
imprisoned  in  a  rebellion  led  by  his  queen  and  angry  barons.  That  summer  his 
fifteen  year-oki  son,  Edward  III,  now  king,  led  a  war  against  Scotland. 
Parliament  assessed  a  tax  of  1/20th  of  the  value  of  moveable  property  to  finance 
this  war. 

Robert  de  BURES  was  listed  as  one  of  the  largest  taxpayers  in    Babergh 
Hundred,  Suffolk,  and  the  largest  taxpayer  in  Acton  village.  His  Acton  property 
cost  10  shillings.  His  total  tax  was  28  shUlings,  8  pence.  In  two  of  4he  six  villages 
in  Babergh  Hundred,  Robert  v^s  the  largest  taxpayer.  These  villages  were: 
Long  Melford,  Lavenham,  Great  Waldinghield,  Mildren,  and  Edwardston. 

By  1327  Robert's  sons  also  had  property.  Andrew  de  BURES  owned  land 
in  Suffolk.  He  paid  18  pence  tax  for^Dfoperty  inBunes^and  13  shillings  in 
Wickambrook  (high  taxes  then). 

Taxables  included  all  produce  of  land,  cattle,  rent,  cash,  merchants,  and 
tradesmen's  goods.  The  v\/ealthiest  few  paid  between  54  to  62  shillings  of  tax. 
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Robert  de  BURES'  levy  placed  him  amongst  the  more  "substantial"  men  in 
his  county.  His  tax  might  be  worth  1,400  English  pounds  in  the  1980s. 

A  typical  manor  house  in  Robert's  time  na^s  a  three  story  square  stone 
to\A/er,  a  miniature  castle  built  for  defence  against  raiding  war  parties.  It  was 
attached  to  a  stone-walled  hall  and  had  a  gabled  roof  rising  as  high  as  the  tower 
roof.  At  one  end  of  the  hall  was  usually  an  upper  floor  that  was  used  for  family 
living  room  and  bedrooms.  Beyond  the  hall  was  a  kitchen,  pantry,  dairy,  a 
bakehouse,  and  other  service  buildings. 

The  bakehouse  v^s  still  there  in  the  time  of  Robert's 
great-granddaughter,  Dame  Alice  de  BYRENNE,  who  ruled  the  estate  from 
about  1386  until  her  death  in  1435.  Her  memorial  brass  is  near  Sir  Robert's  in 
the  BURES  chapel  of  Acton  Church. 

Portions  of  her  household  accounts  have  survived.  They  show  that  twice 
yearly  she  paid  a  vwDrkman  to  sharpen  and  reset  the  handmill  stones  which 
ground  flour. 

Typically  servants  probably  served  noon  dinner  to  twelve  or  more 
persons.  On  New  Year's  Day  in  1413,  about  350  dined  at  Acton  Hall  on  beef, 
veal,  pork,  swan,  goose,  mutton,  rabbit,  poultry,  bread,  ale,  and  wine. 

Sir  Robert  continued  with  some  royal  duties.  He  was  one  of  three  men  to 
handle  a  Colchester  man's  complaint  of  being  assaulted  in  his  own  home  by  men 
who  robbed  him  and  hunted  in  his  Leyden  park.  The  next  month  Robert  was 
investigating  a  complaint  that  Ipswich  men  had  trespassed  the  land  of  Christiana 
de  MUSE,  taking  fish  from  her  ponds. 

In  1314  Sir  Robert  was  one  of  three  men  assigned  to  investigate  the 
complaint  of  Sir  Richard  de  GRAY  of  Shyrinham,  Norfolk  County.  He  reported 
that  a  dozen  or  so  men  had  hunted  in  his  free  warren,  taking  his  hares,  rabbits, 
and  partridges  away. 

In  March  1316  Sir  Robert  was  notified  by  Westminster  clerks  that  he  and 
two  others  were  named  "commissioners  of  array  in  Suffolk  County  for  the 
general  hosting  of  the  war  against  the  Scots."  Three  months  later  Robert  was 
one  of  three  appointed  to  be  conservators  of  peace  for  the  county  of  Suffolk. 

Persons  indicted  or  suspected  were  to  be  imprisoned  until  delivered  to 
the  law.  In  1322  the  King's  men  asked  Robert  as  a  loyal,  wise  man,  to  handle  a 
difficulty.  Amongst  those  captured  at  the  battle  of  Boroughbridge  in  a  baronial 
rebellion  was  Thomas,  Earl  of  Lancaster,  the  king's  cousin  and  long  time 
enemy. 

Thomas'  lands  and  those  of  many  of  his  followers  were  seized.  In  May 
1322  Robert  was  given  "supervision  over  the  castle,  manor,  and  honour  of 
Clare  in  any  English  counties,  and  manors  of  Berdefelde  and  Thaxstede,  County 
Essex,  and  lands  late  of  Thomas,  Earl  of  Lancaster,  and  others"  hostile  to  the 
king  in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk.  Robert  was  expected  to  file  with  the  royal  treasurers 
and  barons  of  the  exchequer  accounts  of  the  revenues  of  the  seized  estates. 

The  Clare  estates  over  which  Sir  Robert  had  earlier  served  as  steward 
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were  amongst  these.  The  honour  of  Clare  was  later  given  to  the  daughter  of  the 
last  Earl  of  Clare. 

In  1324  Sir  Robert  was  told  to  transfer  the  forfeited  lands  owned  in  Acton 
and  Great  Waldingfield  by  Peter  DENARDSTOND  to  his  sons,  John  and  Arthur. 
Peter  had  been  in  the  1322  uprising.  His  forfeited  lands  were  placed  in  Sir 
Robert's  care.  Sir  Robert  was  to  hold  the  remainder  in  royal  care  during  Peter's 
lifetime  or  until  further  order. 

Sir  Robert  de  BURES'  last  years  were  spent  less  in  public  life.  His  son 
and  heir,  Andrew,  was  a  landholder  in  his  own  right.  Andrew  de  BURES  had  a 
creditable  military  record  at  about  age  thirty.  Two  years  after  his  father's  death, 
Andrew  was  granted  a  lifetime  exemption  from  being  drafted  against  his  will  for 
jury  duty,  as  sheriff,  or  other  royal  minister.  This  privilege  was  granted  "on 
consideration  of  his  service  to  the  late  King  (Edward  II)  and  Edward  III  in  the 
Gascony  and  Scotland  wars." 

Sir  Robert  died  in  early  fall  1 331  at  about  sixty-six  years  of  age.  His 
widow,  Hilary,  made  an  agreement  with  Andrew.  He  was  to  have  control  of 
Robert's  lands,  except  for  a  home  on  Acton  manor.  In  return  he  was  to  pay  his 
stepmother  60  pounds  a  year  to  support  her  in  comfort. 

Hilary  de  BURES  died  on  13  December  1331 .  Her  death  left  control  of 
the  lands;  rents  in  Acton,  Kettlebaston,  the  Waldinfields,  Milden,  Melford, 
Sudbury,  and  Newton;  to  the  younger  sons,  Michael  and  William.  Another 
possible  son,  John  de  BURES,  was  mentioned  in  a  document  listing  the 
disposition  of  the  de  BURES  lands,  but  without  any  indication  of  his  having  any 
inheritance. 

Sir  Robert  de  BURES  was  interred  in  Acton  church,  memorialized  by   the 
beautiful  brass,  said  to  be  the  finest  remaining  in  England.  There  were  daily 
masses  for  his  soul  for  a  time.  Sir  Robert  had  been  given  licence  by  the  king  to 
grant  29  acres  of  Acton  land  and  60  acres  in  Great  Waldingfield  to  the  Crutched 
Friars  of  Whelnetham.  In  return  the  two  chaplains  celebrated  a  daily  mass, 
forever,  for  the  souls  of  Robert  and  his  ancestors. 

A  royal  official  approved  the  gift  after  assurance  of  Sir  Robert's  retaining 
enough  property  to  meet  his  financial  obligations  to  king  and  country.  A  record 
at  Lavenham  of  the  license's  review  states  that 

.  .  .  they  say  there  is  left  to  Robert  de  Bures  after  the  above  gift,  the    Manor  of 
Acton  and  divers  other  manors,  larKis,  and  holdings  in  the  counties  of  Norfolk, 
Suffolk  and  Essex,  which  are  held  of  divers  lords  .  .  .  worth  yearly  100  pounds 
and  more  .  . .  sufficient  for  the  customs  and  services  due  to  be  done  both  for  the 
lands  thus  given  and  for  the  lands  he  retains,  and  for  all  other  burdens  which  he 
bore  and  was  used  to  bear,  as  in  suits,  frankpledges,  tallage,  fines,  redemptions, 
contributions,  and  all  other  emergencies  to  be  borne.  And  they  say  that  said 
Robert  is  able  to  be  placed  on  assizes,  juries,  and  other  recognizances  as  we 
used  to  before  this  gift.  So  that  the  country  will  not  be  burdened  by  this  gift . . . 
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On  23  October  1331  Andrew  de  BURES  was  granted  permission  to  give 
the  same  Acton  and  Waldinfield  lands  to  the  Whelnetham  friars  to  carry  out  Sir 
Robert's  wishes.  The  following  May  a  similar  licence  was  granted  to  Robert's 
brother,  James.  James  de  BURES  had  given  lands  in  Bergholt  and  Great 
Fordham,  Suffolk,  for  daily  mass  at  St.  Mary  in  the  Bergholt  church  for  his  soul 
as  well  as  that  of  his  wife  Matilda,  brother  Robert,  and  their  parents. 

The  brass  to  Sir  Robert  de  BURES  is  in  a  small  chapel  at  the  northeast 
comer  of  Acton  Church.  Near  his  memorial  are  brasses  to  two  of  his 
descendants.  On  a  tomb  chest  which  separates  the  chapel  from  the  choir,  is  a 
marble  slab  with  an  indent  which  once  contained  a  cross-shaped  brass  memorial 
in  memory  of  Andrew,  Robert's  son  and  heir,  and  of  Andrev\/'s  son,  Robert. 
Nearby  on  the  chapel  floor  is  a  brass  to  Alice,  daughter  of  Sir  Robert  and  widow 
of  Sir  Guy  de  BRYENNE. 

Alice  died  in  1435.  She  had  returned  to  Acton  after  her  husband's  death. 
She  became  the  lady  of  the  manor. 

Also  on  the  chapel  floor  is  a  brass  of  Sir  Henry  de  BURES,  who  died    in 
1528.  He  was  the  reputed  last  of  the  de  BURES  family  to  hold  Acton  manor. 

The  above  information  was  taken  from  Bernard  and  Madeline  H. 
Brenner'sSir  Robert  de  Bures,  A  Soldier  of  Edward  I,  Acton,  Suffolk,  1331  (Falls 
Church,  Virginia,  1981).  The  Forward  in  this  entrancing  little  booklet  notes  that, 

Some  years  ago,  the  late  Rev.  Canon  R.T.  Lambert,  then  Vicar  of  Acton  church, 
stopped  to  chat  with  two  visitors  who  had  come  to  admire  the   memorial  brass  to 
Sir  Robert  de  Bures.  'He  was,'  Canon  Lambert  said,  'a  good  soldier  of  Edv^rd 
the  First.'  What  follows  is  a  brief  look  at  that  good  soldier  and  his  life  and  times. 
Preparation  of  this  story  of  the  man  beneath  the  de  Bures  brass  would  not 
have  been  possible  without  the  generous  help  and  earlier  published  work  of  Dr. 
Jennifer  Ward  of  Goldsmiths'  College,  London.  The  writers  are  also  grateful  for 
the  counsel  of  hers,  including  Dr.  H.  K.  Cameron,  president  of  the  Monumental 
Brass  Society,  and  Dr.  J.  M.  Blatchley  of  the  Suffolk  Institute  of  Archaeology  and 
History. 

The  eldest  son  of  Sir  Robert  and  Alice  de  BURES  was  John  de  BURES  of 
Bowthorpe  Manor,  Esquire.  He  was  bom  about  1299. 

Their  second  son  was  Sir  Andrew  de  BURRE  of  Acton.  He  was  bom 
about  1301.  Andrew  was  Sir  Rot>ert's  main  heir.  The  reversion  of  lands  in  Acton 
settled  on  him  in  1318.  He  died  on  12  April  1360  and  was  buried  in  Acton 
chancel. 

Andrew's  spouse  was  Alice  de  REYDON.  She  was  the  daughter  and 
heiress  of  Sir  John  of  Overbury  Hall,  Leyham,  Suffolk.  She  married  Sir  John  de 
SUTTON  of  Batayles  and  Wivenhoo,  Essex,  Lord  Sutton,  after  Andrew  de 
BURES'  death.  Alice  de  BURES  died  on  23  August  1392. 

Andrew's  heir  was  Robert  de  BURES.  The  manor  of  Foxherd  was  given 
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to  him. 

Alice  BRIAN,  a  daughter  of  Robert  de  BURES  and  granddaughter  of 
Andrew  de  BURES,  was  heiress  of  Alice,  Lady  Sutton. 

Sir  Robert  and  Alice  de  BURES'  third  son  was  Michael  de  BURES  of 
Brokehall,  Essex.  He  had  lands  in  Ketelberston,  Preston,  and  Great  and  Little 
Whelthnetham.  Michael  died  before  1373.  He  married  Mary 
WHELTHNETHHAM. 

Sir  Robert  and  Alice  de  BURES"  fourth  son  was  Sir  William  de  BURES, 
Vicar  of  Brecham.  In  1353  the  Manor  of  Nether  Attylton,  Suffolk,  was  granted  to 
him  by  his  brother  Andrew. 

The  children  of  Sir  Andrew  and  Alice  de  BURRE: 

1.  Sir  Robert  de  BURES,  of  Acton,  was  bom  in  1335.  He  died  on  7  October  1361 
and  was  buried  at  Acton.  He  married  the  Honorable  Joan  de  SUTTON,  a 
daugther  and  heiress  of  Sir  Richard  of  Wivenhoo,  Essex. 

2.  Andrew  de  BURES  of  Radwinter,  Essex  died  in  1376.  He  married  Alice 
SPENCER.  The  children  of  Andrew  and  Alice  de  BURES  were: 

I.  Andrew  de  BURES  of  Bromptons,  Colne  Engaine,  Essex,  Esquire.  He  held 
court  at  Bromptons  in  September  1402.  Andrew  married  Catherine  CHILTREN 
whose  father  was  said  to  have  been  a  Norman. 

2.  John  BURES  witnessed  a  deed  to  Thomas  SAMPSON  of  Kersey,    Suffolk,  in 
1382. 

3.  Margaret  de  BURES  mamed  William  SAMPSON. 

William  de  BURES  of  Bromptons  Manor  was  the  son  and  heir  of  Andrew 
and  Catherine  de  BURES.  William  married  Elizabeth  ROOS  whose  family^ 
owned  Roos  Manor,  Radwinter,  Essex,  from  about  1350  to  1419.  Their  children 
were: 

1.  William  BURES  married  Joan  MARKHAM.  William  de  BURES  had  the  title  of 
Esquire.  He  lived  at  Fosherd,  Essex,  and  held  court  at  Bromptons  in  1480  and 
at  Foxherd  in  1486. 

2.  Andrew  BURES. 

William  and  Joan  (MARKHAM)  de  BURES  had  at  least  two  sons:  Robert 
and  Andrew. 

Robert  BURES  of  Acton,  Suffolk,  held  court  at  Bromptons  in  1501.  The 
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manor  of  Acton  was  conveyed  to  him  and  "to  the  heirs  male  of  his  body"  in  1 507 
by  Thomas,  Earl  of  Ormond  et  al.  He  married  Joan  BUCK,  the  daughter  of 
Robert  BUCK  and  Johan  HEIGHAM  of  Moryeves,  Suffolk.  Robert  died  on  10 
July  1524. 

Andrew  BURES,  William  and  Joan's  second  son,  was  married  twice.  His 
sons  were  Richard  and  Robert  BURRE. 

The  will  of  Richard  BURRE  of  Much  Canfield,  Essex,  was  dated  26  April 
1562  and  probated  at  Stortford  on  1 1  December  1569.  He  was  "to  be  buried  in 
churchyard  of  Canfield". 

The  will  of  Robert  BURRE  of  Much  Canfield,  Essex,  was  dated  2  October 
1570  and  probated  at  Stortford  on  24  November  1570. 


29 


The  BURR  Family  in  America 
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A  Foreword  to  the  BURR  Family  in  America 

From  1620  to  1649  and  from  1661  to  1689  the  Pilgrims  and  the  Puritans 
came  to  what  is  now  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut.  In  these  years  the  Stuart 
kings:  James  I  (1620-1625);  Charles  I  (1625-1649);  Charles  II  (1660-1685);  and 
James  II  (1685-1688);  reigned  in  England.  They  were  oppressive  rulers  who 
came  to  be  opposed  by  many  of  England's  best  people. 

James  I  believed  that  he  owned  England  and  its  people.  He  asserted  his 
rule  by  Divine  Right,  thus,  his  will  was  law  and  the  people  had  no  rights.  A 
struggle  began  between  the  king  and  the  people  v^o  were  represented  by 
Parliament.  A  majority  held  that  they  could  not  be  taxed  without  their  consent, 
via  Parliamentary  vote.  The  Stuarts  tried  raising  money  without  asking 
Parliament  for  it. 

Charles  I  ruled  from  1629-1640  without  Parliament.  His  arrogance 
brought  on  the  war  which  ended  with  Charles  I  being  executed  in  1649. 

From  1649  to  1660  the  Commonwealth  was  in  effect,  with  Oliver 
CROMWELL  and  later  his  son  Richard,  ruling.  Their  autocratic  stance  brought 
about  the  re-establishment  of  the  monarchy  in  1660  under  Charles  II.  He  was 
succeeded  by  his  brother,  James  II,  in  1685.  James  was  such  a  despot  that  the 
Revolution  of  1688  led  to  his  fleeing  England. 

The  invention  of  the  printing  press  in  the  1600s  meant  that  the  people 
could  read  the  Bible  for  themselves,  rather  than  knowing  only  what  the  clergy 
told  them  was  "God's  Word,"  or  God's  Will. 

The  Puritans  were  a  Protestant  group  who  opposed  many  of  the  clergy's 
practices  and  pronouncements  as  unscriptural.  Another  group  came  to  be  called 
"Separatists."  They  disliked  the  forms  and  ceremonies  of  the  English  Church 
and  disapproved  of  church  government  by  bishops.  They  wanted  a 
self-governing  church,  known  as  Congregational,  where  members  selected  the 
minister,  and  governed  its  own  affairs. 

Pushing  for  self-government  in  the  church  fostered  the  growth  of 
democracy  in  England.  The  Pilgrims  sailed  to  America  to  have  self-government 
and  their  own  religion. 

Early  in  the  reign  of  James  I  (1603-1625),  the  people  of  Scrooby,  a  village 
in  Nottinghamshire,  formed  a  separate  church.  They  were  imprisoned  in 
hon-ible,  brutal  conditions.  Harsh  treatment  led  them,  in  1608,  to  escape  to 
Holland,  where  they  could  live  and  worship  as  they  pleased.  Because  of  this 
action  they  were  called  Pilgrims.  This  name  continued  for  a  time  after  they  came 
to  the  Land  of  Freedom. 

On  19  June  1619  the  first  "Colonial  Assembly"  ever  convened  in  America 
assembled  at  Jamestown.  The  members  were  elected  by  different  plantations 
and  their  body  was  called  the  House  of  Burgesses.  The  London  Company  gave 
its  sanction  to  the  House  of  Burgesses  by  an  ordinance  dated  24  July  1621 
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which  may  be  considered  as  the  Constitution  of  the  Colony,  the  first  of  its  kind  in 
America. 

From  that  time  and  following  the  massacre  of  many  of  the  Colonists  by 
Indians  on  22  March  1622,  the  population  of  the  Colonies  increased  rapidly 
through  the  constant  arrivals  of  great  numbers  of  immigrants.  Many  immigrants 
were  growing  wealthy  on  land  granted  by  the  King. 

Some  of  these  were  men  of  rank  and  fortune.  Others  were  younger 
sons  of  noble  and  titled  families,  who  felt  that  the  new  country  held  a  brighter 
future  for  them,  since  in  the  old  county  the  eldest  son  always  inherited  the  family 
estate. 

Political  conditions  in  Europe  were  greatly  disturbed.  This  event,  coupled 
with  a  spirit  of  adventure,  brought  many  new  people  to  America. 

The  London  Company  was  promoted  by  men  of  wealth  and  influence  to 
finance  the  new  project.  The  expectations  were  to  reap  rich  benefits  from  the 
products  of  the  large  plantations  granted  to  the  colonists. 

Churches  and  schools  were  considered  essential  to  the  life  of  the 
colonies.  Half  of  those  wtio  landed  in  Plymouth  during  the  first  year  died.  Only 
the  hardiest  lived. 

The  nucleus  of  the  Plymouth  Colony  was  the  small  band  of  men  and 
women  who  met  in  apostolic  fashion  in  a  private  house  in  Scrooby, 
Nottinghamshire,  England.  Massachusetts  Bay  was  a  company  of  business  men 
who  met  at  London,  planning  for  a  settlement  based  upon  righteousness  and 
profit. 

Both  the  Puritans  and  the  Pilgrims  were  Puritans  in  their  holy 
determination  to  avoid  every  impure,  degrading  fashion  and  to  live  by  the 
standards  of  the  Revealed  Word  of  God.  Both  groups  were  Pilgrims  in  that  their 
journey  was  made  from  high  religious  motives. 

They  brought  with  them  many  old  notions  of  intolerance  and  persecution 
wtiich  they  practiced.  It  took  many  years  for  the  Puritans  to  escape  from  those 
beliefs.  The  severe  legislation  of  the  Puritans  was  an  imitation  of  English  and 
continental  methods. 
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BURR  Immigrants  and  their  Family  -  from  England  to  Massachusetts 
Simon  BURR  (1618-1692/3)  married  (2)  Hester  (died  1692/3)  in  1648 

In  England: 

Simon  BURR,  yeoman,  our  immigrant  ancestor,  and  the  third  son  of  Henry 
and  Ann  (FISHER)  BURR,  was  baptized  at  Stisted,  England,  on  16  June  1618. 
His  mother  was  the  daughter  of  Gregory  FISHER.  His  father  was  the  son  of 
Symon  BURRE  of  Much  Canfeld,  England. 

Henry  and  Ann's  children  were: 

1 .  John  BURR,  the  eldest  son,  was  his  father's  heir.  He  had  a  Tenement  in 
North  Lopham,  Northamptonshire,  England,  willed  to  him  by  Grandfather 
FISHER. 

2.  Henry  BURR  was  baptized  in  Stisted  on  8  March  1606.  He  was  buried  in 
Hingham,  Massachusetts,  in  February  1646. 

3.  Mary  BURR  was  baptized  in  Stisted  on  I  October1609. 

4.  Esther  BURR  was  baptized  in  Stisted  on  16  June1612.  She  died  in  Hingham 
on  25  November  1644. 

5.  Susan  BURR  was  baptized  in  Stisted  on  6  December1614. 

6.  An  unnamed  child  was  buried  in  Stisted  on  7  December1616. 

7.  Simon(d)  BURR  was  baptized  in  Stisted  on  16  June  1618.  He  died  intestate 
on  7  Febmary  1691  at  age  72.  He  married  (1)  Rose  in  Hingham  and  (2)  Hester 
on  28  November  1648.  She  died  3  February  1693  in  Hingham. 

Line  of  descent  into  the  Salmon  BURR  line: 

Simon  BURR  married  Hester  - 1648 
John  BURR  married  Mary  WARREN  - 1685 
John  BURR,  Jr.  married  Silence  HAWARD  - 1722 
Seth  BURR  married  1753  Charity  PACKARD  - 1753 
Rufus  BURR  man^ied  Lydia  WILLIAMS  -  circa  1786 
Salmon  BURR  mamed  Azuba  THOMAS  - 1 809 

(Note:  The  known  descendants  of  Salmon  and  Azuba  will  be  included  in  a 
separate  section  following  our  other  colonial  ancestors.) 
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Simon  was  our  first  American  BURR  ancestor.  He  settled  in  Hingham, 
Massachusetts,  after  1639.  He  came  from  Dorchester,  Massachusetts,  where 
his  brother,  the  Reverend  Jonathan  BURR,  was  living. 

Simon  was  about  29  years-old  and  lived  on  what  is  now  School  Street. 
His  wife  was  named  Rose.  All  of  the  early  BURR  family  of  Hingham  are 
descended  from  Simon.  On  23  July  1644,  Rose  was  found,  after  a  search,  in  the 
well  (Suffolk,  Massachusetts,  Court  Files  volume  31,  page  53,  Paper  2715,  page 
82:   1692/3) 

Parish  Records:  25  November  1 644:  "Upon  the  sudden  death  of  Rose 
Bur  we  whose  names  are  underwritten,  being  required  by  the  constable  in  their 
Majesties  names  and  sworn  to  view  the  corps,  we  find  that  she  was  acsacary  to 
her  own  death  by  rising  out  of  her  bed  in  the  night  and  casting  herself  into  a  well 
of  water  and  was  found  dead." 

Simon  married  secondly  to  Hester  on  28  November  1648. 


The  First  American-Born  BURR  Generation 

1 .  Simon  BURR  was  baptized  on  25  February  1655.  He  manried  Mary  on  29 
August1690. 

2.  Hannah  BURR  married  John  HOBART  of  Hingham  on  2  April  1674. 

3.  John  BURR  was  bom  on  6  January  1660  and  baptized  on  31  May  1660.  He 
married  Mary  WARREN  in  1685. 

4.  Jonathan  BURR  was  bom  on  13  June  1668  and  died  in  the  Canadian 
Expedition  of  1690.  (The  Canadian  Expedition  was  a  struggle  between  England 
and  its  colonies  and  France  for  possession  of  what  became  the  United  States). 

5.  Mary  BURR  was  baptized  on  3  December  1639.  She  married  Zachary  LONG 
of  Charlestown,  Massachusetts,  as  his  second  wife.  Mary  died  on  2  August 
1681. 

Hester  BURR  died  on  3  February  1692-93,  about  one  year  after  her 
husband  died. 

Occupations  and  Citizenship: 

Simon  BURR  was  granted  lands  in  Hingham  in  1645.  He  was  town 
overseer  in  1659  and  a  surveyor  from  1660  to  1662.  He  became  a  freeman  in 
1664.  In  1675  he  was  a  juror  for  the  County  Court  of  Suffolk.  Undoubtedly 
much  time  and  energy  went  into  clearing  land,  ploughing,  planting,  reaping, 
hunting  for  meat,  and  constructing  the  necessary  buildings  and  fencing  to  keep 
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cattle  and  deer  out  of  the  crops.  Simon,  the  courageous  emigrant,  died  on  7 
February  1692/3. 

The  inventory  of  Simon's  estate  shows  the  standards  of  values  in  his 
times.  Symbols:  s=shillings;  £=pounds;  d=pence. 

"Books  and  Arms,  bedstead,  bed  furniture:  15£,  10s 

Sheets,  pillow  cases  and  napkins:  5£,  7s 

Towels,  table  cloths,  cotton,  woolen  and  linen  yams  and  sheep's  wool:  1£,  2s 

Pewter,  brass  kettles  and  other  brass  things:  4£,  7s 

Tables,  chairs,  chests,  etc:  3£ 

Saddle,  pillion,  bellows,  etc.:  16£ 

Cider,  pork,  beef,  suet:  3£,19s 

Iron  pots  and  other  iron  things:  2£,8s,6d  (pence) 

Spinning  wheels:  4£,2s 

Grain,  flax,  etc.:  6£ 

4  cows:  8£;  2  oxen:  6£ 

Other  cattle:  6£ 

Sheep:  5£ 

Swine:  1£ 

Horse:  1£,15s 

Sum  of  movable  estate:  88£,  1 7s,  6d 

Home  lands,  dwelling  house,  and  barn:  100£ 

Salt  marsh  and  upland  on  Ware  River:  20£ 

One  lot  in  3rd  division  of  salt  marsh  in  Cohasset,  one  lot  in  1st  division  Cohasset 

and  upland  in  Hingham:  13£ 

One  lot  in  Fresh  Meadow,  one  in  Turkey  Meadow  that  was  Mr.  Sturgis',  and  a 

Great  Lot  on  Great  Plain:  10£;  Six  and  1/2  shares  in  the  Commons:  3£ 

A  piece  of  land  in  Plain  Neck  that  was  Mr  Sturgis':  6£,  10s 

Lot  in  Salt  Marsh  in  1st  division  of  Cohasset  marsh  in  Hinghan:  30£ 

Lot  in  second  division  Cohasset  upland:  14£ 

Lot  in  3rd  division  Cohasset  upland:  6£,  10s;  3  acres  on  Old  Planter's  Hill:  12£ 

3  Wood  lots  on  Ware  Neck:  10s 

Three  cowbells;  4s 

Total  Inventory:  326£,  Is,  6d. 

Agreement  for  the  division  of  the  estate  of  Simon  BURR:  Articles  of 
Agreement  made  by  Simon  BURR  and  John  BURR,  sons  and  only  surviving 
children  of  Simon  BURR  late  of  Hingham,  County  of  Suffolk,  Province  of 
Massachusetts  Bay  in  N.E.,  yeoman,  deceased,  for  the  division  and  settlement 
of  the  estate  left  by  their  said  father  pursuant  to  his  mind  declared  upon  his 
death  bed.  Simon  B  to  have  the  house  which  was  their  father's  situated  in 
Hingham  and  all  the  orchards,  gardens,  lands  and  fresh  meadow  about  said 
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house  .  .  .  and  all  edifices,  buildings  and  fences  thereon;  also  half  a  3  A  lot  of 
upland  on  Old  Planters  Hill  in  Hingham. 

John  to  have  all  that  parcel  of  salt  marsh  at  Conahasset  in  the  first 
division;  and  a  lot  in  ye  second  division  of  Cohasset  upland;  and  half  a  lot  in  the 
3rd  division  of  Conahasset  upland  within  the  bounds  of  Hingham;  and  1/2  a 
great  lot  on  the  Great  Plain  within  the  bounds  of  Hingham;  and  three  shares  of 
the  common  lands  in  Hingham;  and  one  half  of  the  three  acre  lot  on  Old 
Planter's  Hill. 

All  household  goods,  moveables  and  stock  except  the  best  feather  bed 
and  furnishings  belonging  to  it  which  is  reserved  for  their  niece  (Hannah 
HOBART),  to  be  equally  divided  between  said  Simon  BURR  and  John  and  that 
said  Simon  and  John  will  pay  10£  in  countrey  pay  to  their  niece  Hannah 
HOBART,  Simon  paying  six  pounds  and  John  paying  four  pounds,  according  to 
the  declared  will  of  their  father.  Dated  17  March  1692/3  in  the  fifth  year  of  their 
Majesties  Reign.  Suffolk  (Massachusetts)  Probate  Office,  Volume  13,  page  159. 

Simon  BURR,  Jr.  was  a  "setwork  cooper"  (maker  of  wooden  barrels, 
casks,  and  tubs)  He  was  a  trooper  in  King  Philip's  War  in  1675.  He  married 
Mary  on  29  August1690.  They  moved  to  Rehoboth,  Massachusetts,  about  1708, 
perhaps  because  of  the  abundance  of  red  cedar  trees.    He  died  in  1 722  at  the 
age  of  sixty-seven  years.  The  children  of  Simon,  Jr.  and  Mary  were  all  recorded 
in  Hingham. 

1 .  Hannah  BURR  was  bom  on  25  May  1691 . 

2.  Simon  BURR  was  born  on  30  September  1692. 

3.  Mary  BURR  was  born  on  7  September  1694.  She  married  John  GARY  of 
Bridgewater  on  2  November  1 730. 

4.  Ruth  BURR  was  bom  on  16  December  1696.  She  married  Henry  SMITH  of 
Rehoboth  on  5  December  1716. 

5.  Rachel  BURR  was  born  on  10  April  1699.  She  married  Ephraim  HUNT  of 
Rehoboth  on  II  November  1729. 

6.  Isaac  BURR  was  born  on  3  May  1701 .  He  died  on  4  October  1727  at  the  age 
of  twenty-six  years.  He  was  unmarried. 

7.  David  BURR  was  bom  on  28  February  1703. 

8.  Samuel  BURR  was  born  on  1  April  1707. 

Simon  BURR,  Jr.  died  in  1722.  He  is  buried  in  the  Peck  Burying  Ground. 
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His  slate  tombstone  was  made  in  England  and  is  elaborately  carved  with  a 
winged  seraph  and  scroll  work.  He  was  called  "Mr.  Symond  BURR"  in  the  bond 
of  his  executors,  a  title  that  was  only  bestowed  on  men  of  large  estates, 
prominence,  and  respect. 


The  Times  of  the  Early  BURR  Generations 

Peach  trees  were  grown  from  seed. 

Salt  hay  and  fresh  meadow  hay  were  harvested  so  late  in  the  season  that 
quality  was  very  poor  and  the  livestock  came  out  in  sphng  very  thin  in  flesh. 

In  1773,  735  pounds  of  flax  were  grown  in  town.  There  were  77  yoke  of  oxen, 
836  cows,  179  horses,  670  acres  of  land  under  tillage,  2051  acres  of  mowing 
land,  7313  acres  of  "paster"  land.  In  1749  there  were  3,162  sheep.  Farmers' 
families  were  fed  and  clothed  from  their  own  work  on  the  farm.  If  crops  failed, 
starvation  stared  them  in  the  face. 

From  The  Founders  of  New  England  (page  69): 

"February  1633  Orders  of  the  Lord  ArchBishop  of  Canterbury,  Wm  Laud, 
Lord  Keeper,  Lord  Privie  Seal,  Lord  High  Chamberlaine,  Earle  of  Kelly,  Lord 
Scottington  and  others:  Whereeas  by  warrant  bearing  date  2second  of  this 
present  (1634)  the  several  ships  are  now  lying  in  the  River  of  Thames  ...  the 
Clement  and  Job,  The  Reformation,  The  True  Loue,  The  Elizabeth 
Bonadventure,  The  Sea  Flower,  the  Mary  and  John,  The  Planter,  the  Elizabeth 
and  Dorcas,  The  Hercules  and  the  Neptune. 

For  as  much  as  the  Masters  of  the  said  ships  were  this  (day)  called  before 
the  Board  and  several  Particulars  given  them  in  charges  to  be  performed  in  their 
said  Voyage,  amongst  which  the  said  Masters  were  to  enter  into  several  Bonds 
of  One  Hundred  Pounds  a  piece  to  His  Majestys  use  before  the  Clarke  of  the 
Councell  attendant  to  observe  and  cause  to  be  observed. .  . 

1 .  That  all  and  Every  Person  aboard  their  Ships  now  bound  for  New  England,  as 
aforesaid,  that  shall  blaspheme  or  profane  the  Holy  name  of  God  be  severely 
punish't. 

2.  That  they  cause  the  Prayers  contained  in  the  Book  of  Common  Prayers 
establisht  in  the  Church  of  England  to  be  said  daily  at  the  usual  hours  for 
Morning  and  Evening  Prayers  and  that  they  cause  all  persons  aboard  their  said 
Ships  to  be  present  at  the  same. 

3.  That  they  do  not  receive  aboard  or  transport  any  person  that  hath  not  a 
Certificate  from  the  Officers  of  the  Port  where  he  is  to  embarque  that  he  hath 
taken  both  the  Oathes  of  Allegeance  and  Supremacy, 
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4.  That  upon  their  return  into  this  Kingdom  they  Certify  to  the  Board  the  names 
of  all  such  Persons  as  they  shall  transport  together  with  their  Proceedings  in  the 
Execue'on  of  the  aforesaid  Articles  .  .  . 

Among  those  who  took  the  Oathes  of  Supremacey  and  Alleigeance  to  pass: 
Thomas  West,  George  Browne,  Richard  Browne.  16  April  1634  in  the  Hercules 
John  Anthony,  William  Elliot." 

Rules  for  English  Childrens"  Manners  in  1701. 

Chapter  1 : 

1 .  Fear  GOD. 

2.  Honour  the  KING. 

3.  Reverence  thy  Parents. 

4.  Submit  to  thy  Superiors. 

5.  Despise  not  thy  inferiors. 

6.  Be  courteous  with  thy  Equals. 

7.  Pray  daily  and  devoutly. 

8.  Converse  with  the  Good. 

9.  Imitate  not  the  wicked. 

10.  Hearken  to  Instruction. 

1 1 .  Be  desirous  of  Learning. 

12.  Love  the  School. 

13.  Be  always  cleanly. 

14.  Study  Vertue. 

1 5.  Provoke  no  Body. 

16.  Love  thy  School  fellows. 

17.  Please  thy  Master. 

1 8.  Let  not  play  entice  thee. 

19.  Refrain  thy  Tongue. 

20.  Covet  future  Honour,  which  only  Vertue  and  Wisdom  can  procure. 

Chapter  II.  OF  Behaviour  at  Church: 

1 .  Decently  walk  to  thy  Seat  or  Pew;  run  not,  nor  go  wantonly. 

2.  Sit  where  thou  art  ordered  by  thy  Superiors,  Parents  or  Masters. 
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John  BURR 

John  BURR  (1658/0-1716  )  married  Mary  WARREN  (1665-1747)  in  1685 

Line  of  descent  into  the  Salmon  BURR  line: 

Simon  BURR  married  Hester  - 1648 
John  BURR  married  Mary  Warren  - 1685 
John  BURR,  Jr.  marhed  Silence  Haward  - 1722 
Seth  BURR  married  1753  Charity  PACKARD  - 1753 
Rufus  BURR  married  Lydia  Williams  -  circa  1786 
Salmon  BURR  mamed  Azuba  Thomas  - 1809 

The  Second  American-Born  Generation 

John  BURR,  son  of  Simon  and  Hester,  was  born  on  6  January  1659/60  in 
Hingham,  Norfolk  County,  Massachusetts.  John  was  our  first  American-born 
BURR  ancestor.  The  church  records  of  the  Reverend  Peter  HOBART  show  that 
John  was  baptized  on  31  May  1660.  John  married  Mary  WARREN  in  Hingham 
on  24  December  1685.  She  was  a  Mayflower  descendant  and  the  daughter  of 
John  and  Deborah  (WILSON)  WARREN  of  Hingham  and  Boston, 
Massachusetts. 

In  1692/3  John  BURR  and  his  brother  Simon  divided  their  father's  estate. 
They  were  their  parents'  only  surviving  children,  eight  other  siblings  had  died. 

John,  like  his  father,  was  both  a  cooper  and  a  farmer.  In  1698  he  was 
also  a  constable.  John  died  on  7  December1716  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  years. 
He  made  his  will  the  same  day  that  he  died.  His  estate  inventory  included  his 
house  and  land  in  Hingham  Centre,  120£,  two  oxen,  three  steers,  six  cows,  a 
horse,  poultry,  and  swine.  It  was  appraised  at  921  £,  16  shillings,  5  pence. 

Mary  (WARREN)  BURR  died  in  Hingham,  twenty-six  years  later,  on  27 
July  1 742  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years. 

The  children  of  John  and  Mary  (WARREN)  BURR.  All  of  the  births  were 
recorded  in  Hingham  records. 

1 .  Mary  BURR  was  born  on  13  September  1686.  She  mamed  Thomas  MARSH 
of  Hingham  on  26  August  1708.  She  died  on  4  August  1747. 

2.  John  BURR  was  born  on  4  November1687  and  died  the  next  day. 

3.  Deborah  BURR  was  born  on  22  January  1688/9.  She  married  Nehemiah 
LINCOLN  in  Weymouth,  Massachusetts,  in  1717.  She  died  6/7  June  1760  at  the 
age  of  80.  Nehemiah  and  Deborah  had  no  children. 


39 


4.  Sarah  BURR  was  born  on  20  January  1691/2.  Her  marriage  banns  were 
published  on  21  February  1712/13.  She  married  Elisha  BISBEE,  Jr. 

5.  John  BURR  was  born  on  24  June  1695.  He  married  Silence,  the  daughter  of 
Ephraim  and  Mary  (KEITH)  HAWARD  of  Bridgewater  on  7  November1722. 
They  had  one  son,  John,  bom  in  Hingham  on  I  June  1724.  John  and  Silence 
lived  in  Bridgewater,  where  he  was  deacon  of  the  church.  John  Sr.  died  on  16 
May  1777.  Silence  died  in  1773  in  Bridgewater,  Massachusetts. 

6.  Jonathan  BURR  was  bom  on  3  Febmary  1697/8.  He  married  Mary,  the 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  (LEWIS)  LINCOLN  on  9  April  1720  in  Boston. 
Mary  LINCOLN  was  born  in  Hingham  on  14  January  1696.  She  died  on  26 
October  1784.  Jonathan  and  Mary  lived  at  the  junction  of  Turkey  Hill  Road  and 
Leavitt  Street.  Jonathan  worked  as  a  cooper.  He  vy/as  fatally  wounded  when  run 
overby  a  cart  wheel  on  23  June  1762.  He  died  the  same  day.  Jonathan  and 
Mary  had  five  daughters  and  five  sons. 

7.  Joshua  BURR  was  born  on  27  October  1699.  He  married  Elizabeth 
TILESTON  of  Dorchester.  The  marriage  was  published  on  16  December  1727  in 
Boston.  Joshua  was  a  farmer.  They  lived  in  the  second  precinct  and  had  five 
daughters  and  four  sons.  Several  of  their  children  died  as  infants.  Joshua  died 
on  10  December  1754. 

8.  Lydia  BURR  was  born  on  17  August  1701 .  She  married  Israel  VICERY  on  7 
December  1721  and  Henry  SMITH  of  Rehoboth  on  12  June  1748. 

9.  Abigail  BURR,  Lydia's  twin  sister,  was  also  bom  on  17  August  1701.  She 
married  David  BALDWIN  of  Hingham  on  14  June  1723. 

10.  Elisha  BURR  was  born  on  3  December  1703.  He  was  thirteen  years-old 
when  his  father  died  in  1716.    Elisha  married  Sarah  BATES  on  25  December 
1735.  Elisha  had  a  cooperage  in  Hingham.    They  lived  at  the  junction  of  Turkey 
Hill  Road  and  Leavitt  Street.  In  1744  Elisha  was  constable.  Elisha  and  Sarah 
had  ten  children,  all  born  in  Hingham.  Five  of  their  children  died  in  infancy. 
Elisha  died  on  20  May  1778.  His  will  was  dated  5  April  1753.  Sarah  died  on  9 
July  1790. 
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John  and  Silence  BURR 

JOHN  BURR,  Jr.  (1695-1716)  married  Silence  HAWARD  (1705-1733)  in  1722 

Line  of  BURR  descent  in  America: 

Simon  BURR  married  Hester  - 1648 
John  BURR  married  Mary  WARREN  - 1685 
John  BURR,  Jr.  married  Silence  HAWARD  - 1722 
Seth  BURR  married  1753  Charity  PACKARD  - 1753 
Rufus  BURR  married  Lydia  WILLIAMS  -  circa  1786 
Salmon  BURR  married  Azuba  THOMAS  - 1809 

John  BURR,  Jr.  was  bom  on  24  June  1695  in  Hingham,  Massachusetts. 
He  was  the  fifth  child  of  John  and  Mary  (WARREN)  BURR.  John  Jr.  moved  to 
Bridgewater,  Massachusetts,  In  1720.  He  married  Silence  HAWARD/HOWARD 
on  7  Novemberl  722.  She  was  the  fourth  daughter  of  Ephraim  and  Mary 
(KEITH)  HAWARD  of  Bridgewater.  Silence  was  bom  on  3  June  1705  in 
Bridgewater.  She  died  on  6  May  1783  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years. 

West  Bridgewater  (Massachusetts)  Tombstones: 

"In  Memory  of  Mrs  Silence  BURR,  wife  of  Deac.  John  BURR,  who  died  May 
6,1773  in  ye  68  year  of  her  age." 

"In  memory  of  Reverend  John  BURR,  who  died  March  the  16th,  1777,  in  ye 
90second  year  of  his  age." 

Middletown  (Connecticut)  Tombstone: 

"In  memory  of  Elijah  BURR,  merch't,  son  of  Deac'n  John  BURR  of  Bridgewater  in 
the  Massachusetts  State,  who  died  at  Middletown,  the  place  of  his  residence  for 
many  years,    Jan'y  15th  A.D.  1789  in  the  54th  year  of  his  age". 

The  Third  American-Born  Generation 

1 .  John  BURR  was  born  in  Hingham  on  5  June  1724.  He  married  Sarah 
TURNER  in  Rehoboth  on  13  August  1746.  They  had  two  children:  Sarah  and 
William.  William  married  Mary  POWERS  and  had  two  children:  Silence  and 
Polly.  John  died  in  1766  in  Bridgewater. 
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2.  Elijah  BURR  was  bom  in  1726.  He  moved  to  Middletown,  Connecticutt,  where 
he  was  an  "extensive  merchant."  He  died  there  on  15  January  1780.  His 
tombstone  in  the  burial  grounds  read:  "In  memory  of  Elijah  BURR.  Merchant, 
son  of  Deacon  John  BURR  of  Bridgewater."  Elijah's  estate  of  4,467£  was 
distributed  by  court  order  amongst  his  brothers:  Jonathan;  Seth;  and  Ephraim; 
and  the  children  of  Elijah's  deceased  brother  John. 

3.  Mary  BURR  was  born  on  26  September  1728  in  Bridgewater.  She  mamed 
William  BLAKELY  on  I  December  1773. 

4.  Jonathan  BURR  was  bom  on  16  April  1731 .  He  mamed  Martha  CUDWORTH 
on  30  May  1754.  Martha  died  in  1791 .  Jonathan  man-ied  Lydia,  the  daughter  of 
Samuel  KINSLEY,  on  4  October  1792.  They  had  nine  children:  Mary,  Sarah, 
Jonathan,  John,  Deborah,  Thomas,  Levi,  Samuel,  and  Silence  BURR.  The  elder 
Jonathan  died  on  24  June  1797  in  Bridgewater.  His  estate  was  valued  at  4042£. 

Tombstones  in  the  West  Bridgewater  Cemetery: 

"In  memory  of  Mrs  Martha,  wife  of  Mr  Jonathan  BURR,  who  died  December  ye 
12th  1791 ,  in  ye  55th  year  of  her  age:  'Our  loving  friend  is  gone.  No  more  to 
cheer  her  friends  and  children  dear,  0  certain  fate,  we  view  this  teaching  stone. 
And  mourn  thy  death  to  meditate  our  own.'" 

"Here  lies  Mr.  Jonathan  BURR;  he  died  June  24th  in  the  66th  year  of  his  age. 
'Death,  inexorable,  hath  laid  in  the  dust.  The  man  vjho  was  faithful,  pious  and 
just.  From  torments  extreme,  how  happy  the  flight.  From  misery  to  joy,  from 
darkness  to  light.'" 

5.  Seth  BURR  was  on  born  7  April  1734.  He  married  Charity,  the  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Susanna  (KINGSLEY)  PACKARD  in  1753. 

6.  Ephraim  BURR  was  bom  on  29  August  1737.  He  was  a  Captain  in  the  East 
and  a  gentleman,  (which  meant  that  he  did  not  have  to  work  for  a  living).  In 

1 786  he  was  deputy  sheriff  in  Bristol  County. 

He  married  Susanna,  the  daughter  of  Joseph  ALGER,  on  5  September 
1755.  They  moved  to  Boston  in  about  1765.  Ephraim  later  remarried  to 
Hannah.  He  was  licensed  by  the  Court  in  1765  "to  sell  Tea,  Coffy,  and  China 
ware,  became  bound  as  principal  in  the  sum  of  Ten  pounds  with  Daniel  Williams, 
Esq.,  his  surety,  to  pay  to  the  farmer  on  said  excise  the  duty  as  the  law 
requires." 

In  March  1 777  Ephraim  enlisted  in  a  company  which  saw  some  of  the 
hardest  service  of  the  Revolutionary  War.    He  was  a  Lieutenant  of  the  5th 
County  of  Foot,  3rd  Regiment,  Bristol  County  Militia,  1776;  Captain,  1777;  at 
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Valley  Forge  in  the  field  from  I  January  1 777  to  September  1 0  1 779.    He 
wintered  with  his  company  at  Valley  Forge,  John  Bailey's  Regiment.  Ephraim 
died  on  1  September  1786,  at  the  age  of  forty-nine  years,  "by  his  own  hand"  (he 
slit  his  throat). 


The  American  Revolution:  Some  Insights 

Gordy,  History  of  the  United  States:  (page  457): 

"General  George  Washington's  position  at  Valley  Forge  was  strong,  but  it  was  a 
bitter  winter.  Most  of  the  soldiers  were  in  rags,  few  had  bedding,  and  many  had 
not  even  straw  to  lie  on  at  night.  Nearly  3,000  were  barefoot,  and  could  be 
tracked  by  their  bloody  foot  prints.  'For  some  days  past,'  wrote  General 
Washington,  'there  has  been  little  less  than  famine  in  the  camp.  All  Americans 
owe  gratitude  to  those  brave  men  who  endured  such  bitter  hardship  to  win 
independence  for  our  country.' 

A  story  told  of  Washington  at  Valley  Forge: 

"When  "Friend  Potts"  was  near  the  camp  one  day  he  heard  an  earnest  voice. 
On  approaching  he  saw  Washington  on  his  knees,  his  cheeks  wet  with  tears, 
praying  to  God  for  help  and  guidance.  When  the  fanner  returned  home,  he  said 
to  his  wife:  'George  Washington  will  succeed!  The  Americans  will  secure 
independence;  I  heard  him  pray  in  the  woods  today,  and  the  Lord  will  surely 
hear  his  prayer.  He  will,  Hannah;  thee  may  rest  assured  he  will.'" 

The  Revolutionary  War  (from  Chaffin's  History  of  Eston  ): 

'Those  not  in  the  Revolutionary  War  did  much:  some  stripped  themselves, 
driving  to  camp  near  Boston  with  food,  blankets,  and  necessaries.  The 
Daughters  of  Liberty  were  busy  with  their  needles,  sacrificing  what  they  had. 
There  was  real  suffering,  the  endurance  of  privation,the  never-ending  anxiety 
about  their  husbands,  sons,  brothers,  kin,  and  friends.  Nearly  every  able  man  of 
every  town,  and  many  of  the  boys  served  in  the  Revolutionary  forces.  Veterans 
of  the  American  Revolution  did  get  a  pension,  but  had  to  wait  until  1818,  when 
Congress  voted  $8  per  month  to  "destitute  old  soldiers". 
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Seth  BURR  (1734-circa  1791)  married  Charity  PACKARD  (1733-179?)  in  1753 

Line  of  descent  into  the  Salmon  BURR  line: 
Simon  BURR  married  Hester  - 1648 
John  BURR  married  Mary  WARREN  - 1685 
John  BURR,  Jr.  mamed  Silence  HAWARD  - 1722 
Seth  BURR  mamed  1753  Charity  PACKARD  - 1753 
Rufus  BURR  married  Lydia  WILLIAMS  -  circa  1786 
Salmon  BURR  married  Azuba  THOMAS  - 1809 

Seth  BURR  was  born  7  April  1734,  to  the  Reverend  John  and  Silence 
(HAWARD)  BURR,  in  Bridgewater,  Plymouth  County,  Massachusetts.  Seth  was 
the  fourth  son  and  the  fifth  of  his  parent's  six  children.  Charity  was  born  on  25 
February  1733  in  Bridgewater.  She  was  the  elder  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Susanna  (KINGSLEY)  PACKARD  and  a  fifth  generation  descendant  of  Francis 
COOKE  of  the  Mayflower.  Seth  and  Charity  were  married  on  3  May  1753. 


The  Fourth  American-Born  Generation 

1.  Silence  BURR  was  born  on  25  May  1754  and  baptized  on  17  November  1754 
in  West  Bridgewater.  She  mamed  John  HAWARD  Jr.  on  2  December  1773.  She 
died  on  20  March  1780  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years.  The  epitaph  on  her 
grave  in  the  family  plot  in  Jerusalem  Cemetery  reads: 

"You,  reader,  stop 
And  lend  a  tear; 
Think  on  the  dust 
That  slumbers  here". 

2.  Charity  BURR  was  bom  on  13  November  1755  and  baptized  on  18  January 
1756. 

3.  Seth  BURR  was  born  on  15  December  1757;  baptized  on  14  May  1758;  and 
died  on  28  December  1849.  He  was  ninety-two  years-old  and  a  widower.  He 
worked  as  a  cooper.  His  Intent  to  Wed  Susanna  MEHURON,  of  Easton,  was 
filed  14  April  1782.  They  lived  in  Easton,  Norton,  Mansfield,  and  Wrentham, 
Massachusetts.  Seth  served  in  the  American  Revolution. 

4.  Simeon  BURR  was  bom  on  29  November  1759  and  baptized  on  9  December 
1759.  He  was  in  the  1790  Massachusetts  census  but  not  in  that  of  1800.  He 
served  two  periods  in  the  Revolution,  one  from  1777-1780. 
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5.  Huldah  BURR  was  born  and  baptized  on  21  June  1761.  She  was  in  the  1800 
census  of  Greenwich,  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  She  and  her  spouse 
had  five  girls  and  a  boy.  They  lived  near  Rufus. 

6.  Susanna  BURR  was  born  on  1 1  April  1763  and  baptized  on  5  June  1763.  Her 
intent  to  wed  Samuel  HARTWOLL  was  filed  on  2  March  1782  in  Norton, 
Massachusetts.  They  lived  in  Easton,  Massachusetts. 

7.  Sylvanus  BURR  was  bom  on  28  January  1765  and  baptized  on  5  May  1765. 
He  man-ied  Sarah  (Sally)  WARREN  in  Easton  on  23  December  1790.  He  died 
on  14  December  1841  in  Derby,  Orleans  County,  Vermont.  He  and  Rufus  BURR 
were  in  the  same  Revolutionary  War  Company.  Sylvanus  enlisted  in  June  1782 
in  Captains  Marshall  and  Hobbs'  Companies  and  was  discharged  in  March  1794. 
He  applied  for  a  soldier's  pension  from  Stanstead,  Lower  Canada  in  1872.  His 
wife  was  in  Derby,  Vermont. 

8.  Rufus  BURR  was  bom  on  29  December  1766;  baptized  between  29  March 
and  12  April  1767,  and  died  after  1839,  likely  in  Vermont.  He  mamed  Lydia,  the 
daugther  of  Silas  and  Lydia  (PERRY)  WILLIAMS,  circa  1786 

9.  Elijah  BURR  was  bom  on  26  May  and  baptized  4  June  1769.  He  may  have 
died  in  Vermont;  death  data  unknown.  He  married  Olive  AMES  on  26  AphI 
1789.  He  later  filed  an  intent  to  marry  Mary  ROCKWOOD  in  Greenwich, 
Massachusetts,  on  27  August  1797. 

10.  Persis  BURR  was  baptized  on  24  March  1771.  She  marned  Samuel 
LUSCOMB  circa  21  Januray  1793  in  Greenwich,  Massachusetts.  The 
marriages  of  Elijah  and  Persis  are  the  only  BURR  entries  in  Greenwich, 
Massachusetts,  Vital  Records. 

Land  Transactions: 

On  1  December  1762,  nine  years  after  the  marriage  of  Seth  and  Charity, 
her  parents  sold  for  13£,  6  shillings,  8  pence,  to  Seth  BURR  of  Bridgewater, 
setwork  cooper,  1 8  acres  of  upland  with  a  house  and  barn;  dated  1  December 
1762,  acknowledged  31  December  1762,  and  recorded  4  January  1764. 

Seth  and  Charity  BURR  to  Jacob  PACKARD,  Bridgewater,  yeoman,  the 
same  land  for  53£,  6  shillings,  8  pence  (Likely  a  mortgage  for  the  unpaid 
balance). 

On  28  February  1778,  Thos.  Fling  sold  to  Seth  5.5  acres  with  a  dwelling 
house.  It  was  witnessed  by  Charity  and  Simeon  BURR  on  28  February  1778. 

Wm.  Barlett,  feltmaker,  sold  for  85£  and  3  shillings  to  Seth;  28  acres  and 
77  rods  with  a  house  and  barn  in  Easton.  The  deed  was  dated  10  April  1781. 
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The  Times  in  this  area  of  Plymouth  County 

Education 

Not  until  1758  was  there  public  support  for  education,  then  a  grammar 
school  was  established  to  fit  boys  for  Harvard  University.  The  first  teachers 
v^re  strong  men.  The  rough  boys  attending  winter  sessions  had  respect  only  for 
strength.  Instruction  was  mainly  reading,  spelling,  writing  and  at  times  "ciphering 
to  the  rule  of  three."  There  was  not  enough  work  with  text  books  to  fill  the  day,  so 
girls  had  sewing  or  knitting  to  do  while  the  boys  had  lessons  in  arithmetic, 
including  "long  sums". 

Problems 

With  limited  schooling,  no  newspapers  and  few  books,  there  v^re  "evil 
indulgances"  and  much  drinking.  Court  and  Church  records  show  many 
immoralities,  being  locked  in  the  stocks;  many  fines,  orders  to  receive  twenty  to 
thirty  lashes  on  the  naked  back  for  sins  against  purity  and  virtue.  Cases 
included  traveling  on  Sunday,  a  Quaker  who  refused  to  be  a  constable, 
"prophaine  cursing",  and  being  jailed  for  debt.  Vagrants  were  jailed  in  the  House 
of  Correction.  A  gang  of  thieves  was  sentenced  to  pay  costs  and  damages  and 
"to  sit  on  the  gallows  for  an  hour  with  a  rope  about  the  neck,  one  end  cast  over 
the  gallows,  be  whipped  twenty  stripes,  and  confined  for  five  years  of  hard  labor. 

Labor 

The  selectmen  (town  fathers)  and  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  and 
Inspection  set  the  prices  of  labor  and  merchandise:  farm  labor,  2-3  shillings  a 
day;  butter  10  pence;  a  pound  of  wheat,  7  shilllings,  6  pence;  port,  4  pence-ha 
penny;  oats  2  shillings  per  bushel;  com  4  shillings  per  bushel;  rye  5  shillings  per 
bushel;  beef  6  pence  per  pound;  cheese  6  pence  pr  pound.  Prices  were  set  for 
beef,  cheese,  milk,  lamb,  turnips,  beans,  veal,  Spanish  potatoes.  New  England 
rum,  good  English  hay,  "shewing  a  horse  or  ox;  men's  shoes;  making  shoes; 
women's  work  was  3  shillings,  4  pence.  (4  pence  =  40  cents,  per  week). 


Rebellion  against  England 

England's  greed  in  1764  led  to  taxing  the  Colonies  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
the  seventy-four  year  French-Indian  war  of  1689.  In  1763  a  struggle  vAih  France 
ensued  for  control  of  North  America. 

The  colonies  could  export  products  only  to  England.  Sheep  raising  and 
weaving  woolen  cloth  were  discouraged  by  Parliament.  Duties  on  imports  were 
increased.  Easton,  Massachusetts,  had  several  slitting  mills  (for  slitting  shells  of 
molluscs  and  turtles)  and  forges.  Such  industries  were  declared  to  be 
nuisances. 
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The  Stamp  Act  of  1765  mandated  colonies'  buying 
English-government-stamped  paper  for  newspapers,  pamphlets,  almanacs, 
advertisements,  deeds,  notes  and  other  legal  papers.  This  act  gave  the  colonies 
a  common  grievance  and  purpose  for  united  action.  Sons  of  Liberty  and 
Daughters  of  Liberty  were  formed. 

In  1766  England  reluctantly  repealed  the  Stamp  Act.  England  levied 
heavy  taxes  to  be  collected  on  20  November.  Threadbare  clothing  became 
fashionable. 

The  Massachusetts  Provincial  Congress  directed  the  people  to  perfect 
military  skills  and  for  each  town  to  provide  a  stock  of  arms  and  ammunition.  In 
1774  conviction  grew  daily  that  war  with  England  was  inevitable  and 
preparations  began.  Two  military  companies  were  equipped  and  military  drill 
was  constant.  On  3  April  1775,  Easton  voted  to  raise  fifty  Minute  Men, 
twenty-five  out  of  each  military  company. 

On  18  April  1775,  800  British  crossed  in  boats  from  Boston  Commons  to 
East  Cambridge  and  marched  to  Concord  to  destroy  the  military  stores  there. 
Signal  lights  hung  from  North  Church  tower.  Paul  Revere  and  others  hastened 
to  spread  the  alarm.  Just  past  noon  a  galloping  horseman  came  through 
Easton,  reporting  Middlesex  farmers  firing  the  first  shots  for  freedom. 

Messengers  hurried  about  town  calling  the  Minute  Men  to  arms.  Before 
night  two  companies  of  ninety-seven  men  were  on  the  way  to  Lexington.  Abiel 
MITCHEL's  Company  v\/as  marching  to  the  music  of  fife  and  drum  on  the  old 
Stoughton  turnpike. 

Easton  took  in  many  impoverished  refugees  from  the  British  occupation  of 
Boston.  On  Sunday,  24  July  24  1776,  every  pastor  had  a  copy  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  to  read  aloud  after  Divine  Service  ended  that 
afternoon. 


BURR  men  in  Revolutionary  War  Service 

Intrigued  by  the  number  of  BURR  men  in  the  American  Revolution, 
Dorothy  Burr  Harper  TUCKER  counted:  6  from  New  York  State;  31  from 
Connecticut;  and  50  from  Massachusetts  (a  total  of  87  men)  (from  Todd's  Burr 
Family). 
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Seth  and  Charity  (PACKARD)  BURR 

At  the  age  of  forty-one  years,  on  I  June  1776  Seth  BURR  enlisted  in 
Captain  Matthew  Randall's  Company,  Colonel  Thomas  Marshall's  Regiment.  He 
was  also  a  private  in  Captain  John  Shaw's  Company,  Abiol  Mitchell's  Regiment; 
in  the  Massachusetts  Militia,  Carpenter's  Regiment;  and  in  June  and  July  1776 
at  Castle  Island. 

Seth  and  his  brother  Rufus  were  in  the  same  Revolutionary  War 
Company  in  1781.  Rufus  BURR  enlisted  in  June  1782  in  Captains  Marshall  and 
Hobbs"  Companies,  Colonel  Tupper  and  Vose's  Massachusetts  Regiment.  He 
served  two  periods  in  the  Revolutionary  War  including  one  a  full  period  of  thirty 
six  months  from  1777  to  1780.  He  marched  to  Rhode  Island  on  6  March  1781 
and  served  nine  days  in  a  forty  day  campaign. 

Seth  BURR  was  discharged  March  1784.  He  died  before  Congress 
passed  the  act  for  pension  for  Revolutionary  War  soldiers  and  sailors. 


Disaster  and  Humiliation 

Seth  got  into  debt  and  began  to  lose  his  land  to  the  sheriff  (Was  he  in 
poor  physical  and/or  mental  health  as  a  result  of  Revolutionary  War  service?). 

Daniel  HAWARD  of  Bridgewater  won  judgement  on  1 1  May  1786  against 
Seth  BURR  for  5£,  19  shillings,  1  pence,  and  damages.  The  sheriff  seized  7 
acres  and  14  rods  from  the  Bartlett  purchase. 

Oakes  ANGIOR  of  Bridgewater  won  damages  of  9£,  14  shillinngs,  2 
pence,  and  more  of  Seth's  land  was  seized  in  April  1786.  The  sheriff  who  had 
this  duty  was  Ephraim  BURR  (Seth's  brother?). 

On  28  September  1786  William  BARTLETT  of  Bridgewater  won  judgment 
of  50£,  1 1  shillings,  and  damages,  assessed  against  Seth.  There  is  a  detailed 
account  that  included  taking  one-half  of  his  house,  v^th  a  dividing  line  through 
the  middle. 

Seth  BURR  died  at  about  the  age  of  sixty-three  years.  His  son  Seth  was 
named  administrator  of  his  father's  estate  on  4  July  1797. 

The  Bristol  County  probate  records  include  a  letter  dated  July  1797  that 
appointed  Seth  BURR  of  Norton  as  the  administrator  of  Seth  BURR,  deceased. 
The  inventory,  sworn  4  July  1797,  shows  62£  and  8  shillings,  all  in  personal 
estate.  This  included  cooper's  tools.  Most  of  the  estate  was  allowed  to  Charity 
for  necessities. 

Charity's  date  of  death  is  unknown.  Chaffin's  History  of  Easton  notes  that 
a  "Mrs  Bur"  died  in  the  poor  house  (her  former  home?),  and  gives  no  date  of 
death.  This  house  was  on  the  south  side  of  Grove  Street,  and  was  the  first 
homestead  owned  by  Seth.  In  about  1801  the  vestiges  of  its  cellar  were  still 
visible. 
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More  information  regarding  Seth  and  Charity's  children 

1 .  Silvanus  BURR  had  land  in  Greenwich,  Hampshire  County,  Massachusetts,  in 
1796. 

2.  Elijah  BURR  was  in  the  1810  census  of  Dana,  Worcester  County, 
Massachusetts,  which  listed  a  male  and  a  female,  both  between  the  ages  of  26 
and  45  years.  Elijah  was  about  forty-one  years-old  in  1810. 

3.  Seth  BURR,  Jr.  was  the  administrator  of  his  father's  estate.  Seth  Jr.'s  War 
Department  Record  is  number  29044.  On  5  March  1832  he  appeared  in  Probate 
Court  in  Norfolk  County,  as  a  resident  of  Wrentham,  Massachusetts,  to  apply  for 
Revolutionary  War  benefits.  He  stated  he  was  born  at  Bridgewater  on  15 
December  1757.  He  was  in  service  from  circa  I  January  1776  to  I  April  1776  as 
a  private  in  the  Massachusetts  Militia. 

Seth  was  living  at  Easton,  Bristol  County,  when  he  volunteered;  that  he 
had  been  under  command  of  Capt  Elijah  Crocker,  of  Col.  John  Bailey's  Regt; 
that  he  marched  from  Easton  to  Roxbury,  where  he  was  stationed;  that  he 
served  with  several  militia  troops  and  received  a  verbal  discharge. 

Seth  was  also  in  Captain  Randall's  Company,  Colonel  Marshall's 
Regiment,  from  I  June  1776  to  30  November  1776;  and  Captain  Ebenezer 
Doan's  Company,  Colonel  Thomas  Carpenter's  Regiment  for  I  month  and  4  days 
at  Wrentham.  His  pay  v^s  $36.66  annually. 

Seth  had  also  been  a  private  in  the  Massachusetts  Militia  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Matthew  Randall  from  I  June  1776  to  I  December  1776. 
Seth  marched  from  Roxbury  to  Boston  to  Nantucket  and  was  in  six  or  more 
battles.  In  1777  he  was  stationed  in  Rhode  Island. 

His  pension  was  granted  on  4  March  1834  in  arrears  to  4  March  1832. 
His  total  payment  was  $91 .66. 

Seth's  first  application  was  denied  as  he  needed  "until  he  had 
Traditionary  evidence,"  two  Wrentham  witnesses  certified  credible,  and  one 
piece  of  documentary  evidence.  It  was  also  noted  that  his  "papers  were  not 
properly  attached." 

4.  Rufus  BURR  was  obviously  a  hard-working  man,  who  did  not  know  how  to 
v^ite  his  own  name.  He  was  married  circa  1786  to  Lydia  (aka  Leda)  WILLIAMS, 
the  daughter  of  Silas,  Jr.  and  Lydia  (PERRY)  WILLIAMS,  of  Easton, 
Massachusetts. 
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Rufus  BURR  (1767)  married  Lydia  WILLIAMS 

Line  of  BURR  Descent  in  America 

Simon  BURR  married  Hester  - 1648 

John  BURR  married  Mary  WARREN  - 1685 

John  BURR,  Jr.  married  Silence  HAWARD  - 1722 

Seth  BURR  married  1753  Charity  PACKARD  - 1753 

Rufus  BURR  married  Lydia  WILLIAMS  -  circa  1786 

Salmon  BURR  married  Azuba  THOMAS  - 1809 

Rufus  BURR  was  born  on  29  December  1767.  He  was  the  eighth  child  of 
ten  bom  to  Seth  and  Charity  (PACKARD)  BURR,  of  Bridgewater,  Norfolk  County, 
Massachusetts.  Rufus  was  baptized  between  29  March  and  1 2  April  1 767.  In 
1786  at  Easton  (formerly  Taunton),  Bristol  County,  Massacusetts,  he  married 
Lydia  the  daughter  of  Silas  and  Lydia  (PERRY)  WILLIAMS.  Both  Silas  and 
Lydia  are  in  the  1830  Vermont  census.  He  was  between  sixty  and  seventy 
years-old  and  she  was  between  the  age  of  seventy  and  eighty  years.  They  are 
not  in  the  Vermont  1840  census. 


The  Fifth  American-Born  Generation 

1.  Salmon  BURR  was  bom  on  5  May  1787  in  Bristol  County,  Massacusetts.  He 
died  on  23  November  1853  at  Darien,  Genesee  County,  New  York.  His 
tombstone  gives  his  marriage  date  as  July  1809.  Salmon  and  Azuba  were 
married  in  Dana,  Massachusetts.  She  was  the  daughter  of  William  and  Mary 
(TOWN)  THOMAS,  neighbors  of  Rufus  and  Lydia  BURR. 

2.  Rufus  BURR,  Jr.  was  born  on  28  April  1789  in  Bristol  County,  Massachusetts. 
He  died  on  19  August  1854.  He  man-ied  Matilda  LINCOLN  on  20  October  1816. 
Rufus  was  a  soldier  from  Vermont  in  the  War  of  1812.  (Data  from  his 
descendant,  Mary  WOODMAN,  402  Comet  Drive,  Hendersonville,  North 
Carolina.) 

3.  Celia  BURR  was  born  on  15  December  1791  in  Massacusetts.  She  died  May 
1865  at  Rutland,  Rutland  County,  Vermont.  Celia  married  David  DUTTON  circa 
1824. 

4.  Sally  BURR  was  bom  on  2  February  1794  (included  in  the  Ansel  and  Ester 
BURR  Family  Bible,  owned  in  1976  by  Alan  W.  BURR,  Box  13,  Clarendon, 
Chittenden  County,  Vermont,  a  descendant  of  Ansel  and  Esher). 

5.  Ansel  BURR  was  bom  on  2  May  1796  in  Massacusetts.  He  died  on  30 
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December  1871  in  Pittsford,  Rutland  County,  Vermont  of  lung  congestion.  His 
death  certificate  states  his  mother's  maiden  name.  Ansel  married  Ester 
DRINKWATER/DRINWATER  probably  in  Chittenden,  Vermont. 

Ester  \A/as  born  on  24/29  April  1798  and  died  on  10  January  1857. 
(Warren  DRINWATER  bom  circa  1756  and  died  15  December  1826,  buried  in 
Baird  Cemetery,  Chittenden,  Vermont  could  be  her  father). 

Ansel  and  Ester  BURR  lived  on  a  farm  later  owned  by  Harvey  Jackson, 
near  Pittsford,  Vermont.  They  are  in  the  1820  Pittsford  Township,  Vermont, 
census.  Their  son  Carlos  was  born  on  15  June  1820.  He  married  Mary  circa 
1841.  She  vy/as  born  in  1819. 

6.  Melinda  BURR  was  bom  on  2  September  1798  in  Massachusetts. 


Preparing  to  Emigrate 

Bristol  County,  Massachusetts,  Land  Records: 

Silas  WILLIAMS,  yeoman;  Rufus  BURR,  yeoman, and  Lydia,  his  wife;  all 
of  Easton,  for  8  pounds  silver  (grant)  to  Abisha  LEACH  of  Easton, 
blacksmith;  four  acres  in  Easton,  "it  being  all  the  land  our  honored  grandfather, 
Silas  Williams  of  said  Easton,  dec'd,  gave  us  in  his  last  will  and  Testiment". 
Rufus  signed  with  an  "X"  and  Lydia  wrote  her  name.  Dated  3  November  1788; 
witnessed  by  Samuel  GUILD,  Jacob  THAYER,  Jnr;  acknowledged  by  all  three  7 
November  1788;  and  recorded  18  November  1796.  This  land  is  located  on  the 
East  side  of  High  Plain,  Bristol  County,  Massachusetts.  This  is  where  Salmon 
and  Rufus  BURR  Jr.,  were  born. 

Silas  WILLIAMS  and  Rufus,  yeomen  of  Easton,  and  Lydia  BURR,  for  25 
pounds,  to  Simeon  WHITE,  Mansfield,  blacksmith,  18  acres  in  Easton,  the  whole 
of  one  quarter  of  a  50  acre  lot  that  came  to  us  by  deed  of  gift  from  our  honored 
grandmother,  Mehitable  PERRY,  formerly  laid  out  to  Captain  James  LEONARD 
of  Taunton,  deceased.  Rufus,  not  having  had  an  opportunity  for  "schooling" 
made  his  "Marchk"  as  his  signature.  Susanna,  the  wife  of  Silas  WILLIAMS, 
released  her  right  of  dower.  The  deed  was  dated  12  April  1790;  witnessed  by 
Isaac  KIMBALL  and  Rufus'  sister,  Persis  BURR;  acknowledged  26  April  1790; 
and  recorded  on  4  September  1812.  The  grantee  delayed  the  recording  of  the 
deed.  (It  took  our  BURR  cousin,  Mary  WOODMAN,  and  Dorothy  Burr  Harper 
TUCKER  nine  years  of  digging  to  place  our  BURR  family  in  Massachusetts.) 


Citizenship  and  Patriotism  During  the  Revolutionary  War: 

Rufus  BURR  at  fourteen  years  of  age  was  a  private  in  Captain  John 
Shaw's  Company,  Colonel  Abiel  Mitchell's  Regiment.  They  marched  to  Rhode 
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Island  on  6  March  1781  by  order  of  His  Excellency,  John  Hancock.  Rufus'  first 
service  was  nine  days  on  a  forty  day  campaign  circa  1 781 .  His  duty  was  that  of 
helping  escort  some  captured  British  soldiers  to  a  prison  camp. 

Rufus  BURR  and  his  brother,  Sylvanus,  were  in  John  Shaw's  Company, 
Abiel  Mitchell's  Regiment.  They  were  in  other  Easton  companies  on  three  other 
occasions  with  Seth  BURR,  Jr.  (History  of  Easton,  page  269). 

Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  has  not  accepted  any 
Revolutionary  War  service  for  Rufus,  because  no  one  has  established  this  line 
for  membership. 


Emigration  to  Greenwich,  Hampshire  County,  Massachusetts: 

Land  records  for  Dana,  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts  show  Rufus 
BURR  buying  and  selling  land. 

Rufus  BURR  of  Dana,  for  $21.25,  bought  12  acres,  60  rods,  from  Seth 
WOODWARD,  bounding  the  land  BURR  bought  of  Samuel  LISOM  or  Isaac 
CUMMINGS  and  ran  parallel  to  BURR'S  east  line.  Dated  7  May  1804;  witnesses 
were  Seth  WILLIAMS  and  Lydia  TISDALE,  (likely  Rufus'  brother-in-law  and 
remarried  mother-in-law).  Recorded  in  Worcester  July  1804. 

"Rufus  BURR,  of  Dana,  yeoman,  age  43,  bought  for  $400  from  Seth 
WILLIAMS  of  Dana,  Gentleman,  100  acres  in  the  West  part  of  Dana,  the  East 
line  extending  to  land  I  (Rufus)  bought  of  Seth  WOODWARD  and  includes  the 
land  I  (Rufus)  bought  of  Isaac  POWERS,  Esq., and  Daniel  WILLIAMS,  and  also 
12  acres  formerly  owned  by  Isaac  CUMMINGS,  together  with  the  buildings 
thereon  standing.  Acknowledged  by  Rufus  who  made  his  Marchk,  and  Lydia 
BURR,  who  did  not  sign  at  all  (Dated  16  May  1810)." 


Birth  of  Dana,  Massachusetts: 

In  1798  fifty  residents  of  the  Greenv\^ch,  Petersham,  and  Hardwick  area 
petitioned  for  a  new  township.  They  were  so  far  from  a  place  of  worship  and 
wanted  a  church  nearby. 

"Humbly  Pray  that  this  Honourable  Court  would  take  into  their  Wise 
Consideration  the  Aforesaid  Premises,  and  in  Case  they  apear  to  be 
Reasonable  and  well  grounded  that  a  Bill  of  Incorporation  might  be  granted  to 
your  Humble  Petitioners  with  the  other  Inhabitants  within  Said  Described  Bounds 
with  the  Lands,  farms  and  Estates  herein  contained  under  Such  Restrictions  as 
the  Said  Court  Shall  Judge  Necessary  and  in  Duty  Bound  shall  ever  Pray"  dated 
9  June  1798.  The  fifty  signers  included  William  Thomas,  John  Town,  Israel 
Thomas,  Elijah  Town,  Rufus  Burr,  and  Samul  Town.  The  court  approved  and 
Dana  was  formed  in  1 801 . 
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Marriage  of  Azuba  and  Salmon  BURR 

In  those  times,  with  transportation  either  by  foot  or  horse  power  (of  the 
four-legged  kind),  young  men  literally  married  "the  girl  next  door". 

Rufus  BURR'S  eldest  son,  Salmon,  married  Azuba  THOMAS,  the 
daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (TOWN)  THOMAS,  about  1809.  Azuba  was 
eighteen  years  old  and  Salmon  was  twenty-two  years  old.  Oliver  HARRIS, 
Justice  of  Peace,  11  April  1808:  'To  The  Honorable  C.  Parmenter,  Clerk  of  the 
Town  of  Dana:  The  following  is  a  List  of  Persons  whom  I  have  joined  together  in 
Marriage  the  year  past:  November  the  22nd  1807  . .  .  Given  under  my  hand  this 
nth  day  of  April  1808,  A  True  Copy,  Oliver  Harris,  Justice  of  Peace.  Attest  Abiel 
Parmenter,  Town  Clerk.  July  20th  1809  I  hereby  certify  that  the  Intention  of 
Marnage  between  Salmon  Burr  and  Miss  Azuba  Thomas  hath  been  published  in 
Ye  Town".  (Apparently  no  record  was  made  of  the  ceremony  itself). 

Many  hours  of  searching  a  multitude  of  possible  sources  in  the  Dana  area 
were  unfruitful  toward  identifying  Azuba's  parents.  By  deduction,  she  has  to  be 
the  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (TOWN)  THOMAS,  who  lived  in  the  same 
area,  and  were  of  an  appropriate  age.  There  is  also  some  duplication  of 
Christian  names  in  the  two  families. 

Rufus  BURR  is  not  in  the  1790  census  of  Massachusetts.  Since  he  is 
included  in  the  1800  census,  he  may  have  just  have  been  skipped.  The  1810 
census  of  Dana  includes  two  men  named  BURR:  Elijah  and  Rufus. 


Emigration  to  Vermont 

In  the  1820  census  of  Pittsford,  Rutland  County,  Vermont,  Rufus  BURR  is 
listed  as  over  forty-five  years  of  age.  Rufus  is  in  the  1830  census  of  Pittsford, 
Rutland  County,  Vermont,  as  under  the  age  of  eighty  years.  He  is  not  in  the 
1 840  census  of  Vermont. 

In  1824  Lydia  (WILLIAMS)  BURR  joined  the  Rutland,  Vermont,  Baptist 
Church.  The  burial  places  of  Rufus  and  Lydia  are  not  now  known.  They  are  not 
listed  in  copies  of  monument  data  for  nearby  Vermont  cemeteries  (checked  by 
Alan  BURR).  Perhaps  no  one  could  afford  tombstones,  or  perhaps,  the 
tombstones  were  stolen,  crumbled,  sunk  into  the  sod,  broken  and  discarded  by  a 
sexton,  or  made  of  wood  and  decayed. 

Ansel  BURR  and  wife.  Ester,  are  buried  in  Sherbourne,  Vermont, 
cemetery,  about  six  miles  from  the  BURR  farm.  Richard  SHARP  and  his  wife, 
Angie,  searched  the  Pittsford,  and  the  Stewart  cemeteries  as  well  as  a  small 
remote  one  in  the  Clarendon,  Vermont,  area. 
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A  Baptist  minister  in  Rutland  had  the  old  safe,  in  which  the  old  records 
including  those  of  the  defunct  Clarendon  area  Baptist  churches,  carted  to  the 
dump.  It  was  destroyed  before  the  records  could  be  salvaged. 

The  1790  census  of  Vermont,  shows  a  Sylvanus  BURR  in  North  Fairlee, 
Orange  County,  Vermont  (on  the  New  Hampshire  border).  If  this  was  Salmon 
BURR'S  brother,  he  would  be  about  twenty-five  years-old  in  1790.  Sylvanus 
BURR  married  Sarah  Wan-en  in  December  1790,  according  to  Bridgewater, 
Massachusetts,  vital  records. 


Some  BURRs  Migrated  into  Connecticut 

Mary  WOODMAN  (20  June  1975)  notes  that  Byron  BURR  was  a 
descendant  of  Rufus  BURR  Jr.'s  son  Hosea.  His  family  went  into  Connecticut. 

Byron  BURR  lived  at  19  Maple  Street,  Chicopee  Falls,  Massachusetts.  In 
1910  he  was  living  on  Roosevelt  Avenue,  Holyoke,  Massachusetts. 

Rufus  BURR  Jr.  was  in  Stockholm,  New  York,  in  1 830.  Hosea  C.  BURR's 
Civil  War  pension  papers  notes  that  he  v\/as  bom  about  1831 .  He  died  on  4 
September  1899  at  the  Connecticutt  State  Hospital  for  the  Insane. 

Hosea  BURR  had  resided  at  62  Wood  St,  Meridian,  Connecticut.  Hosea's 
mother's  name  is  not  in  his  Civil  War  pension  papers. 

Hosea  married  Lucinda  FLETCHER  on  29  September  1857  at  Brandon, 
Franklin  County,  New  York.  She  died  on  1 1  November  1909  in  Chicopee  Falls, 
Massachusetts.  Their  children  were: 

1 .  Mary  BURR  was  bom  on  1 5  November  1 859. 

2.  Byron  W.  BURR  was  born  on  II  November  1862. 

Ansel  BURR,  the  fifth  of  Rufus*  and  Lydia's  six  children,  was  born  on  2 
May  1796,  likely  in  Greenwich,  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts.  Ansel  died  in 
Pittsford,  Vermont,  on  30  December  1870  of  congestion  of  the  lungs. 

On  5  November  1817  he  mamed  Ester  DRINKWATER/DRINWATER 
likely  in  Chittenden,  Vermont.  Ester  vy/as  born  24/29  April  1798.  She  died  on  10 
January  1857.  Ansel  and  Ester  BURR  lived  on  a  farm  later  owned  by  Harvey 
JACKSON,  near  Pittsford,  Rutland  County,  Vermont. 

Ansel  and  Ester's  children  were  all  bom  in  Rutland  County,  Vermont. 

1 .  Carlos  W.  BURR  was  bom  on  1 5  January  1 820.  He  mamed  Mary  in  October 
1841 .  Their  children  are  believed  to  be: 

I.  Carlos  Henry  BURR  was  bom  in  October  1843. 
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2.  Ellen  BURR  (Sarah  Ellen  in  the  family  Bible)  was  born  in  November 
1849. 

3.  Emma  Esther  BURR  was  born  in  August  1851. 

2.  Daniel  BURR  was  born  on  5  May  1821. 

3.  Wan'en  BURR  was  on  born  1 3  November  1 826. 

4.  Cushman  S.  BURR  was  born  on  1 1  July  1 828. 

5.  Sara  BURR  was  born  on  9  June  1830. 

6.  George  W.  BURR  was  born  on  6  March  1834. 

7.  Henry  H.  BURR  was  bom  on  25  November  1838. 

Data  about  Ansel  and  Ester  BURR  was  researched  and  provided  in  1975 
by  Richard  N.  SHARP  and  his  second  wife,  Angeline  (BURR)  LOVELL,  a 
daughter  of  Julia  BURR  and  her  spouse,  William  LOVELL.  Richard  SHARP,  of 
Rutland,  Vermont,  is  a  fifth  great-grandson  of  John  ADAMS,  second  President  of 
the  United  States. 

Some  of  this  data  was  taken  from  the  family  Bible  in  Alan  BURR'S 
possession.  He  is  the  son  of  Edward  BURR  and  grandson  of  Warren  Edward 
BURR.  Alan  was  a  store  owner  and  manager  in  North  Clarendon,  Vermont. 
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Salmon  BURR  (5  May  1787-1853)  married  Azuba  THOMAS  (8  February 
1791-25  May  1871) 

Line  of  BURR  Descent  in  America 

Simon  BURR  married  Hester  - 1648 

John  BURR  married  Mary  WARREN  - 1685 

John  BURR,  Jr.  married  Silence  HAWARD  - 1722 

Seth  BURR  married  1753  Charity  PACKARD  - 1753 

Rufus  BURR  married  Lydia  WILLIAMS  -  circa  1786 

Salmon  BURR  married  Azuba  THOMAS  - 1809 

Salmon  BURR  was  born  in  Easton,  Bristol  County,  Massachusetts.  He 
was  the  first  child  of  Rufus  and  Lydia  (WILLIAMS)  BURR.  Salmon  died  at  age 
sixty-six  in  Darien,  Genessee  County,  New  York,  where  he  and  his  wife  farmed. 

Salmon  and  Azuba  were  married  at  Dana,  Massachusetts,  in  July  or 
August  1 809.  Their  marriage  year  inscribed  on  their  tombstone  is  1 809. 
Azuba  THOMAS  was  born  in  Massachusetts  about  1791 .  She  is  named  as  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (TOWN)  THOMAS  in  her  father's  Revolutionary 
War  papers  of  1818. 

Azuba  died  on  25  May  1871  at  the  age  of  eighty  in  Darien,  New  York. 
She  is  buried  with  her  husband. 


The  Sixth  American-Born  Generation 

(Information  from  Carita  NYSTROM,  Donald  TALBOT  and  his  grandmother, 
Orlie  Ethyl  TALBOT). 

Salmon  and  Azubu's  children  were  all  bom  in  East  Clarendon,  Rutland 
County,  Vermont.  This  generation  of  the  BURR  family  marks  a  startling  change 
in  the  previous  tradition  of  given  names. 

1 .  Adeline  BURR  was  born  about  1810.  She  died  young  in  Vermont. 

2.  Mary  BURR  (middle  name  may  be  "Ida")  was  born  about  181 1 .  She  married 
Ira  or  Joseph  GATES  of  Darien,  New  York.  They  had  three  children: 

I.Adeline  BURR. 

2.  Helen  BURR  who  was  last  known  to  be  in  Kansas. 

3.  Mayton  BURR. 
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3.  Ansel  Thomas  BURR  was  born  in  1812  and  died  in  1888.  He  married 
Deademia  THOMAS.  She  died  in  1857  in  Pittsford,  Vermont.  Three  of  their  four 
children  were: 

1 .  Warren  P.  BURR. 

2.  Mary  L.  BURR. 

3.  Miranda  BURR. 

4.  Hosea  Stiles  BURR  was  born  about  1814.  He  married  Laura 
MONTGOMERY.  The  couple  did  not  have  any  children. 

5.  Benjamin  Franklin  BURR  was  bom  on  20  July  1816.  He  married  Sophia 
OLNEY.  She  died  after  their  second  child  was  born. 

He  married  Nancy  Ann  BARNARD  on  I  April  1846  in  New  York  State.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  Lemuel  and  Catherine  (SMITH)  BARNARD. 

Their  daughter  Helen  Dora  BURR  mamed  Oscar  Josephus  ANDERSON 
in  1886  in  Sciola,  Iowa.  Oscar  and  Helen's  daughter,  Adie  Lenore  BURR, 
married  Howard  Anton  PETERSON  in  1913  in  South  Dakota.  Her  obituary  read, 
"Addie  L.  Peterson  was  bom  19  April  1890  at  Hurley,  Turner  County,  South 
Dakota;  she  died  25  October  1976,  age  86,  at  the  Good  Samaritan  Home, 
DeSmot,  South  Dakota.  Addie's  early  years  were  in  Hurley  and  Parker,  teaching 
school  and  in  Tumer  County  for  six  years.  She  married  Howard  A.  Peterson  25 
April  1913  at  Parker.  After  three  years  farming  there,  they  moved  to  a  farm  in 
Brookings  County,  where  they  farmed  until  Howard  died  in  1955.  Addie  and 
Howard  were  survived  by  three  daughters  and  four  sons,  20  grandchildren  and  3 
great  grandchildren.  She  was  preceded  in  death  by  her  parents,  husband,  and 
three  sisters." 

Benjamin  Franklin  BURR  died  on  18  April  1894  in  Hurley,  South  Dakota. 
He  was  a  widower. 

6.  Julia  BURR  was  bom  about  1818.  She  died  in  June  1904  on  a  visit  to  Darien, 
New  York.  Julia  mamed  William  PIERCE.  Together  they  lived  near  Verona, 
Grundy  County,  Illinois. 

7.  Lorenzo  BURR  died  young. 

8.  Martha  Lavina  BURR  married  William  S.  DURBAN. 

9.  Lorenzo  Delos  BURR  was  bom  in  1827  and  died  in  Darien,  New  York,  in 
1902.  He  mamed  Mary  BUTTOLPH. 
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Salmon  BURR  made  his  will  on  10  June  1853.  He  died  on  23  November 
1853. 

Azuba's  will  was  made  in  1 871 .  She  died  on  25  May  1 871 . 


58 


Salmon  BURR  Will 

Transcribed  by  Alice  (HARPER)  STOKES  at  the  Family  History  Library,  Salt 
Lake  City,  August  1989. 

Recorded  is  a  will  of  real  and  personal  estate  pursuant  to  the  statute  in  such 
case  made  and  provided  and  recorded  and  examined  and  the  record  is  ...  as 
required  and  certified  by  me  this  sixth  day  of  February  A.  D.  1854.  Know  all  men 
by  these  presents  that  I,  Salmon  Burr  of  the  town  of  Dana  in  the  County  of 
Genesee  and  State  of  New  York,  farmer  being  of  sound  disposing  mind  and 
memory  do  make  and  publish  this  my  last  will  and  testament  to  wit:    First:  I  give 
and  bequeath  to  my  son  Ansel  L.  Burr  one  half  of  all  my  property  both  real  and 
personal  that  I  may  be  possessed  of  at  my  decease.  Second,  I  give  and 
bequeath  to  my  daughter  Julia,  now  wife  of  William  Pierce  of  Illinois,  Fifty  dollars 
if  she  shall  be  living  at  the  time  of  my  decease  but  not  otherwise,  to  be  paid  as 
hereinafter  mentioned  -  Third  - 1  give  and  bequeath  to  my  daughter  Martha 
Lovina,  wife  of  William  S.  Durban  of  Darien,  N  Y,  fifty  dollars  if  she  shall  be  living 
at  the  time  of  my  decease  but  not  otherwise  to  be  paid  as  hereinafter  mentioned 
-  Fourth  -  After  paying  the  above  mentioned  legacies  to  my  son,  Ansel  L.  and  my 
daughters  Julia  and  Martha  D.  and  all  my  just  and  lawful  debts  and  funeral 
expenses,  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son  Lorenzo  D.  the  balance  of  all  my 
property  of  whatever  kind  or  nature  -  Fifth  -I  further  provide  and  declare  that  the 
above  legacies  mentioned  of  fifty  dollars  each  to  my  daughters  Julia  and  Martha 
L.  shall  be  paid  within  five  years  after  my  decease  and  my  object  is  to  give  my 
son  Lorenzo  D.  the  privilege  of  paying  off  said  legacies  at  any  time  that  may  suit 
his  convenience  within  the  five  years.    Sixth  -  It  is  further  expected  and 
understood  that  all  the  above  legacies  mentioned  will  be  subject  to  all  lawful  and 
legal  rights  of  my  wife,  Azuba,  should  she  be  living  at  the  time  of  my  decease, 
which  will  be  on  the  whole  of  my  property  before  any  legacies  shall  be  paid. 
Finally  and  lastly,  I  ordain  and  appoint  my  friends  (illegible)  of  the  town  of  Darien 
Center  of  Genesee  and  State  of  New  York  and  Beniajah  Griswold  of  the  Town  of 
Bennington,  County  of  Wyoming  and  State  aforesaid,  as  executors  of  this  my 
last  will  and  Testament~ln  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and 
declare  this  to  be  my  last  will  and  testament  in  the  presence  of  the  witnesses 
named  below  this  tenth  day  of  June  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  eighteen  hundred 
and  fifty  three. 
Salmon  BURR  LS. 

Signed,  Sealed,  published  and  delivered  by  the  said  Salmon  BURR  as  and  for 
his  last  will  and  testament  in  presence  of  us  who  in  presence  of  each  other  and 
at  his  request,  have  hereunto  subscribed  our  names  as  witnesses. 

Be  it  remembered  that  at  a  Surrogates  Court  held  at  Batavia  in  and  for  the 
County  of  Genesee  on  the  twentieth  day  of  March  1854  before  the  Hon.  Edgar 
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C.  Dibble,  County  Judge,  the  last  will  and  testament  of  Solomon  (sic)  Burr  of 
Darien  County  of  Genesee  deceased  of  which  the  preceding  record  is  a  true 
copy  was  admitted  to  be  proved  and  recorded  as  a  will  of  seal  and  personal 
estate  after  citation  to  the  heirs  and  next  of  kin  to  the  said  deceased  had  been 
issued,  served,  returned  and  filed  according  to  the  law  requiring  them  to  appear 
before  the  County  Judge  to  attest  the  proof  of  the  said  will  and  after  the  return 
(County  of  Genesee,  Surrogate  Court). 

RE:  Salmon  BURR  estate  . . .  and  the  said  testator  was  of  sound  mind  and 
memory,  of  full  age  to  execute  a  will  and  was  not  under  any  restraint .  . .  24th 
day  of  March  1854  signed  by  Edgar  C.  DIBBLE,  Judge  of  Genesee  County 
(Followed  by  six  illegible  lines).  Accepted  as  legitimate  will  on  13  March  1854. 
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The  Home  Areas  of  Salmon  and  Azuba  BURR 

"Death  of  Dana,  Massachusetts"  (from  Yankee  Magazine,  August  1985  pages 
62-3). 

"Dana  was  real  and  thriving  in  the  1780's  and  into  the  1800's.  Boston,  85 
miles  away,  wanted  the  Swift  River's  water.  In  1927  the  Legislature  doomed 
Enfield,  Greenwich,  Prescott,  and  Dana  for  a  great  reservoir.  The  towns  would 
be  evacuated,  residents  forced  to  sell  to  the  state  or  to 
private  scavengers.  . .  Hordes  of  workers  descended  on  the  landscape  to 
dismantle  the  remaining  buildings,  remove  the  cement  foundations,  relocate  all 
known  graves.  Acres  of  trees  were  chopped  down,  the  land  shaved  as  for  mortal 
surgery. 

Quabbin  Dam  v\^s  completed  in  1936.  Then  Dana  in  Worcester  County 
and  most  of  Greenwich  in  Hampshire  County  were  flooded.  They  had  been 
pioneer  towns  in  Swift  River  Valley,  specifically,  and  in  Connecticut  Valley  in 
general." 

No  BURR  is  listed  as  having  had  his  or  her  grave  moved  to  Quabbin  Park 
(cemetery)  from  Dana  before  the  flooding. 

Greenwich,  Massahusetts,  was  settled  in  1732  and  chartered  in  1801. 
The  first  church  was  built  in  1 744  and  chartered  in  1801 .  It  was  also  a  meeting 
house. 

Mrs.  Eleanor  SCHMIDT,  historian  of  the  Dana  area,  kindly  endeavored  to 
help  us  get  data  about  the  marriage  of  Azuba  and  Salmon  BURR  and  proof  of 
Azuba's  parents.  There  were  no  records  for  those  earliest  days  or  else  the 
records  had  not  been  saved.  There  were  no  records  earlier  than  1830. 

Their  home  area  of  Genesee,  New  York,  comes  from  an  Indian  word 
"Ge-Nich-A-Ua,"  meaning  a  "clear  and  shining  land."  At  the  close  of  the 
American  Revolution  this  tract  was  the  home  of  the  Seneca  Indians. 
Massachusetts  and  New  York  had  both  been  granted  these  lands  by  charters 
from  English  kings  in  the  1600s.    The  Hartford  Treaty  of  1 786  stated  that 
Massachusetts  kept  monetary  title  to  the  land,  subject  to  Indian  Rights,  and  that 
New  York  State  had  actual  sovereignty. 

In  1871 ,  Robert  MORRIS,  a  financier  of  the  Revolution  and  signer  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  bought  from  Massachusetts  for  $333,333.33  his 
four  million  acre  "Farm."  The  lands  were  situated  west  of  the  Genesee  River, 
from  Lake  Ontario  to  the  Pennsylvania  border,  and  comprised  what  is  now  eight 
counties.  Genesee  County,  New  York,  was  formed  in  1802. 

In  1793  Mr.  MORRIS  sold  to  Dutch  financiers  3.5  million  acres,  known  as 
"the  Holland  Purchase."  The  Indian  title  was  extinguished  in  1797  by  the  Treaty 
of  Big  Tree  at  Genesee.  The  Indians  were  paid  $100,000  for  their  rights.  In 
1798  J.  ELLICOT,  a  surveyor  of  the  Holland  Purchase  Company,  began  clearing 
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a  vista  four  rods  wide  from  the  Pennsylvania  border  north  to  Lake  Ontario,  as 
'Transit  Line"  on  the  Eastern  border  of  the  Purchase.  In  1800  he  selected  the 
intersection  of  two  Indian  trails  at  "Big  Bend  of  the  Tonnewanta"  to  establish  his 
land  office.  In  1802  he  built  a  log  structure  and  the  next  year  moved  to  a  small 
frame  building.  This  structure  later  became  the  east  wing  of  his  mansion  that 
stood  where  Del  linger  Street  now  joins  Main  Street. 

In  1815  the  present  Greek  Revival  building  of  stone  vy/as  erected.  At  this 
office  the  pioneer  bargained  for  homestead  land,  made  his  payments,  and  was 
issued  his  title  deed.  Batavia  became  the  county  seat  of  Genesee  County,  New 
York. 
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Aaron  BURR 
(1756-1836) 

Simon  (de)  BURR's  brother,  Jonathan  BURR,  minister  of  Dorchester, 
Massachusetts,  was  ordained  in  1640.  He  was  born  in  1604  in  Redgrave, 
Suffolk  County,  England  and  came  to  New  England  in  1639  with  wife  Frances 
and  children:  Jonathan  and  John.  John  settled  in  Fairfield,  Connecticutt.  His 
son.  Judge  Peter  BURR,  was  the  father  of  the  Reverend  Isaac  BURR.  Isaac 
was  father  of  the  Reverend  Aaron  BURR,  President  of  New  Jersey  College.  The 
Reverend  Aaron  was  the  father  of  Aaron  BURR,  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States  (Mitchell's  History  of  Bridgewater,  Massachusetts,  page  126). 

Aaron  BURR,  the  third  vice  president  of  the  United  States,  is  descended 
from  the  Connecticut  BURR  line  and  not  from  the  Dorchester,  Massacusetts 
branch.  Some  data  about  him  is  being  included  for  clarification. 

He  was  related  to  a  number  of  families  in  Conncecticut 
from  whom  Nancy  (BARNARD)  BURR,  wife  of  Benjamin  Franklin  BURR,  was 
descended.  Benjamin  Franklin  BURR  was  a  son  of  Salmon  &  Azuba  (Thomas) 
BURR  of  Darien,  Genesee  County,  New  York. 

Aaron  BURR  was  graduated  from  Princeton  College  at  the  age  of  sixteen. 
He  was  George  Washington's  staff  during  the  Revolutionary  War.  BURR  later 
went  into  politics  in  New  York.  He  was  appointed  Attorney  General  of  New  York 
State  and  later  elected  to  the  U.S.  Senate.  He  v^^s  a  member  of  the 
Jefferson-Democratic-Republican  Party  and  actively  opposed  the 
Adams-Hamilton  Federalists  and  their  "one  big  government"  idea.  BURR  fought 
against  Hamilton  for  control  of  the  New  York  Political  machine  in  the  bitter 
presidential  campaign  of  1800,  and  Adams  was  defeated. 

When  the  Electoral  College  met,  some  quirk  had  BURR,  who  had  not 
been  a  candidate,  vying  with  Jefferson  for  36  ballots  for  President.  Then 
Hamilton  aided  in  Jefferson's  being  elected,  v\/ith  BURR  as  vice-president. 

The  enmity  accrued  between  Hamilton  &  BURR,  aided  by  actions  of  the 
opposing  parties,  finally  ended  in  a  duel  near  Weehauken,  and  the  death  of 
Hamilton.  Federalists  immediately  denounced  BURR  as  a  murderer,  and  his 
career  went  downward. 

In  1807  BURR  was  in  Chester,  South  Carolina,  under  arrest  and  on  his 
way  to  Washington  to  be  tried  for  "conspiracy  to  start  a  new  nation"  of  Louisiana, 
Alabama,  Florida,  Texas,  and  part  of  Mexico.  His  trial  for  treason  died  for  lack  of 
evidence. 

During  the  period  of  his  popularity  in  the  early  1800s,  a  new  town  was 
surveyed  and  staked  out  about  nine  miles  northeast  of  Gaffney,  near  the  Ellis 
Ferry  Road  and  the  ferry.  Lots  were  sold,  three  houses  were  built,  the  "town" 
was  named  "Burrtown".  It  soon  faded  into  non-existence. 
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His  beautiful  and  brilliant  daughter,  Theodosia  died  when  she  sailed  from 
Charleston,  grieving  over  the  death  of  her  young  son,  on  the  way  to  visit  her 
father.  Her  ship  was  lost  at  sea.  Later  reports  came  of  the  ship's  having  been 
captured  by  pirates  and  crew  and  passengers  forced  to  "walk  the  plank"  (from 
the  ship  to  the  plank's  end),  dropping  into  the  sea. 
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BURR-Related  Correspondents 

BURR,  Arthur  K.  (128  Mercer  Ave.  Manahawkin,  NJ  08050).  He  is  descended 
from  his  grandfather,  Hosea  BURR,  son  of  Salmon  and  Azuba. 

BURR,  Edward  Thomas  and  Cheryl  (UPDIKE)  (Coolidge;  Fennimore,  Wl).  They 
have  one  son,  killed  in  a  car  accident;  one  daughter;  and  some  grandchildren. 

BURR,  Mrs.  J.  H.,  Jr.  (613  Bostwick,  Nacodoches,  TX  75961). 

BURR,  Leonard  and  Vivian  (KING)  !816  Taft  Ave.,  Eau  Claire, Wl  54701) 

BURR,  Marwood  &  Lois  (DUESMAN)  (10403  Rutledge  Place,  Adelphi,  MD 
20783).  Ron,  Mike,  Jocelyn,  Kevin. 

BURR,  Alan  W.  (North  Clarendon,  VT). 

CARLTON,  Mrs.  Marie  (6823  Blue  Ash,  San  Antonio,  TX  78218).  A  descendant 
of  Ansel  and  Ester  (DRINKWATER(  BURR)  and  Carlos  W.  BURR.  His  daughter 
Ellen  Sarah  Burr  was  Marie's  great-grandmother. 

CLOW,  Frances  (FINDLEY)  (4407  S.E.  Ave.,  Portland,  OR  92706). 

GILES,  Mrs.  Katherine  (2600  Marlatt,  Manhattan,  KS  66502).  She  is  the 
daughter  of  William  Bun"  of  Harvey,  IL,  and  the  granddaughter  of  Franklin  Harris 
BURR. 

KEEHN,  Betty  (150  East  Avenue,  Akron,  NY). 

KISH,  Kay  (Mrs.  Roger)  (1 175  Whispenng  Pines  Ave.,  Scotts  Valley,  CA  95060). 
She  is  a  great-great  granddaughter  of  Benjamin  Franklin  BURR  and 
granddaughter  of  William  and  Ida  BURR. 

LAKE,  John  Eagan  (P.O.  Box  86,  Montreat,  NC  28757).  He  is  descended  from 
the  Connecticut  BURR  line. 

MACKE,  Mrs.  Clarence  (Vera  BURR)  (Apt.  24,  702  S.  Washington,  Lancaster, 
Wl  53813). 

MACKE,  Paul  and  Maggie  (Star  Rt.  I,  Box  404,  Spring  Branch,  TX  78070). 
MACKE,  Stanley  and  Dorothy  (HAYNES)  (Lancaster  Rd,  Lancaster,  Wl  53813). 
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MANLEY,  Harriet  (PETERSON)  (Lincoln,  NE). 

MILLER,  Don  and  Crystal  (7312  Briley  Dr.,  Ft  Worth,  TX).  He  is  the  son  of 
George  and  Mabel  MILLER. 

MILLER,  Robert  and  Bertha  (2634  S  99th  St.,  West  Allis,  Wl  53227). 

MULDOON,  Steve  and  Lisa  (HARPER)  (R3,  Lancaster,  Wl  53813). 

NYSTROM,  Mrs.  Leonard  (Carita)  (1212  Milton  Ave.,  Worthington,  MN  56181). 

PETERSON,  Earl  H.  and  Maureen  (Brookings,  SD). 

PETERSON,  Lawrence  E.  married  Elizabeth  BRADLEY  (1125  Sylvan  Rd., 
Walnut  Creek,  CA). 

PETERSON,  Mildred  married  Lyie  JOUNEY  (Aura,  SD). 

PETERSON,  Robert  A.  married  Helen  NIELSEN  (RFD  Sunnyview,  SD). 

PETERSON,  Wayne  R.  married  Elaine  SCHNABEL. 

SHYMKUS,  Mrs.  Robert  (Jean  BURR)  (3319  Kyle  Ct.,  Bowling  Green,  KY 
421 01 ).  She  is  the  sister  of  Katherine  GILES  and  the  granddaughter  of  Frank 
BURR. 

SIEVERDING,  Helen  (Mrs.  William  Anthony)  (Humboldt,  SD  57035). 

SWEEN,  Helen  Dorothy  (PETERSON)  and  Vernon  (Volga,  SD). 

TALBOT  Allison  (7723  Denonian  Dr.,  Midland,  TX  79701). 

TALBOT,  Don  (7135  Evanston,  Fayetteville,  NC  28304). 
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BURR  Family  Gathering  held  June  1989  at  Lancaster,  Wisconsin: 

ALYEA,  Laurel  (60  Pine  Ave.,  San  Carlos,  CA,  94070). 

BURR,  Vivian  P.  (816TaftAve.,  Eau  Claire,  Wl,  54701). 

DAWSON,  Ralph  and  Ruth  (602  14th  St.  Baraboo,  Wl). 

EDGE,  Harold  and  LaVon  (215  McCormick,  Belleville,  Wl,  53508). 

GRISWOLD,  Sharon  and  Mathew. 

HARPER,  Bob  and  Mary  (N4997  Stark  Ct.,  Onalaska,  Wl  54650). 

HARPER,  David,  Donna,  Greg,  and  Kara  (1617  Grafton  Rd.,  Madison,  Wl). 

HARPER,  Jeff,  Jackie,  Jamie,  Jonathan,  Jimmy,  and  Cassi  (126  Wittig  St., 
Williams  Bay). 

HARPER,  Lora  and  Jack  McCullough. 

HARPER,  William  and  Shirley  (9708  Hy  129,  Lancaster,  Wl,  53813). 

HUFF,  Steven,  Vickie,  and  Jessie  (1095  Vernon,  Dubuque,  lA). 

JINDRA,  Janet  (221  B  Gannon  Ave.,  Madison,  Wl,  53714). 

JINDRA,  Pat  and  Dan  (703  6th  St.,  Kiel,  Wl,  53042). 

MACKE,  Stanley  and  Dorothy  HANES  (1120  Beetown  Rd.,  Lancaster,  Wl). 

MACKE,  Vera  (702  S.  Washington,  Lancaster,  Wl,  53913). 

SCHARA,  John  and  Marge  (17  S.  Whitney  Way,  Madison,  Wl). 

TUCKER,  Dorothy  Burr  Harper  (729  Wilson  St.,  Manitowoc,  Wl). 

NOT  PRESENT: 

KISH,  Paul,  Kay,  and  Roger;  MACKE,  Neal;  McCRORY,  Susan,  Mark,  Marie, 
Roy,  Mark,  Jr.,  Carl,  Suzy  Joy;  MULDOON,  Lisa,  Steve  and  their  children; 
STOKES,  Allen,  Alice,  Al,  Marilyn,  and  Lauren;  TALBOT,  Donald  G.  (7135 
Evanston  St,  Fayetteville,  NC,  28314). 
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Allied  Families 
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*AGGAR* 

Lettice  AGGAR  married  Bennett  ELLIOT  in  1598. 

Also  spelled:  AGAR,  AGER,  AGRES,  ALGER,  APGAR,  AUGER,  and  HAGAR 
("H"  then  was  not  sounded  by  the  English). 

Line  of  Descent  to  Salmon  and  Azuba  BURR  line: 

Lettice  AGGAR  married  Bennett  ELLIOT  - 1598 
Lydia  ELLIOT  married  James  PENNIMAN  - 1631 
Sarah  PENNIMAN  married  Increase  ROBINSON  - 1663 
Sarah  ROBINSON  married  John  WILLIAMS 
Silas  WILLIAMS  married  Mary  DUNHAM  - 1737 
Silas  WILLIAMS,  Jr.  married  Lydia  PERRY  - 1760 
Lydia  WILLIAMS  mamed  Rufus  BURR  circa  1786 
Salmon  BURR  married  Azuba  THOMAS  - 1809 

THE  AGGAR  FAMILY  IN  ENGLAND 

Bennett  ELLIOT  and  Lettice  AGGAR  were  married  on  30  October  1598, 
as  shown  in  the  Parish  Register  of  the  Church  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  Widford, 
County  Hereford.  Baptismal  records  of  their  children  indicate  they  moved  from 
Widford  to  Nazeing,  County  Essex,  between  1600  and  1610.  Lettice  died 

on  16  March  1620.  Bennett  died  on  21  November  1621 .  Both  are  buried  in 
unknown  graves. 

The  will  of  Bennett  ELLIOT  indicates  that  he  owned  a  large  landed  estate 
and  other  possessions.  His  \m\\,  dated  5  November  1621 ,  provided  for  the 
maintenance  of  his  son,  John,  at  Cambridge  University  "where  he  is  a  scoller". 

The  children  of  Lettice  and  Bennett  all  emigrated  to  America,  perhaps 
aboard  the  ship  Lyon,  which  docked  at  Boston  in  November  1629.  As  of  July 
1630  they  lived  in  Boston,  Massachusetts.  The  children  of  Bennett  and  Lettice 
were: 

1 .  Sarah  ELLIOT  was  baptized  on  13  June  1599.  She  married  William  CURTIS. 

2.  Phillip  ELLIOT  was  baptized  on  25  April  1602.  He  married  Elizabeth 
SYBTHORPE. 

3.  John  ELLIOT  was  baptized  on  5  August  1604.  He  married  Hannah 
MOUNTFORD  on  4  September  1632.  John  v^s  a  minister  and  known  as 
Apostle  to  the  Indians.  He  died  on  21  May  1690  at  Roxbury,  Massachusetts. 
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4.  Jacob  ELLIOT  was  baptized  on  21  September  1606.  He  died  in  1651  without 
known  descendants. 

5.  Lydia  ELLIOT  was  baptized  on  I  July  1610.  She  married  James  PENNIMAN 
on  26  July  1631  at  High  Laver,  Essexshire,  England. 

James  PENNIMAN  was  made  a  freeman  on  6  March  1631/2  in  Boston, 
Massachusetts.  He  and  Lydia  later  moved  to  Braintree.  James  died  on  26 
October  1664. 

Lydia  then  married  Thomas  WIGHT  of  Medfield  on  7  December  1665. 
She  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years. 

6.  Francis  ELLIOT  was  baptized  on  10  April  1615.  He  married  Mary 
SAUNDERS. 

7.  Mary  ELLIOT  was  baptized  on  1 1  March  1620.  She  married  Edward 
PAYSON. 
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BACON* 
Nathaniel  BACON  (1616-1673)  married  Hannah  MAYO  (1622  -1685)  in  1642 

This  surname  comes  from  the  Anglo-Saxon  bacan  (to  bake),  or  baccan  (beech 
tree).  It  is  the  name  of  an  ancient  seigniory,  a  territory  ruled  by  a  lord,  in 
Normandy. 

Line  of  Descent  in  America  to  Salmon  and  Azuba  BURR  line: 

Nathaniel  BACON  married  Hannah  MAYO  -  4  December  1642 
Hannah  BACON  married  Thomas  WALLEY,  Jr.  circa  1663 
Hannah  (WALLEY)  STONE  married  James  LEONARD  circa  1690 
Mehitable  (LEONARD)  WILLIS  married  Nathaniel  PERRY  - 1736 
Lydia  PERRY  mamed  Silas  WILLIAMS,  Jr.  - 1760 
Lydia  WILLIAMS  married  Rufus  BURR  circa  1786 
Salmon  BURR  married  Azuba  THOMAS  circa  1809 

Nathaniel  BACON  was  bom  about  1616  in  England.    He  came  to 
Skirbeck,  the  first  name  of  Boston,  with  Samuel  and  Elizabeth,  presumably  his 
brother  and  sister.  By  1640  he  was  in  Barnstable,  Massachusetts. 

Barnstable  County  is  the  peninsula  known  as  Cape  Cod.  Its  glacial 
formation  is  evident  in  its  moraines,  boulders,  and  huge  masses  of  Quincy 
granite. 

A  granite  boulder  was  the  place  of  the  first  meeting  of  the  Town  of 
Barnstable  and  church  service  for  the  Puritan  settlers.  Dutch  trading  vessels 
visited  the  Pilgrims  at  Monument  River. 

Church  records  from  1643  through  1649  list  forty-three  deaths  or 
burials  of  whom  72%  were  children,  7%  premature  births,  one  miscarriage,  five 
unbaptized,  and  three  stillborn. 

The  first  lot,  east  of  "Mill  Way"  (as  of  1888),  v^s  Nathaniel  BACON'S 
home.  At  the  time  of  the  town  settlement,  the  land  north  of  the  BACON  home 
v\/as  dense  swamp,  with  fine  timber,  reserved  as  town  commons,  later  bought  by 
the  BACON  family. 

Mr.  BACON  was  a  leather  tanner  and  currier.  His  leather  curing  vats 
were  in  the  low  grounds  near  his  house.  He  was  also  a  farmer  which  provided 
food  for  his  family  and  domestic  animals. 

The  BACON  home  was  built  in  1642.  When  it  was  taken  down  in  about 
1833,  the  oak  timber  was  as  sound  and  as  hard  as  when  cut  from  the  forest. 
The  house  was  two  stories  high.  The  lower  floor  had  three  rooms.  The  front 
one  was  sixteen  feet  square,  low  in  the  walls  with  a  large  summer  beam  across 
the  ceiling. 

The  bedroom  floor  was  elevated  two  feet  above  the  other  floors  to  give 
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more  height  in  the  cellar  underneath.  The  kitchen  was  very  small.  The 
low-ceilinged  second  floor  was  divided  into  three  rooms.  The  chimney  was 
made  of  stone. 

The  fireplace  in  the  front  room  was  eight  feet  wide  and  four  feet  deep. 
The  mantel  was  high  enough  that  a  tall  person  could  walk  under  it  by  stooping 
slightly.  The  kitchen  fireplace  v\/as  even  smaller.  Fireplaces  were  the  only  way 
of  heating  houses  and  cooking.  The  windows  of  those  times  were  small  and 
many  had  oiled  paper  instead  of  glass  (England  taxed  window  glass). 

The  Family  of  Nathaniel  and  Hannah  (MAYO)  BACON 

Nathaniel  BACON  married  Hannah  MAYO  on  4  December  1642.  Hannah 
was  born  about  1622  in  England,  maybe  in  Northampton  or  Cettistock,  to  the 
Reverend  John  and  Tamsen  MAYO. 

The  MAYO  family  immigrated  to  Boston  in  1638.  The  Reverend  MAYO 
was  rector  in  Cettistock,  England.  He  was  a  teacher  in  Barnstable  in  1639. 

The  Scituate  and  Barnstable  Church  Records  note  that  "Nathaniell 
BACON  joyned"  the  church  on  3  May  1648  and  his  wife  joined  on  18  March 
1648.  Their  daughter  Hannah  was  baptized  there  on  8  December  1644,  son 
Nathaniel  in  1645,  and  daughter  Mary  on  20  August  1648.  Their  eight  children 
were  bom  in  Barnstable. 

1.  Hannah  BACON  was  born  on  4  September  1643  and  baptized  on  8  December 
1644.  She  married  Thomas  WALLEY,  Jr.,  circa  1663.  Thomas  died  24  March 
1678  at  Barnstable. 

They  had  a  son  Thomas  who  died  without  issue. 

Thomas  and  Hannah  also  had  a  daughter  Hannah.  She  first  married 
William  STONE  and  had  two  girls. 

She  married  secondly  James  LEONARD  and  had  three  daughters:  Lydia, 
Elizabeth,  and  Mehitable.  Lydia  married  Thomas  COBBORN;  Elizabeth  married 
Edward  ADAMS;  and  Mehitable  married  Nathaniel  PERRY. 

Hannah  was  thirty-five  years-old  when  her  husband  died  and  left  her  with 
three  children  at  home:  a  son,  possibly  John;  and  daughters  Hannah  and 
Elizabeth. 

Hannah  married  the  Reverend  George  SHOVE  circa  1675.  They  had  four 
children: 

Mary  was  bom  on  1 1  August  1676  in  Taunton  and  died  young.  Joanna 
was  born  on  28  September  1678.  Edward  was  born  on  3  October  1680.  Mercy 
was  bom  in  1682.  Hannah  gave  birth  to  a  total  of  twelve  children. 

2.  Nathaniel  BACON  was  born  on  5  February  1645/6  or  5  July  1645.  He  died  in 
December  1691. 
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3.  Mary  BACON  was  born  on  12  August  1648,  baptized  on  30  August  1648,  and 
probably  died  young. 

4.  Samuel  BACON  was  born  on  25  February  1651  and  baptized  on  9  March 
1651 .  He  married  Sarah  HINCKLEY  on  27  March  1673.  She  was  bom  on  4 
November  1646  to  Governor  and  Mary  (RICHARDS)  HINCKLEY. 

5.  Elizabeth  BACON  was  born  on  28  January  1653/4  and  died  in  1676.  She 
married  Joseph  HOWES.  One  of  her  heirs  was  her  sister,  Hannah,  the  wife  of 
George  SHOVE. 

6.  Jeremiah  BACON  was  born  on  8  May  1657.  He  married  Elizabeth  HAWES,  a 
Mayflower  descendant  of  Yarmouth,  on  10  December  1686.  Jeremiah  and 
Elizabeth  had  ten  children. 

7.  Mercy  BACON  was  bom  on  28  February  1659/60  in  Barnstable.  She  married 
the  Honorable  John  OTIS  on  18  July  1683.  Mercy  died  onIO  December  1737. 
There  is  a  monument  to  her  memory  in  Barnstable. 

8.  John  BACON  was  born  in  June  1665.  He  mamed  Mary  HAWES  of  Yarmouth 
on  17  June  1686.  He  married  secondly  the  widow  Sarah  (COOKE)  WARREN. 
She  died  on  20  August  1731 . 

John  BACON  died  in  October  1673.  He  was  known  as  a  man  of  good 
moral  character,  business  habits,  energy,  and  industry.  He  was  a  respected, 
influential  person. 

His  sister  Hannah  was  granted  administration  of  his  estate  and  inventory 
was  rendered  on  29  October  1673  and  appraised  at  £632,  10  shillings,  and  2 
pence. 

Hannah  (MAYO)  BACON  died  in  Taunton,  Bristol  County,  Massachusetts,  on 
22  September  1685  at  the  age  of  sixty-two. 

The  home  and  property  of  Nathaniel  and  Hannah  (MAYO)  BACON: 

The  house  lot  assigned  to  Nathaniel  BACON  in  the  East  Parish  was  still 
owned  by  some  descendants  in  1888.  Originally  the  land  to  the  north  of  the 
BACON  house  lot  was  dense  swamp,  with  good  timber,  reserved  as  a  town 
commons.  It 

was  later  bought  by  the  BACON  family,  as  was  the  land  between  the  swamp  and 
the  mill  pond. 

Mr.  BACON  owned  sixteen  acres  in  the  Old  Common  Field  and  eleven 
acres  in  the  New  Common  Field.  The  Old  Common  Field  extended  from  Blushes 
Point  to  the  West  Watering  Place  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  harbor  and  on 
the  south  by  the  mill  pond.  The  Indian  name  of  this  place  v^s  Mattakeese  or. 
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worn  out  planting 
lands. 

Nathaniel  also  had  a  house  lot  and  four  acres  which  was  owned  in  1 888 
by  Frederick  COBB.  He  also  owned  thirty-two  acres  of  land  and  meadow  at 
Cotuit,  meads  in  the  mill  pond  at  Sandy  Neck,  plus  other  lands  and  rights  in  the 
commons. 

In  1794  Nathaniel  BACON  had  a  tavern  in  the  "Bacon  Lot."  About  this 
time  there  was  also  a  "Bacon  Comer"  where  Eben  BACON,  a  merchant,  had  a 
store. 

Citizenship: 

Nathaniel  was  granted  the  right  to  Bear  Arms  in  1643.  Few  men  were 
excused  from  this  duty.  He  became  a  freeman,  or  citizen,  on  2  June  1646.  To 
have  full  rights  of  citizenship,  a  man  had  to  join  the  church  and  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance. 

In  1650  Nathaniel  v^s  a  constable.  He  served  as  a  deputy  to  the  Colony 
Court  from  1652  to  1665.  In  1657  he  was  chosen  as  an  assistant  to  the  court, 
and  was  re-elected  annually  for  sixteen  years  until  his  death  in  October  1673. 

In  1658  and  1667  Nathaniel  was  one  of  the  Council  of  War.  There  v\/as 
great  concern  at  this  time  about  impending  war  with  the  French  and  the  Indians. 

He  signed  Treasury  Committee  Reports  in  1661,  1664,  1666,  1672,  and 
1673.  Nathaniel  often  served  on  court-appointed  committees  and  as  a 
selectman. 

In  1655  Anthony  GILPIN  of  Barnstable  died.  He  gave  all  his  property  to 
his  heirs  in  trust  to  Nathaniel  BACON.  Mr.  GILPIN's  five  sisters  were  of 
Damston,  Yorkshire,  England.  His  estate  was  assessed  at  57£  and  9  shillings. 
GILPIN'S  file  has  several  papers  signed  by  Nathaniel  BACON,  who  was  a 
respected  and  influential  man. 

Nathaniel  BACON  died  in  1673.  Hannah  BACON  was  granted 
administration  of  her  husband's  estate,  the  inventory  of  which  was  rendered  on 
29  October  1673. 

Nathaniel  died  between  the  ages  of  fifty-six  and  fifty-nine  years.  His 
youngest  child  was  twelve  years-old  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Note: 

There  was  a  friendly  relationship  with  those  Indians,  who  did  not  join  King 
Philip's  War.  The  Puritans  bought  land  in  1637  with  beads,  hoes,  hatchets, 
coats,  and  kettles.  They  continued  to  purchase  land  until  the  Indians  did  not 
want  to  give  up  any  more. 

Not  one  foot  of  land  was  occupied  without  purchasing  it  from  the  Indians. 
In  1672  the  town  fathers  ordered  that,  "all  masters  of  families  and  all  young  men 
that  are  at  their  own  disposing  shall  kill  or  cause  to  be  killed  one  dozen  of 
blackbirds."  Wolf  scalps  brought  5  shillings  to  1  pound  each. 
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In  1790  the  town  offered  25£  to  anyone  who  killed  a  wolf,  catamount,  or 
tiger.  These  animals  destroyed  sheep  and  infested  the  towns.  The  bounty  was 
increased  two  months  later  to  38£. 

Ancestors  Galore! 

There  were  thirteen  families  in  Barnstable  in  June  1639  who  were 
descended  from  the  LATHROP,  MAYO,  BACON,  BURGESS,  SWIFT,  EDSON, 
HAWARD,  LEONARD,  ROBINSON,  ROGERS,  WALLEY,  WARREN,  and 
WILLIS  families.  In  those  days  young  men  literally  married  "the  girl  next  door". 

Some  Ways  and  Customs  of  the  1600s: 

In  early  Plymouth,  the  Julian  Calendar,  also  known  as  Old  Style,  was 
used.  In  that  system,  the  New  Year  commenced  on  the  25th  of  March.  By 
adding  ten  days  to  any  date,  one  has  the  corresponding  New  Style  date. 

In  the  17th  century  the  months  were  numbered  as  follows:  March  was  first 
month  of  a  new  year,  April  was  the  second,  and  so  on.  Febmary  was,  therefore, 
the  twelfth  month  of  the  year. 

Medications  of  the  Time: 

"For  a  great  cold  and  cof  that  leads  to  the  consumsion,  Take  the  youlk  of 
an  egg  and  sum  good  win  mixed  together  poudor  of  brimstone,  and  put  to  it  and 
take  it  in  the  morning.  Or  hunny  and  brimstone  and  after  that  take  the  youlk  of 
an 
eag  and  sum  good  win  mixtd  together. 

To  stop  bleeding  take  sum  nip  and  hold  it  in  the  left  hand  and  put  sum  to 
the  hollow  of  the  left  foot,  and  lay  some  nip  in  the  neck.  When  nothing  elc  would 
do  to  stop  excessive  bleeding  of  the  nous,  the  poudor  of  a  dryed  toad  mixed  with 
beezwax  put  to  the  nose  hath  stopped  it;  the  toed  for  haste  was  dryed  in  the 
oven  but  it  should  be  hung  up  by  the  leg  alive  until  it  is  dead  and  dried." 
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BLOWER 

Thomas  BLOWER  married  Susanna  VINCENT 
Descendant  an-ived  in  America  circa  1633 

Descent  in  England: 

Thomas  BLOWER  married  Susanna  VINCENT  - 1581 

Thomas  BLOWER  married  Alice  FROST  - 1612 

Alice  BLOWER  married  Richard  BRACKETT  circa  1633/4 

Descent  in  America  to  the  Salmon  BURR  line: 
Hannah  BRACKETT  married  Stephen  KINGSLEY  - 1655 
Samuel  KINGSLEY  married  Mary  WASHBURN 
Susanna  KINGSLEY  married  Samuel  PACKARD 
Charity  PACKARD  married  Seth  BURR  - 1753 
Rufus  BURR  married  Lydia  WILLIAMScirca  1786 
Salmon  BURR  married  Azuba  THOMAS  - 1809 

Variant  spelling:  BLOWERE 

In  England: 

In  the  register  of  St.  Katherine-by-the-Tower,  London,  published  in  1946, 
is  recorded  the  marriage  of  Richard  BRACKETT  and  Alice  BLOWER  on  6 
January  1633/4.  Neither  surname  appears  again  in  the  years  from  1 584-1665, 
thus  indicating  their  parents  were  not  of  that  area.  By  chance  Mr.  THRELFALL, 
searching  FROST  data,  saw  the  name  BLOWER  in  The  American  Genealogist, 
Volume  26,  pages  10-12.  THRELFALL  noted  that  Alice  FROST  was  baptized  at 
Stanstead,  England  on  I  December  1594.  She  was  married  in  Standstead  on  19 
November  1612  to  Thomas  BLOWER. 

BLOWER  wills  of  record  in  Suffolk  County,  England,  in  the  15th  and  16th 
centuries: 

1464: 

Thomas  BLOWER  of  Bildeston,  Suffolk  County,  made  his  will,  naming  his 
son,  John  BLOWER,  John  COWPER  of  Boxford  (son-in-law?),  and  Thomas 
BLOWER  (another  son?).  This  will  was  written  in  Latin  and  the  penmanship 
marks  it  difficult  to  read.  The  will  was  proved  23  September  1464. 

1503: 

Peter  BLOWER  of  Melford  made  his  will;  no  children  were  mentioned. 

1557: 
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John  BLOWER  of  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  yeoman,  bequeathed  to  his  six 
daughters;  to  Margaret,  his  wife;  his  brother,  William;  and  father-in-law  John 
ATTKYNE. 

1575: 

On  record  without  much  family  data  are  the  wills  of  William  BLOWER  of 
Bury  St.  Edmonds,  who  made  an  oral  will,  requesting  burial  in  St.  James 
churchyard.  He  gave  all  of  his  property  to  his  wife,  Margaret.  His  will  was 
proven  on  1 5  December  1 575. 

1597: 

Thomas  BLOWER  married  Alice  SPARPOINT  at  Long  Melford.  She  died 
in  1 579.    He  next  married  Susanna,  the  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Alice 
VINCENT,  on  27  February  1581/2  at  Bildeston.  Thomas  BLOWER  v^s  a 
"tannere"  who  lived  in  Lavehame,  Suffolk  County.  He  made  his  will,  "being 
sycke  in  bodye  but  holl  in  mynd"  on  28  September  1597.  His  will  was  proven  27 
October  1597. 

Thomas  directed  that  his  wife  Susanna  paye  thirty  pounds  to  his  eldest 
son  John.  In  the  case  of  John's  death,  his  portion  was  to  be  divided  amongst 
"my  sonnes  and  daughters  then  shalbe  lyvinge".  Thomas  BLOWER  also  willed 
that  his  land  in  Melford  be  equally  divided  between  sons  John  and  Thomas. 

Thomas  BLOWER  named  as  his  executors  his  wife,  Susanna;  and 
Nicholas  VINCENT,  brother  "unto  ye  fore  named  Susana."  The  witnesses  were 
John  DAY  and  John  WRIGHT.  Thomas  BLOWER'S  v^ll  was  proven  27  October 
1597. 

The  children  of  Thomas  and  his  two  wives  were  all  baptized  at  Stanstead, 
England.  The  children  were: 

1.  Thomas  BLOWER  was  baptized  and  buried  on  10  October  1576  at  the  age  of 
one  month. 

2.  Margaret  BLOWER  was  baptized  on  17  November  1577.  She  was  buried  on 
16  December  1577  at  the  age  of  one  month. 

3.  John  BLOWER  was  baptized  on  14  June  1579.  He  was  living  in  1597  and 
was  perhaps  was  the  testator  of  1642  as  noted  below.  He  would  have  been 
sixty-three  years-old  and  employed  as  a  pastor. 

Children  of  the  second  marriage: 

4.  Susanna  BLOWER  was  born  circa  1582-5.  She  was  living  in  1597. 
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5.  Thomas  BLOWER  was  baptized  on  15  December  1585.  He  probably  died 
young. 

6.  Thomas  BLOWER  was  baptized  on  23  April  1587. 

7.  Caleb  BLOWER  was  baptized  on  7  July  1588.  He  died  before  his  father. 

8.  Alice  BLOWER  was  baptized  on  15  March  1589/90.  She  was  living  in  1597. 

9.  Rachel  BLOWER  was  baptized  on  12  October  1591. 

10.  Mary  BLOWER  was  baptized  on  25  February  1592/3. 

11.  A  child  was  bom  in  1597  after  the  death  of  Thomas  BLOWER. 

Thomas  BLOWER,  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Susanna  of  Stanstead, 
Suffolk,  England,  was  baptized  on  23  April  1587  and  left  fatherless  at  the  age  of 
ten  years.  The  younger  Thomas  BLOWER  married  Alice,  the  daughter  of 
Edward  and  Thomasine  (BELGRAVE)  FROST,  at  Stanstead  on  19  November 
1612.  Alice  FROST  was  baptized  on  I  December  1594  at  Stanstead.  No  record 
of  their  children,  owing  to  some  gaps  in  the  pahsh  registers,  has  been  located. 
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"BRACKETT* 

Arrival  in  America:   1629 

Line  in  England: 

Richard  BRACKETT  man-ied  Alice  BLOWER  on  6  January  1633/4 

Line  of  Descent  in  Amerca  to  Salmon  and  Azuba  BURR  line: 

Hannah  BRACKETT  married  (1)  Samuel  KINGSLEY  - 1655 
Samuel  KINGSLEY,  Jr.  married  Mary  WASHBURN 
Susanna  KINGSLEY  married  Samuel  PACKARD  circa  1728/9 
Charity  PACKARD  married  Seth  BURR  - 1753 
Rufus  BURR  married  Lydia  WILLIAMS  circa  1786 
Salmon  BURR  married  Azuba  Thomas  - 1809. 

References  to  possible  forebears  in  England  were  made  inThe 
Matriculation  Book  of  Gonville  and  Caius  College,  Cambridge,  England,  as 
published  in  East  Anglian  Magazine  in  "Notes  and  Queries  on  Subjects 
Connected  with  the  Counties  of  Suffolk,  Cambridge,  Essex,  and  Norfolk." 
Richard  BRACKETTs  entrance  into  Cambridge  University,  England: 

BRACKETT,  Richard  of  Wrenningham,  Norfolk,  son  of  Richard  BRACKETT, 
mediorcris  fortune,  deceased.  School,  Norwich,  four  years,  at  Corpus  Christi 
College  six  months.  Age  21 .  Admitted  pensioner  13  May. 

This  Richard  was  bom  circa  1553  so  he  was  fifty-seven  years  old  when 
the  colonist  Richard  was  born.  Was  the  elder  man  possibly  the  grandfather  of 
the  emigrant  Richard? 

There  are  16th  century  BRACKETT  wills  in  England: 

1 .  20  June  1540,  Edward  BRACKETT,  of  Sudbury,  Suffolk  County,  with  wife 
Maud  and  children  George  and  Edward. 

2.  Thomas  BRACKETT  in  1574,  of  St  Gregory,  Suffolk,  bequeathed  to  his  v^fe 
Maude  and  sons  Edward  and  William. 

3.  "On  4  May  1575  William  BRACKETT,  Sudbury,  Suffolk,  Botcher  (butcher)," 
asked  in  his  will  that  he  be  buried  in  St  Gregorye's  churchyard  .  .  .  that  all  his 
houses  in  Sudbury  be  sold  by  Richard  BRACKETT  my  son  ...  the  money  to  be 
disburst ...  to  Alyce  BRACKETT  my  wife  40£  and  she  shall  keep  Wm  and 
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Maude  BRACKETT  my  children.  .  ." 

William  names  a  daughter,  Maud,  and  a  son,  Edmond.  William  gave  to 
his  brother  George  a  maser  tipped  with  silver  and  all  apparell;  to  son  William,  a 
stall  in  the  market,  to  wife  Maude  the  profits  until  the  younger  William  turns 
twenty-one  years-old  (Dorothy  Burr  Harper  Tucker's  note:  None  of  immigrant 
Richard's  children  were  given  the  same  first  names  as  the  BRACKETT  family 
from  Sudbury). 


In  America: 

Richard  BRACKETT,  the  Puritan  emigrant,  first  appears  on  a  colonial 
record  as  number  144  in  the  list  of  organizers  of  the  First  Church  of  Boston, 
Suffolk  County,  Massachusetts,  in1630.  He  likely  came  with  the  1629  Winthrop 
Fleet  at  about  the  age  of  seventeen  or  eighteen  years. 

Other  BRACKETT  individuals  who  were  also  in  the  Bay  Colony  were 
Peter  of  Boston,  and  perhaps  John  BRACKETT  and  a  sister. 

Richard  BRACKETT  testified  by  affidavit  on  oath  that  he  was  fifty-six 
years  old  on  2  July  1668.  Thus  he  was  born  in  1611  or  1612,  depending  upon 
the  date  of  his  birth.  He  died  on  5  March  1691  at  about  the  age  of  eighty  years. 
He  was  an  educated,  literate  man. 

Richard  returned  to  England  circa  1633.  He  married  Alice  BLOWER  on  6 
January  1633/4  ,  as  stated  in  the  Church  Register  of  St.  Katherine-by-the-Tower, 
London.  The  register  has  no  other  people  of  these  surnames  which  indicates 
that  neither  Richard  nor  Alice  was  from  a  family  of  the  pahsh. 

Alice's  parents  were  Thomas  and  Alice  (FROST)  BLOWER.  Alice  died  in 
1689,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  She  was  born  circa  161 3/4. 

Boston  church  records  from  September  1635,  "Alice,  wife  of  our  brother 
Richard  Brockett  (sic)  signed  the  Covenant."  In  August  1630  Richard  was 
among  the  colonists  with  whom  Governor  WINTHROP  organized  the  First 
Church  of  Boston.  Richard  stayed  with  this  church  until  circa  1642,  vy/hen  he 
removed  to  Braintree,  Massachusetts. 

Richard  and  Alice's  first  four  children  were  born  in  Boston,  the  others 
were  born  in  Braintree. 

1 .  Hannah  BRACKETT  was  baptized  on  4  June  1634  in  Boston.  She  died  on  3 
July  1706  at  the  age  of  sevety-four  years  in  Dunstable,  Massachusetts  (now 
Nashua,  New  Hampshire)  in  an  Indian  raid.  She  married  Samuel  KINGSLEY  on 

4  January  1655. 

Samuel  KINGSLEY  was  bom  in  England  in  1636  to  Steven  and  Marie 
(SPAULDING)  KINGSLEY.  Samuel  died  on  21  May  1662  at  Billerica,  leaving 
Hannah  with  three  children.  His  namesake  was  born  three  months  after 
Samuel's  death. 
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1.  Hannah  KINGSLEY  was  born  on  27  July  1656  at  Braintree, 
Massachusetts. 

2.  Elizabeth  KINGSLEY  was  bom  on  22  November  1657.  She  marned 
John  CUMMINGS. 

3.  Samuel  KINGSLEY  was  bom  on  16  August  1662.  He  married  Mary 
WASHBURN,  the  daughter  of  Deacon  John  and  Elizabeth  (SPAULDING) 
WASHBURN. 

Hannah  married  Deacon  John  BLANCHARD  (aka  BLANCHER)  after 
Samuel's  death  and  had  eleven  more  children: 

4.  Joseph  BLANCHARD  may  have  died  young. 

5.  Josiah  BLANCHARD  was  born  on  8  May  1652. 

6.  Benjamin  BLANCHARD. 

7.  James  BLANCHARD. 

8.  Joseph  BLANCHARD. 

9.  Nathaniel  BLANCHARD. 

10.  Thomas  BLANCHARD. 

1 1 .  Martha  BLANCHARD  man-ied  Robert  TWELVE  on  23  September 
1655  at  Braintree. 

12.  John  BLANCHARD  was  baptized  in  May  1637.  He  died  on  25 
September  1692  at  Dedham,  Massachusetts. 

13.  Sarah  BLANCHARD  married  Joseph  CROSBEE  on  1  April  1675  at 
Braintree. 

14.  Mary  BLANCHARD. 

Altogether  Hannah  had  five  daughters  and  nine  sons  (which  is  126 
months  or  ten  and  one  half  years  of  pregnancy!).  Hannah  was  killed  by  Indians 
at  age  of  seventy-two  years  on  3  July  1786  at  Dunstable.  The  family  was  eating 
supper  prior  to  going  to  the  stockade. 

Stockades  had  strong  walls  of  stone  or  timber  built  up  to  the  eaves  of  the 
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houses  and  a  gate  fastened  by  iron  bars  and  bolts.  The  stockades  were  lined 
with  brick  or  planks.  Some  had  portholes  for  muskets.  Generally  the  upper  story 
of  the  houses  inside  the  stockade  projected  three  or  four  feet  beyond  the  lower 
story  walls  to  prevent  anyone  climbing  up  and  over  the  walls.  The  Indians 
turned  BLANCHARD's  sheep  into  the  wheatfield.  The  BLANCHARD  family 
hurried  out  to  get  the  sheep  penned,  not  knowing  if  the  Indians  were  around. 

Hannah,  one  of  her  sons  and  his  wife,  and  two  granddaughters  were 
slain.  Four  troupers  v^re  killed  and  five  others  were  wounded.  One  Indian  died. 

Captain  PEARSON  was  remiss  in  not  having  posted  sentinels. 

The  Journal  of  the  Rev.  John  Pike  of  Dover  gives  an  account  of  the  Indian 
attack  on  Dunstable  of  3  July  1706, 

Capt  Pearson  and  part  of  his  troops  were  posted  at  Blanchard's.  While  they 
were  inside  at  supper,  the  enemy  let  the  sheep  into  his  cornfield.  John  and 
Hannah  Blanchard,  going  out  to  save  the  corn,  were  both  slain,  Indians  entered 
the  house,  killing  three  troopers  and  the  trumpeter,  wounding  five  more.  Finally 
they  were  dhven  out  of  the  house,  just  one  Indian  being  killed.  Slain  were  John 
and  Hannah,  their  daughter  Lydia,  her  daughter,  Susanna,  Goody  and  John 
Cummings  [Chas.  J.  Fox,  History  of  The  Old  Township  of  Dunstable  (Charles  T. 
Gill.  Publisher,  Mashua:  Charles  T.  Gill,  1846),  p.  83.]. 

2.  Peter  BRACKETT  was  baptized  on  7  May  1637.  He  died  on  28  April  1718  at 
the  age  of  eighty-one  years.  He  married  Elizabeth  BOSWORTH  in  July  1661  at 
Braintree,  Massachusetts.  She  died  on  30  November  1686. 

Peter  married  Sarah  (PARKER)  FOSTER  on  30  March  1687.  She  died 
on  18  April  1718  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years. 

Peter  had  five  children  and  farmed  in  Billehca.  He  was  made  a  freeman 
in  1668. 

3.  John  BRACKETT,  Peter's  twin  brother,  was  baptized  on  7  May  1637.  He  died 
on  8  May  1687  at  the  age  of  fifty  years.  John  married  Hannah  FRENCH,  the 
daughter  of  Lieutenant  William  FRENCH,  at  Braintree,  in  a  double  wedding. 
She  died  on  9  May  1674  at  the  age  of  thirty-eight  years. 

John  man-ied  Ruth  (MORSE),  the  widow  of  Joseph  ELLICE,  on  31  May 
1675  .  She  and  four  younger  children  moved  to  Dedham,  Massachusetts,  after 
John's  death. 

4.  Rachel  BRACKETT  was  baptized  on  3  November  1639.  She  married  Simon 
CROSBY  (1637-1725),  the  son  of  Simon  and  Anna  of  Cambridge,  on  1  April 
1659  at  Braintree.  Simon  and  Rachel  had  nine  children  and  lived  in  Billerica. 
Rachel  likely  died  in  Billerica. 

5.  Mary  BRACKETT  was  born  on  I  February  1642.  She  died  on  23  March  1671. 
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She  married  Joseph  THOMPSON  (1640-1732),  the  son  of  the  Reverend  Joseph 
THOMPSON  of  Braintree,  on  1  February  1662. 

6.  Sarah  BRACKETT  married  Joseph  CROSBY  on  1  April  1675  at  Braintree. 
Joseph  died  on  26  November  1695,  leaving  three  children,  including  twin 
daughters. 

7.  James  BRACKETT  was  bom  circa  1648.  He  married  Sarah,  the  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Sarah  (BEAL)  MARSH  in  1674.  James  was  a  cooper.  James  and 
Sarah  moved  to  Boston  in  1675  and  back  to  Braintree  in  1682.  They  had  two 
sons  and  several  daughters.  His  parents  lived  with  them  in  their  last  years. 

8.  Josiah  BRACKETT  was  baptized  In  July  1652.  He  died  before  1690  at 
Chelmsford,  Massachusetts.  He  married  Elizabeth,  the  daughter  of  Cornelius 
WALDO,  likely  of  Chelmsford,  on  4  February  1673.  Josiah  and  Elizabeth  had 
two  daughters:  Elizabeth  and  Sarah. 

9.  Abigail  BRACKETT  married  Gregory  BLECHER,  Jr. 

Richard  and  Alice  BRACKETT  had  nine  children,  only  three  of  whom 
outlived  them,  and  more  than  thirty  nine  grandchildren! 
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The  Times  of  Richard  and  Alice  BRACKETT 

There  were  annual  summons  of  townsmen  to  brush-cutting  squadrons,  to 
work  one  day  at  home  and  the  second  day  at  town.  The  preservation  of  shade 
trees  received  attention.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  mark  with  the  letter 'T," 
"so  many  trees  as  they  shall  judge  needful  upon  the  country  roads  and  Town 
Commons  from  the  house  of  Joseph  Walter  to  the  house  of  Captain  Brackit." 

"As  for  tithing  men,  we  have  five  in  number ...  as  for  young  persons  and 
inmates,  we  know  of  none  amongst  us  but  are  orderly.  A  1679  report  on  the 
town:  "fivety  families  that  are  able  to  bare  up  publick  charges;  there  is  more  of 
the  aged,  that  are  helpless,  ye  v^dows  and  the  poor. . .  "As  for  schools,  we 

have  no  gramer  schooles;  ensigne  Thompson  is  appointed  to  teach  those  to 
write  and  read  that  will  come  to  him;  also  there  are  severall  School  Dames". 

The  Pastor  and  the  town:  "As  to  the  annual  alowance  to  our  revemd 
pastor,  our  agreement  is  seventy  pounds  per  anni,  in  Country  pay  ..." 

In  a  1666  town  meeting,  decision  was  made  that  the  minister  should 
annually  "get  one  pound  butter  upon  every  milch  cow,  in  part  of  pay". 

Citizenship: 

In  1636,  at  the  age  of  about  twenty-five  years,  Richard  was  admitted  as 
a  freeman  (full  rights  of  citizenship),  and  later  approved  as  a  member  of  the 
Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Company.  He  was  granted  a  lot  on  which  to 
build  a  home.  In  1907  this  lot  was  on  Washington  Street,  midway  between  West 
and  Boylston  Streets. 

The  family  lived  there  until  circa  1638,  when  Richard  was  appointed  by 
the  General  Court  to  be  Keeper  of  the  Prison,  with  yearly  pay  of  thirteen  pounds, 
six  shillings,  18  pence,  and  the  use  of  a  house.  With  the  approval  of  the  town 
fathers,  he  sold  his  own  home. 

In  1639  he  was  granted  leave  to  mow  the  Marsh  in  the  Newfield  for  this  next 
summer  time.  The  marsh  was  at  Mount  Wollaston  in  Braintree  which  was  then  a 
part  of  Boston. 

Richard  was  associated  with  the  1640  incorporation  of  Braintree  and  one 
of  its  early  settlers.  He  moved  there  circa  1642. 

From  records  of  Boston's  First  Church,  8  May  1642,  "Our  Bro.  Richard 
Brackett  was  granted  by  the  church  to  be  dismissed  to  the  church  at  Braintree  at 
their  desire  with  the  Office  of  Deacon  amongst  you." 

He  was  prominent  in  church,  military,  and  civil  affairs.  He  was  held  in 
high  esteem  in  Boston  and  adjacent  towns  for  his  integrity  and  dependability.  In 
addition  Richard  was  a  husbandman  (farmer),  school  teacher  for  a  time,  and  the 
first  town  clerk.  He  held  that  office  for  some  years. 

He  was  chosen  sergeant  at  the  organization  of  the  train-band,  (the  17th 
and  18th  century  militia  company  of  the  American  Colonies),  and  later  promoted 
to  lieutenant.  About  1654  he  was  appointed  the  third  captain  of  the  company 
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and  approved  by  the  General  Court. 

In  January  1638  Richard  enlisted  in  the  warship  King  George,  which  was 
stationed  on  the  coast  for  protection  in  Indian  Wars. 

In  1643  he  was  selected  as  deputy  to  the  General  Court,  (the  town's 
highest  office).  He  was  elected  again  in  1655,  1667,  from  1671  through  1675, 
and  for  the  last  time  in  1680. 

In  1665  an  heir  of  Frederick  GEORGES,  a  high  English  official,  claimed 
the  Province  of  Maine.  Richard  was  one  of  those  successful  in  efforts  to  prevent 
war  with  England. 

His  responsibilities  as  deputy  were  interrupted  because  of  military  duties 
in  King  Philip's  War  (1675-1676)  in  which  hardly  a  town  was  left  unscathed.  On 
25  February  1675,  Indians  raided  Braintree  and  killed  four  people.  Another 
killing  took  place  in  March  1676.  On  both  occasions  Richard's  men  assembled 
at  the  garrison  houses  to  protect  the  women  and  children  there.  Scouts  went  out 
to  ascertain  the  doings  of  the  Indians.  Messengers  were  sent  to  neighboring 
towns  to  give  warnings,  to  summon  aid,  and  to  organize  pursuit.  When 
neighboring  towns  were  raided,  messengers  came  for  help,  and  Richard  and  his 
train-band  were  soon  in  action. 

The  Indian  raids  caused  the  colony  to  establish  a  garrison  between 
Braintree  and  Bridgev^ter.  Richard  THAYRE  was  in  charge.  He  was  an 
ambitious,  busy  man,  who  raised  alarms  on  rumors,  stalked  the  phantoms  of  the 
wilderness  and  stampeded  at  the  approach  of  horse  or  cow. 

Night  and  day  he  had  the  people  frightened  of  an  immediate  prospect  of 
being  swooped  down  upon  by  King  Philip  and  a  thousand  braves.  He  had 
Richard  BRACKETT  angry,  his  men  worn  out  keeping  constant  watch  because 
of  Thayre's  frequent  scares. 

At  last  Thayre  "captured"  an  Indian.  John  GEORGE,  a  King  Philip's  man, 
was  a  half-starved  v^etch  who  crawled  through  the  snow  to  sun^ender  at  the 
garrison  house.  He  was  too  weak  to  walk  and  the  only  enemy  seen  during 
THAYRE'S  campaign. 

THAYRE  loudly  proclaimed  his  capture  as  proof  of  his  vigilance.  He  kept 
John  GEORGE  in  the  garrison  house  for  five  weeks  at  the  expense  of  the  town, 
desirous  of  getting  him  in  good  shape  for  an  exhibit. 

Richard's  patience  was  sorely  tried  from  being  constantly  on  the 
alert  for  weeks,  marching  at  all  seasons  and  times,  and  always  on  alert 
for  attacks  never  made.  Richard  had  to  put  up  with  it,  though,  for  THAYRE  was 
the  General  Court's  man. 

BRACKETT  thought  that  jail  was  a  good  enough  place  for  John 
GEORGE.  Richard  was  not,  however,  a  man  to  play  see-saw.  He  went  with  a 
detail  to  the  garrison  and  took  John  GEORGE  to  Boston. 

THAYRE  protested.  He  said  that  he  had  a  grievance  and  that  all  his  bills 
were  not  paid  by  the  town. 

Richard  had  the  support  of  his  men  and  was  given  the  approval  of  the 
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authorities.  The  Court  ordered  the  Indian  sold  into  slavery. 

In  1679  Braintree  inhabitants  petitioned  to  have  Captain  BRACKETT 
appointed  to  marry  persons  and  take  oaths  in  civil  cases.  Another  duty  given 
Richard  was  that  of  overseeing  tracts  of  land  owned  or  claimed  by  Boston  in 
Braintree. 

Agreed  with  Capt  Richard  Brackett . . .  that  he  should  in  the  town's  behalf,  take 
care  that  noe  one  was  to  strip  the  wood  or  timber  belonging  to  this  town  lyinge 
neere  their  towne,  but  do  his  utmost  to  prevent  it,  or  give  information  to  the 
Selectmen.  In  consideration  whereof  he  hath  libertie  to  cutt  out  the  wood 
already  fallen  to  the  value  of  forty  cord  (25  December1676). 

And  he  was  granted  by  Boston  "libertie  to  cut  so  much  for  ye  building  of  a 
quarter  pte  (part)  of  a  vessel  of  25  Tun,  in  consideration  of  his  care  of  the  timber 
lands." 

In  1680  Richard,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years,  ended  his  quarter-century 
service  to  the  General  Court.  He  was  captain  of  the  Braintree  military  for  thirty 
years.  As  he  grew  older  he  asked  at  times  to  be  relieved,  but  was  not.  Finally 
on  15  October  1684,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years  "and  the  infirmities  of 
age  being  upon  him,  having  formerly  desired,  and  now  again  today  to  lay  down 
his  place  as  chief  millitary  commander  in  Braintree  ..."  the  Court  granted  his 
request. 

Richard  BRACKETT  had  been  connected  with  the  Braintree  Train-Band 
for  forty-tvw)  years. 

Richard  died  five  and  a  half  years  later,  on  5  March  1690,  after  a  notably 
useful,  active,  and  pious  life.  He  is  buried  in  the  North  Precinct  of  Braintree, 
(now  named  Quincy).  The  inscription  on  the  gravestone  reads:  "Here  lyeth 
buried  ye  body  of  Capt  Richard  BRACKETT,  Deacon,  aged  80  years,  deceased 
5  March  1690." 

Alice,  his  wife,  died  eight  months  later  on  3  November1690,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-six  years. 

A  silver  cup  inscribed  with  a  "B"  centered  over  "R  and  A"  used  in  the 
Braintree  Unitarian,  once  Congregational,  Church  was  the  gift  of  Richard  and 
Alice  to  the  church. 

Richard's  will,  dated  29  January  1689,  directed  that  his  just  debts  and 
funeral  expenses  be  paid.  He  gave  his  "beloved  wife  Alice"  his  Braintree  lands 
"for  her  comfortable  subsistence"  and  the  income  of  his  estate  at  Billerica.  To 
the  children  of  John  and  his  wife  Hannah,  "one-fourth  of  all  my  lands  and 
housing  in  Billerica,  to  be  equally  divided."  To  son  Peter  and  sons-in-law  Simon 
CROSBY  and  Joseph  THOMPSON  and  their  heirs,  the  remaining  three  parts  of 
my  housing  and  lands  in  Billerica.  To  Peter  five  pounds  in  current  pay. 

Richard's  will  further  directed  that  John's  children,  Peter  BRACKETT, 
Simon  CROSBY,  and  Joseph  THOMPSON,  shall  pay  to  Josiah's  two  daughters, 
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Elizabeth  and  Sarah,  twenty  pounds  each  when  they  reach  age  twenty  or  to 
have  one-half  the  land  mentioned.  If  either  were  to  die  without  issue,  her  legacy 
was  to  go  to  the  survivor. 

Richard  gave  to  Sarah,  the  daughter  of  Josiah,  five  pounds,  and  "the 
feather  bed  her  mother  carried  av^y".  Son  James  was  to  have  Richard's  dweling 
house;  barn;  orchard;  and  land  in  Braintree,  after  Alice's  decease.  Daughter 
Hannah  was  to  have  twenty  shillings  in  good  pay.  His  great  Bible  was  given  to 
his  daughter  Rachel  for  her  life  and  then  to  his  grandchild  Abigail  THOMPSON. 
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^BURGESS* 

Arrival  to  America:  1637 

Spelled:  BURG,  BURGE,  SURGES,  BURGIS,  BIRGE,  BIRDGE,  BORGE. 

BURGESS  is  an  inhabitant  of  a  borough  (a  fortified  town),  a  freeman,  or  a 
citizen.  Originally  it  was  an  official  title,  an  inhabitant,  or  a  representative. 

Line  of  Descent  in  England: 

Thomas  BURGESS  (I)  married  Honor  SIGMAN,  the  daughter  of  Humphrey 

SIGMAN 

Thomas  BURGESS  (II)  married  Elizabeth  PYE  - 1603 

Thomas  BURGESS  (III)  mamed  Dorothy  PHIPPEN  circa  1629 

Line  of  Descent  in  America  into  Salmon  and  Azuba  BURR  line: 

Elizabeth  BURGESS  married  Ezra  PERRY  - 12  February  1651/2 

Benjamin  PERRY  married  Dinah  SWIFT  circa  1694 

Nathaniel  PERRY  married  Mehitable  (LEONARD)  WILLIS  - 1736 

Lydia  PERRY  married  Silas  WILLIAMS,  Jr.  - 1760 

Lydia  WILLIAMS  mamed  Rufus  BURR  circa  1768 

Salmon  BURR  married  Azuba  THOMAS  - 1809 

THE  BURGESS  FAMILY  IN  ENGLAND 

Thomas  BURGESS,  the  grandfather  of  the  immigrant  Thomas,  was  a 
merchant  in  Truro,  Cornwall,  England.  On  9  October  1620  the  city  arms  were 
confirmed  at  the  Herald's  Visitation  of  Truro.  Thomas  BURGESS  was  one  of  the 
four  aldermen  and  his  son,  Thomas,  Jr.,  was  one  of  the  burgesses.  The 
certificates  of  the  amns  and  seals  were  signed  by  the  mayor,  Thomas 
BURGESS,  and  two  other  Truro  officials. 

Thomas  BURGESS  had  two  sisters  v\4iose  names  were  unknown.  One 
sister  man-ied  Anthony  PYE  and  the  other  one  married  Peter  SIGMAN.  Thomas 
married  Honor  SIGMAN  the  daughter  of  Humphrey  SIGMAN  of  Tregonie. 

The  will  of  Thomas  BURGESS  names  the  following  children,  all  of  whom 
were  born  in  Truro: 

1 .  Josias  BURGESS  was  christened  on  12  July  1 598.  He  married  Agnes 
MUNDAY  on  15  October  1632. 

2.  Jane  BURGESS  was  christened  on  12  August  1599.  She  married  Ephraimus 
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POYTON. 

3.  Thomas  BURGESS  \A/as  christened  in  1603.  He  married  Elizabeth  PYE. 

4.  Henry  BURGESS  married  Jane  PYE. 

5.  Humphry  BURGESS. 

6.  Richard  BURGESS. 

7.  Ann  BURGESS. 

The  will  of  Thomas  BURGESS,  Sr.  of  Truro,  Cornwall,  merchant,  20 
SeptemtDer.  1619,  proved  12  December  1623  noted  that  he  was  "to  be  buried  in 
the  chancel  of  Truro  church  if  I  be  within  ten  miles  of  same  at  death.  To  my  wife 
Honner  Burges  her  chest  with  all  moneys  and  Jewells  or  things  in  the  same  as 
was  hers  at  the  time  of  my  death,  and  two  large  silver  bowls  and  one  large  gilt 
tankard  which  she  herself  brought  in  my  lifetime.  I  give  her  also  during  her 
natural  life,  twenty  pounds  sterling  per  annum,  and  if  she  refuse  the  Duchy  land 
that  falleth  to  her  by  custom,  then  I  give  her  10  pounds  per  annum  more.  .  .  To 
my  son  Henry  Burges,  during  his  life,  ten  pounds  per  annum.  If  Jane  Burges, 
now  wife  of  my  son  Henry  shall  survive  him,  then  I  bequeath  to  her  20£  sterling. 
To  my  daughter  in  law  Elizabeth  Burgess,  mine  executor's  wife,  for 
remembrance  of  me,  my  two  best  and  valuablest  pieces  of  plate,  to  be  chosen 
by  herself.  To  my  son  Humphrey  Burges  fifty  pounds.  To  my  son  Richard  five 
pounds.  To  Thomas  Burgess,  son  of  my  son  Richard,  five  pounds.  To  daughter 
Ann  Trethewey,  fifty  pounds,  to  daughters  of  Robert  Trethewey,  ten  pounds 
apiece  at  marriage  or  age  of  one  and  twenty.  To  my  daughter  Jane  Poynter  ten 
pounds.  To  all  my  godsons  twenty  shillings  each.  To  Josias  Burges,  at  one  and 
Twenty,  five  pounds.  To  four  of  the  poor  of  the  tov\/n  of  Truro  two  pence  apiece 
to  begin  the  next  Sabbath  after  my  death  and  to  continue  forever;  and  for 
performance  thereof  mine  executor  shall  tie  land,  by  order  of  law,  unto  the  Town 
and  Borough  of  Truro  for  performance  thereof  Mine  executor  shall  give  it 
himself  and  after  his  decease  the  Mayor  of  the  said  Borough.  My  brother  in  law, 
Mr  Anthony  Pye,  my  son  in  law  Mr  Robert  Trethewey  and  my  brother  in  law  Mr 
Peter  Sidnam  shall  be  the  overseers  of  this  my  last  will,  etc.,  to  each  of  whom  I 
give  one  gold  ring  worth  thirty  shillings  apiece  posy  memento  orei.  The  residue 
to  my  eldest  son  Thomas  Burgess,  whom  I  make  and  appoint  sole  executor." 

Thomas  BURGESS  Jr.  was  bom  in  Truro,  Comv\/all  County,  England.  He 
married  Elizabeth,  the  daughter  of  Anthony  PYE  of  Truro,  circa  1600.  Their 
children  were  all  bom  in  Truro: 
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1 .  Robert  BURGESS  was  christened  on  29  August  1602. 

2.  Honor  BURGESS  was  christened  on  31  October  1603.  She  was  married  on  3 
July  1628. 

3.  Thomas  BURGESS,  Honor's  twin  brother,  was  christened  on  31  October 
1603.  He  died  on  13  February  1685  in  Sandwich,  Barnstable  County, 
Massachusetts.  Thomas  married  Dorothy  PHIPPEN  circa  1628.  She  died  on 
27  February  1687. 

The  children  of  Thomas  and  Dorothy  (PHIPPEN)  BURGESS  were  all  born 
in  England: 

1 .  Thomas  BURGESS  was  born  circa  1627.  He  married  Elizabeth  BASSETT 
who  was  granted  the  first  divorce  in  the  colonies.  Thomas  next  married  Lydia 
GRANT/GAUNT. 

2.  John  BURGESS  was  born  circa  1629.  He  died  in1701,  likely  in  Yarmouth, 
Massachusetts.  He  married  Mary,  the  daughter  of  Peter  WARREN,  on  8 
September  1657.  She  died  in  1723.  They  had  ten  children. 

John  BURGESS  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  in  1657  to  be  admitted  a 
freeman  to  the  colony.  Some  of  his  descendants  include:  Gelett  BURGESS 
(1866-1951),  American  humorist  and  illustrator,  known  for  his  nonsense  verses, 
some  of  which  taught  children  manners;  and  Thornton  BURGESS  (1874-196?), 
author  of  delightful  children's  tales  about  animals  and  wild  life. 

John  BURGESS'  father  willed  him  5£.  John's  brother  Joseph  was  willed 
two  lots  of  land  if  he  paid  John  the  sum  of  5£.  John's  son,  Thomas,  was  to 
receive  10£  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years  from  his  paternal  grandfather. 

3.  Elizabeth  BURGESS  was  born  in  1631,  likely  near  Truro,  Cornv^ll,  England. 
She  died  on  26  September  1717  in  Sandwich,  Massachusetts. 

Elizabeth  BURGESS  man-ied  Ezra,  the  son  of  Edward  PERRY,  on  12 
February  1651/2.  They  had  seven  children.  Ezra  and  Elizabeth  are  ancestors 
of  Franklin  ROOSEVELT'S  mother,  Sarah  DELANO;  Vice-President  Nelson 
ROCKEFELLER;  and  actress  Beatrice  STRAIGHT. 

4.  Jacob  BURGESS  was  born  circa  1632.  He  died  on  17  March  1719.  Jacob 
married  Mary,  the  daughter  of  Benjamin  NYE  on  1  June  1670..  She  died  on  23 
June  1706.  They  had  five  sons  and  one  daughter. 

Old  town  records  have  data  regarding  charges  of  popular  heresy  against 
Jacob  by  Mr.  NYE.  NYE  wished  to  foster  popular  credence  and  so  threatened 
disapproval  of  the  man-iage  if  Jacob  did  not  support  the  heresy  charge.  Jacob 
served  many  years  as  surveyor,  constable,  and  grand  juror.  He  gave  military 
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service  during  King  Philip's  War  (1657-77). 

One  of  Jacob  and  Mary's  six  children,  Ebenezer  BURGESS,  had 
descendants  who  went  to  Nova  Scotia  during  the  Revolutionary  War  because  of 
their  loyalty  to  England. 

Ebenezer  is  on  the  1642  juryman  list  and  was  "Able  to  Bear  Arms"  in 
1643.  He  moved  to  Sandwich  that  year  and  lived  in  the  Sagamore  section.  His 
land  stayed  in  the  family  for  200  years.  British  cannon  balls  scarred  the  family 
house  during  the  War  of  1812. 

5.  Joseph  BURGESS  was  bom  circa  1634.  He  died  in  August  1695.  Joseph 
married  Patience  FREEMAN  on  8  September  1657.  Joseph  next  married  Mary 
(STERNS)  LEARNED. 

The  BURGESS  Family  in  America 

Thomas  and  Dorothy  (PHIPPEN)  BURGESS  and  their  five  children  came 
from  England  to  Duxbury,  Massachusetts,  in  1637.  Thomas  became  a  proprietor 
soon  after  his  arrival.  In  1638  they  moved  to  Sandwich,  where  Thomas  was 
"able  to  bear  amis"  by  1643. 

Thomas  was  one  of  the  original  eleven  male  members  of  the  first 
Sandwich  (Congregational)  church.  He  was  a  town  officer  in  1645  and  he 
served  in  the  war  against  the  Narragansett  Indians  that  year.  He  was  a  deputy 
to  the  Plymouth  Colony  General  Court  from  1642  to  1668. 

The  descendants  of  Thomas  and  Dorothy  BURGESS  qualify  for 
memt)ership  in  the  Colonial  Wars,  based  on  Thomas'  role  as  a  deputy  to  the 
Plymouth  Colony  General  Court  in  June  1640,  June  1641,  August  1644,  June 
and  August  1654,  June  1660,  June  1662,  and  1668,  as  well  as  his  role  in  the 
June  and  August  1645  expedition  against  the  Narragansett  Indians. 

Thomas  died  between  April  1684,  the  date  of  his  v^ll,  and  7  February 
1684/5,  date  of  the  inventory  of  his  estate.  Dorothy  died  on  27  February  1687. 

The  v^ll  of  Thomas  BURGESS  v^s  probated  in  March  1685.  He  made 
bequeaths  to  his  dear  wife;  son  Thomas  of  Rhode  Island;  sons  John,  Jacob, 
Joseph;  son-in-law  Ezra  PERRY,  Elizabeth's  spouse,  and  to  John's  son 
Thomas. 

The  graves  of  Thomas  and  Dorothy  BURGESS  have  a  monument 
imported  from  England,  the  only  lasting  one  for  any  Pilgrims  of  the  first 
generation. 

A  notable  BURGESS  descendant  is  Ulysses  S.  GRANT. 

New  England's  First  Divorce 

Thomas  BURGESS,  Jr.  was  enrolled  to  Bear  Anns  in  1643  at  about  the 
age  of  sixteen  years.  He  was  Town  Constable  in  1654.  In  1657  he  subscribed 
to  repair  the  meeting  house  and  to  support  the  minister. 

He  married  Elizabeth,  the  daughter  of  William  BASSETT  on  8  November 
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1648.  On  10  June  1661 ,  after  thirteen  years  of  marriage  and  six  children, 
Elizabeth  was  granted  the  first  divorce  in  the  colony.  Thomas  was  not  a  faithful 
husband.  Elizabeth  BURGESS  and  her  six  children  went  to  live  with  her 
parents. 

Thomas  had  become  enamored  of  Mrs.  Lydia  GAUNT.  Their  actions  did 
not  escape  detection.  For  his  "naughtiness"  he  was  sentenced  to  be  tied  to  the 
town  whipping  post  and  given  twenty  lashes,  after  which  he  v^/as  locked  in  the 
stocks  for  two     hours.  (Stocks  were  a  frame  of  sturdy  timber  in  which  the  wrists 
and  ankles  were  clamped  straight  out  from  the  body.  Both  devices  were  in  full 
view  of  the  townspeople).  Thomas  was  later  found  guilty  of  the  same  crime  and 
received  the  same  punishment. 

The  divorce  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  was  granted  because  of  his 
"misconduct".  The  decree  gave  Elizabeth  and  the  six  children  one  third  of  his 
property  and  40  shillings  worth  of  bed  and  bedding. 

Elizabeth  later  remarried  and  moved  to  Sv\/ansea,  Massachusetts. 
Thomas  BURGESS  and  Lydia  GAUNT  eventually  were  married,  moved  to 
Rhode  Island,  and  raised  a  family. 
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•CHURCHMAN* 

Line  of  descent  into  the  Salmon  and  Azuba  (THOMAS)  BURR  line: 

Hugh  CHURCHMAN 

Ann/Anna  CHURCHMAN  married  John  ROGERS  - 1639 
Elizabeth  ROGERS  married  Nathaniel  WILLIAMS  - 1668 
John  WILLIAMS  marhed  Hannah  ROBINSON 
Silas  WILLIAMS  marned  Mary  DUNHAM  - 1737 
Silas  WILLIAMS,  Jr.  married  Lydia  PERRY  - 1760 
Lydia  WILLIAMS  man-ied  Rufus  BURR  circa  1786 
Salmon  BURR  married  Azuba  THOMAS  - 1809 

Hugh  CHURCHMAN  was  in  Essex  Court  in  Massachusetts  in  1643  for 
living  seven  to  eight  years  without  his  wife.  "Abstracts  from  Wills,  Inventories, 
Etc."  on  file  in  the  Office  of  Clerk  of  Courts,  Salem,  Massachusetts  (as  copied  by 
Ira  J.  PATCH)  noted  that  Hugh  CHURCHMAN  of  Lynn,  Massachusetts,  died  in 
April  or  May  1644.  His  will  was  dated  4  April  1640  and  mentioned  William 
WINTER,  Hugh's  daughter  Emma  HALE  and  her  husband,  and  Edward  BURT. 

Ann  CHURCHMAN,  believed  to  be  Hugh's  daughter,  was  married  at 
Weymouth,  Massachusetts,  on  16  April  1639  to  John  ROGERS.  He  was  the  son 
of  Thomas  ROGERS.  Both  men  came  over  on  the  Mayflower. 
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DEIGHTON 

Frances  DEIGHTON  (1611-1705)  married  Richard  WILLIAMS  in  1632 
Arrival  to  America:  circa  1635 

Spelled:  DIGHTON,  DYCTON,  DIETHON,  DYCHTON,  de  DYCHTON 

Line  of  Descent  in  England: 

Isabel  de  VERMANDOIS  married  William  de  WARRENNE 

Gundred  de  WARRENNE  married  Roger  de  NEWBURGH 

Valeran  de  NEWBURGH  married  Alice  de  HARCOURT 

Alice  de  NEWBURGH  married  William  MAUDUIT 

Isabel  MAUDUIT  married  William  de  BEAUCHAMP 

Walter  de  BEAUCHAMP 

Giles  de  BEAUCHAMP  married  Catherine  de  Bures  circa  1329 

John  de  BEAUCHAMP  married  Elizabeth 

William  de  BEAUCHAMP  married  Catherine  UFFLETE  circa  1414 

John  de  BEAUCHAMP  married  Margaret  FERRERS  circa  1434 

Richard  BEAUCHAMP  married  Elizabeth  STAFFORD  circa  1556 

Anne  de  BEAUCHAMP  married  Richard  LYGON 

Richard  LYGON  married  Margaret  GREVELL 

Henry  LYGON  married  Elizabeth  BERKELEY 

Elizabeth  LYGON  married  Edward  BASSETT 

Jane  BASSETT  married  John  DEIGHTON 

Frances  DEIGHTON  marhed  Richard  WILLIAMS  - 1632 

Line  of  Descent  in  America  into  the  Salmon  and  Azuba  (THOMAS)  BURR  line: 

Nathaniel  WILLIAMS  mamed  Elizabeth  ROGERS  - 1668 
John  WILLIAMS  married  Hannah  ROBINSON 
Silas  WILLIAMS  married  Mary  DUNHAM  - 1737 
Silas  WILLIAMS,  Jr.  married  Lydia  PERRY  - 1760 
Lydia  WILLIAMS  married  Rufus  BURR  -  circa  1786 
Salmon  BURR  marhed  Azuba  THOMAS  - 1809 

THE  DEIGHTON  FAMILY  IN  ENGLAND 

The  DEIGHTON  family  originated  in  Yorkshire,  England,  near  the  time  of 
the  Norman  Conquest.    In  1392  William  de  DYCHTON  was  appointed  Keeper  of 
the  Great  Seal  of  England. 

In  1050  Isabel  de  VERMANDOIS  mamed  William  de  WARENNE,  Earl  of 
Surrey.  Their  daughter,  Gundrede,  married  Roger  de  NEWBURGH.  the  Second 
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Earl  of  Warwick.  He  died  on  12  June  1 151/3. 

Roger  was  a  Crusader  and  a  son  of  Henry  de  NEWBURGH.  Henry  died 
on  20  June  1 123.  He  was  the  first  Earl  of  Warwick. 

Valeran  de  NEWBURGH  was  born  by  1 153.  He  died  on  12  December 
1204.  Valeran  was  the  fourth  Earl  of  Warwick.  He  married  Alice  HARCOURT, 
the  daughter  of  Robert  de  HARCOURT  of  Stanton-Harcourt,  County  Oxford. 

Alice's  mother,  Isabel,  was  living  in  1207/8.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Richard  de  CAMBILLE  of  Stanton  and  widow  of  John  de  LIMES!  of  Colley 
Weston,  County  Northampton. 

Alice  de  NEWBURGH,  Valeran's  daughter,  married  Baron  William 
MAUDUIT.  She  died  between  1246  and  1263.  William  died  in  April  1257.  They 
lived  at  Handslope,  Buckinghamshire. 

Isabel  MAUDIT,  William  and  Alice's  daughter,  was  buried  at  Nunnery  of 
Cokehill.  Isabel  married  William,  the  fifth  Baron  BEAUCHAMP,  of  Elmley  Castle, 
County  Worcester.  His  will  is  dated  7  January  1268/9. 

Their  son,  Walter  BEAUCHAMP  died  in  1303.  He  was  Steward  of  the 
Household  of  King  Edward  I.         Walter's  son  was  Giles  de  BEAUCHAMP.  He 
married  circa  1329  to  Catherine  de  BURES.  Giles  died  in  October  1361. 

Their  son  John  de  BEAUCHAMP  married  Elizabeth,  who  was  likely  a 
daughter  of  Sir  John  ST.  JOHN.  Elizabeth  died  circa  141 1 .  John  de 
BEAUCHAMP  died  betv^en  1378  and  1401. 

John  and  Elizabeth's  son  was  Sir  William  de  BEAUCHAMP,  of  Powyck 
and  Alcester.  He  died  before  1431  and  served  as  Constable  of  the  Castle  of 
Gloucester  and  Sheriff  of  Worcestershire  and  Gloucestershire.  Sir  Willaim 
married  Catherine,  the  daughter  of  Sir  Gerard  de  UFFLETE  before  March 
1414/5. 

Dr.  John  DEIGHTON  married  Jane,  the  daughter  of  Edward  and  Isabel 
Elizabeth  (LYGON)  BASSETT,  in  St.  Nicholas  Church,  Gloucester,  on  12  April 
1605.  Therein  is  this  inscripton,  "Here  lies  interred  the  bodies  of  John  Dighton 
of  this  city,  gent,  and  Jane  his  wife,  daughter  of  Edward  Bassett  of  Uley,  by 
whom  he  had  issue  3  sons  and  4  daughters.  He  spent  all  his  time  in  the  study  of 
chirurgery  (surgery)  and  attained  great  knowledge  therein." 

John  and  Jane's  nine  children  were: 

1 .  John  DEIGHTON  died  young. 

2.  John  DEIGHTON  was  born  on  9  April  1607.  He  mamed  Mary  ANSTYE.  John 
died  on  30  April  1676. 

3.  Jane  DEIGHTON  was  christened  on  5  April  1609.  She  married  John  LUGG. 

4.  Frances  DEIGHTON  was  baptized  on  1  March1611/12,  in  St  Nicholas,  County 
Gloucester.  She  mamed  Richard  WILLIAMS  on  1 1  February  1632  at 
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Whitcombe  Magna,  County  Gloucester. 

Richard  was  baptized  on  28  January  1607  at  Wotten-Under-Edge, 
England.  He  and  Frances  had  two  boys  baptized  in  Whitcomb  Magna  Parish, 
County  Gloucester.  They  both  died  young. 

The  LUGG  and  HAGBURNE  families  came  to  Taunton,  Massachusetts, 
with  Richard  and  Frances  WILLIAMS. 

Both  Richard  and  Frances  died  in  Taunton,  he  in  1693  and  she  in 
February  1706. 

5.  Katherine  DEIGHTON  was  married  to  Samuel  HAGBURNE.  She  died  on  29 
August  1671 .  Samuel  died  on  24  January  1643.  They  had  four  children  and 
lived  in  Roxbury,  Massachusetts. 

6.  Demaris  DEIGHTON  was  born  on  22  March  1616. 

7.  Thomas  DEIGHTON. 

8.  Mary  DEIGHTON  was  born  in  1618.  She  died  young. 

9.  Dighton  DEIGHTON,  a  son,  died  young. 

Frances  DEIGHTON  is  alleged  to  have  a  royal  line  that  takes  in  many 
countries  of  Europe.  She  is  alleged  to  be  descended  from  William  de 
HUNTINGFIELD,  a  signer  of  the  Magna  Carta;  King  Alfred  the  Great;  various 
Nordic  Kings  and  Queens;  Emperor  Charlemagne;  and  many  other  kings  and 
queens  of  early  England  and  France. 
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^DEMING* 
Arrival  to  America:  1635 
Spelled:  DEMON,  De  MING,  DEMMING. 

Deacon  John  DEMING  was  born  circa  1615,  likely  near  Salford,  Essex 
County,  England.  His  older  sister,  Elizabeth  DEMING,  married  Nathaniel 
FOOTE  in  Salford. 

John  DEMING  was  married  circa  1637  to  Honor,  the  daughter  of  Richard 
TRAT.  She  was  baptized  in  Salford  on  19  March  1615-16.  She  died  in 
November  1705. 

Honor  was  probably  the  oldest  of  ten  children,  nine  of  whom  came  with 
their  parents  to  Amenca  in  about  1637.  She  died  before  1690. 

John  DEMING  died  in  November  1705.  John  and  Honor's  children  were: 

1 .  John  DEMING  was  born  about1638.  He  married  Mary  MYGATT  on  20 
September  1657.  They  had  eight  children  and  lived  in  Wethersfield, 
Connecticut. 

John  died  on  23  January  1711-12.  Mary  died  on  5  June  1668. 

2.  Jonathan  DEMING  was  born  about  1639.  He  married  Sarah  GRAVES  on  21 
November  1660.  She  died  on  5  June  1668. 

Jonathan  married  Elizabeth  GILBERT  on  25  December  1673.  She  died 
on  3  September  1714. 

Jonathan  died  suddenly  on  8  January  1699-1700.  He  lived  in 
Weathersfield,  Connecticut,  and  had  eight  children. 

3.  Hannah  DEMING  was  bom  circa  1643.  She  married  John  BECKLY  in  1670/1. 
He  died  on  8  April  1696.  Hannah  was  living  in  1701  when  John's  estate  was 
finally  settled.  They  had  five  children. 

4.  Rachel  DEMING  was  born  circa  1644.  She  married  Captain  John  MORGAN 
on  16  November  1665.  They  lived  in  New  London  and  had  seven  children. 

After  Rachel  died  John  MORGAN  married  the  widow  Elizabeth 
WILLIAMS.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Lt.  Governor  William  JONES  of  New 
Haven.  They  lived  in  Preston,  Connecticut,  where  he  died. 

5.  Samuel  DEMING  was  bom  in  1646. 

A  1698  letter  by  the  Reverend  Henry  SMITH'S  son  Samuel,  of 
Wethersfield,  Connecticut,  gives  a  gruesome  picture  of  the  life  of  the  early 
settlers  of  New  England.  They  left  an  organized  English  life  and  in  the  New 
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World  found  themselves  "in  terror  of  our  lives  for  many  years". 

After  the  red  skin  Ye  grate  terror  of  our  lives  at  Wetherfield  and  for  many  yeares 
after  we  had  moved  to  Hadley  to  live,  was  ye  wolves.  Catamounts  were  bad 
eno'  so  was  ye  bears,  but  it  was  ye  worst.  The  noyse  of  theyre  howlling  was 
eno"  to  curdle  ye  bloode  of  ye  stoutest  and  I  have  never  seen  ye  man  yt  did  not 
shiver  at  ye  Sounde  of  a  packe  of  'em. 

Honor  DEMING's  name  is  not  amongst  the  forty-nine  petitioners  to  the 
General  cx)urt  praying  for  the  dismissal  of  the  Reverend  John  RUSSEL  from  the 
Wethersfield  pastorate.  Her  parents,  husband,  brother,  and  sister  and 
brother-in-law,  all  signed  the  petition. 

On  13  February  1668  Honor's  father  willed  "my  great  bible  to  my  daugher 
Honor  Demon". 
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*DUNHAM* 

Spelled:  DONHAM,  DONHAME,  DUNHAMES,  DUHAME,  DAMAN 
THE  DUNHAM  FAMILY  IN  ENGLAND 

Rychart  DUNHAM  WAS  born  in  1294.  He  lived  in  Devonshire  where 
people  raised  sheep  and  manufactured  woolen  materials  that  were  traded  in 
Spain. 

Rychert  was  engaged  in  extensive  trade  with  Spain  and  Europe.  He 
became  wealthy  and  bought  a  large  estate  in  Beaminster,  Somerset  County, 
England. 

His  son,  Robert  DUNHAM,  was  born  in  Devonshire  in  1318.  Robert  had 
two  sons:  Geoffryde  and  John.  The  family  moved  to  Norfolkshire  where  they 
founded  the  towns  of  Norwich  and  Great  Dunham. 

Robert  had  a  daughter  Elizabeth,  born  in  1345.  She  remained  in 
Devonshire  and  became  her  grandfather's  heiress. 

Elizabeth  DUNHAM  married  Sir  John  MALTRVERS  and  later  Humphrey 
STAFFORD.  He  was  known  as  the  "Silver  Hand"  and  was  the  sheriff  of  Dorset 
and  Sommersetshires. 

Another  of  Robert's  sons,  Robert,  was  born  in  1348.  The  younger  Robert 
also  stayed  in  Devonshire.  He  man-ied  Elizabeth  MARYUGE  of  Danby  where 
their  son  Gregoire  was  born  in  1 382. 

Gregoire's  son  Robert  v\«s  bom  in  1430.  He  married  Margaret,  the 
daughter  of  Sir  Humphrey  STAFFORD. 

Robert's  brother,  John,  was  a  Devonshire  squire  in  1459.  He  joined  the 
Yorkist  Cause  against  King  Henry  II  and  made  enemies  by  anresting  Lord  Rivers, 
General  of  the  opposing  forces. 

John  DUNHAM  crossed  the  sea  at  night.  He  reached  Sandwich,  England, 
on  a  dark  winter  morning  soon  after  Christmas.  He  seized  Lord  River  in  his  bed, 
took  the  best  ships  in  the  harbor,  and  transported  Lord  River  and  son  to  Calais. 
The  royal  forces  were  ultimately  defeated  on  2  July  1460. 

Prior  to  this  time,  the  DUNHAMs  had  been  strong  supporters  of  the 
Established  Church  of  England.  This  changed  with  Thomas  DUNHAM'S 
marriage  to  Elizabeth  WENTWORTH  ofScrooby,  the  center  of  the  Puritan  group. 

Line  of  Descent  in  England: 

Thomas  DUNHAM  was  born  in  Scrooby,  England  in  1560. 

John  DUNHAM  married  Abigail  WOOD  on  17  October  1619  in  Leyden.  They 

both  died  in  Plymouth. 

Line  of  Descent  in  America  to  Salmon  and  Azuba  Burr  line: 
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John  DUNHAM,  born  in  Plymouth  in  1636/7  mamed  Mercy  MORTON 

John  DUNHAM,  Jr.  married  Mary  SMITH,  daughter  of  the  Reverend  John  SMITH 

John  and  Mary  DUNHAM'S  children  were: 

1.  Thomas  DUNHAM  was  bom  on  25  December  1680. 

2.  John  DUNHAM  was  born  on  18  May  1682. 

3.  Ebenezer  DUNHAM  was  born  on  17  April  1684. 

4.  Desire  DUNHAM  was  born  on  10  December  1685.  She  marhed  Samuel 
STETSON  of  Scituate,  Massachusetts  on  11  March  1712/3. 

5.  Elisha  DUNHAM  was  born  on  1  September  1687.  He  married  Temperance 
STEWART  and  lived  in  Mansfield,  Connecticut. 

6.  Mercy  DUNHAM  was  born  on  10  June  1689.  She  man^ied  Samuel  STETSON 
in  December  1721. 

7.  Benjamin  DUNHAM  was  born  on  20  June  1691. 

John  DUNHAM  was  a  member  of  Plymouth  Church.  He  was  not  an 
original  proprietor.  He  bought  three  acres  at  Hernng  Brook  from  Thomas 
BOWMAN,  Jr. 
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EDSON 

Samuel  EDSON  (1612-1692)  married  Susanna  ORCUTT  (1618-1699)  circa 
1637 

Arrived  at  Salem,  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony,  in  July  1638 

Line  of  Descent  to  Salmon  and  Azuba  BURR  line: 

Thomas  EDSON  married  Juliana  BUSTARD 
Richard  EDSON  married  Agnes 
Thomas  EDSON  married  Ellen 
Thomas  EDSON  married  Elizabeth  CAPSON  - 1596 
Samuel  EDSON  married  Susanna  ORCUTT  - 1638 
James  KEITH  married  Susannah  EDSON  - 1668 
Ephraim  HAYWARD  married  Mary  KEITH  - 1689 
John  BURR  married  Silence  HAWARD  - 1722 
Seth  BURR  married  Charity  PACKARD  - 1753 
Rufus  BURR  man-ied  Lydia  WILLIAMS  circa  1789 
Salmon  BURR  married  Azuba  THOMAS  - 1890 

The  EDSON  Family  in  England 

Thomas  EDSON  was  born  about  1480  in  Adderbury,  County  of  Oxford, 
England.  He  married  Juliana,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (FOX) 
BUSTARD  of  Adderbury.  Thomas  and  Juliana's  children  were  Richard  and 
Margaret  EDSON.    Richard  EDSON  married  a  woman  named  Agnes.  Richard 
was  a  prosperous  yeoman.  He  died  in  Fillongley,  Warwickshire,  England,  and 
was  buried  in  the  All 
Saints  Churchyard  in  1557. 

Richard  and  Agnes'  children  were:  Christiana,  Anna  and  Thomas 
EDSON.  Thomas  was  also  a  wealthy  yeoman.  He  married  a  woman  named 
Ellen.  They  had 

five  children:  Elizabeth  (born  in  1562),  Nicholas  (born  in  1565),  Richard  (born  in 
1568,  Thomas  (born  in  1572,  and  William  (born  in  1576). 

The  younger  Thomas  EDSON  married  Elizabeth  CAPSON  in  Fillongley 
on  1  November  1596.  They  had  seven  children  including:  William  (born  in 
1598),  Anna  (born  in  1602),  and  Samuel  EDSON  (baptized  in  September  1613). 

Samuel  EDSON  married  Susannah  ORCUTT  in  1638.  They  sailed  for  the 
New  World  shortly  after  their  wedding  and  reached  Salem,  Massachusetts  in 

mid-July. 

Samuel  applied  for  a  site  for  a  home  and  for  crops.  The  Town  Book  notes 
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that  he  was  "intertayned  to  be  an  inhabitand  within  this  towne,  and  halfe  an 
acre  is  graunted  him  neer  Catt  Cove  and  5  acres  more  for  plantinge  ground." 

The  homes  were  one  room  log  cabins,  chinked  between  the  logs  with 
chips  and  clay.  Food  was  cooked  at  the  fireplace.  Flooring  was  installed  under 
the  roof,  about  halfway  toward  the  far  wall.  This  floor  was  reached  by  ladder  and 
provided  sleeping  space. 

Samuel  and  Susanna  EDSON  lived  in  Salem  in  1639.  They  later  moved 
to  the  Duxbury  Plantation  (now  West  Bridgewater,  Massachusetts)  as  one  of 
fifty-six  "original  proprietors."  They  received  a  grant  of  fourteen 
square  miles.  This  land  was  purchased  from  Chief  Massasoit  for  '7  coats,  9 
hatchets,  8  hoes,  20  knives,  4  moose  skins,  ten  and  one-half  yards  of  cotton." 

The  deed  was  made  on  23  March  1649.  The  committee  signed  their 
names,  Massasoit  made  his  mark,  a  closed  hand  with  the  forefinger  straight 
down. 

Bridgewater  was  first  known  as  Nippenicket,  and  later  as  Nuncketest, 
Nunckety,  or  Unkety.  Nippenicket  was  the  first  interior  settlement  in  the  "Old 
Colony."  The  settlement  served  as  common  protection  from  the  Indians  and 
provided  help  at  times  of  illness  or  childbirth. 

Samuel  EDSON  died  on  19  July  1692  at  about  the  age  of  eighty-eight 
years.  Susanna  died  on  28  February  1699.  She  was  eighty-one  years-old. 

Samuel  and  Susanna  had  eight  children.  Their  first  six  children  were 
bom  in  Salem  and  the  last  two  were  bom  in  Duxbury  Plantation,  Colony  of  New 
Plymouth. 

1 .  Susanna  EDSON  was  bom  in  1640.  She  married  the  Reverend  James  KEITH 
on  3  May  1668.  Her  father  gave  a  solid  silver  communion  service  to  the 
Bridgewater  church  on  the  day  of  her  wedding.  The  service  is  now  in  the  care  of 
the  Old  Bridgewater  Historical  Society. 

Susanna  and  James  KEITH'S  home  was  still  standing  and  occupied  as  of 
1969.  James'  first  sermon  v\/as  given  from  a  rock  in  a  pasture  near  Town  River. 
He  and  the  other  residents  were  Puritans. 

2.  Sarah  EDSON  v/as  bom  about  1641 .  She  man-ied  John,  the  son  of  John  and 
Alice  DEAN.  Sarah's  husband  was  born  about  1639  and  was  the  first  white  child 
born  in  Taunton. 

3.  Elizabeth  EDSON  was  bom  about  1643.  She  married  Richard,  the  son  of 
Nicholas  PHILLIPS  of  Weymouth. 

4.  Samuel  EDSON  (Jr.)  was  born  about  1645.  He  married  Susanna,  the 
daughter  of  Nicholas  and  Susanna  (SHAW)  BYRAM. 

5.  Mary  EDSON  was  bom  about  1647.  She  married  Nicholas,  the  son  of 
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Nicholas  and  Susanna  (SHAW)  BYRAM  on  10  September  1676. 

6.  Joseph  EDSON  was  born  about  1649.  He  died  circa  1712. 

7.  Josiah  EDSON  was  born  in  1651 .  He  married  Elizabeth,  the  daughter  of  John 
and  Alice  DEAN,  in  Taunton.  Deacon  Josiah  EDSON  was  representative  to  the 
General  Court  at  New  Plymouth  1691,  and  to  Boston  1692,  1698,  1699,  and 
1714.  In  1694  he  served  as  the  first  sergeant  of  the  town  military  company 
1694.  Josiah  was  also  a  selectman  from  1715  to  1729.  Josiah  willed  a  large 
estate  to  his  nephew  and  namesake,  Josiah  and  his  wife,  Sarah,  and  their 
children,  on  condition  they  care  for  him  and  his  wife  during  their  lifetime. 

8.  Bethiah  EDSON  was  born  in  1653.  She  married  Ezra,  the  son  of  Walter  and 
Eleanor  (STRONG)  DEAN. 

Samuel  EDSON  died  on  19  July  1692.  Elizabeth  (CAPSON)  EDSON  died 
in  1653. 

Samuel  purchased  two  saw  mills  and  other  property  located  in  West 
Bridgewater.  He  eventually  became  a  large  land  owner.  His  homestead  was 
situated  about  500  feet  south  of  Town  River. 

As  a  public  service  he  erected  a  grist  mill  in  West  Bridgewater.  The  iron 
machinery  for  this  came  from  England.  The  millstones  were  quan-ied  nearby.  In 
appreciation  Samuel  was  presented  with  some  of  the  town  land.  The  mill  stones 
are  now  in  a  place  of  honor  in  the  beautiful  Memorial  Park  on  Town  River  in 
West  Bridgewater. 

Samuel  EDSON  held  many  public  offices,  by  election  and  by 
appointment.  He  was  admitted  a  Freeman  in  1657.  The  Council  of  War,  in 
session  at  New  Plymouth,  appointed  Samuel  and  two  others,  with  the 
commissioned  military  officers  of  the  town,  as  the  Bridgewater  Council  of  War  in 
1667.  England  was  at  war  with  the  Dutch  and  the  French.  The  colonists  felt  it 
wise  to  be  prepared.  Samuel  and  his  tvy/o  brothers  also  served  in  King  Philip's 

war. 

Samuel  served  five  times  as  a  juryman  on  important  court  trials  at 
New  Plymouth,  the  seat  of  government.  He  was  elected  as  a  town  selectman 
nine  times  between  1676  and  1686.  He  was  a  deacon  of  the  Puhtan  Church, 
and  a  prominent  leader  in  community  affairs.  He  was  memorialized  by  a  bronze 
tablet  in  the  Town  Park. 
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'EELLS* 

Samuel  EELLS,  Esquire,  married  Anna  LENTHAL  before  1705 

Spelled:  EILS,  ELLIS,  ELEMS,  EALES,  EELS,  EILES,  ELLMS 

Line  of  Descent  into  Salmon  and  Azuba  BURR  line: 

Samuel  EELLS  married  Anna  LENTHAL  before  1705 
Mary  EELLS  married  Seth  WILLIAMS  in  1738 
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Samuel  EELLS  married  Anna,  the  daughter  of  the  Reverend  Robert 
William  WETHERELL.  They  had  nine  children. 

1.  Sarah  EELLS  was  born  in  1705.  She  married  Benjamin,  the  son  of  Thomas 
TURNER. 

2.  Samuel  EELLS  was  born  in  1706.  He  married  Hannah  WETHERELL 

3.  John  EELLS  was  born  in  1709.  He  married  Abiah  WATERMAN  in  1730  and 
they  lived  fifty  rods  east  of  his  father.  John  and  Abiah  had  a  son  named 
Waterman  EELLS. 

4.  Nathaniel  EELLS  was  bom  in  1710.  He  earned  a  degree  at  Harvard  College 
in  1728.  He  was  ordained  pastor  of  Stonington,  Connecticut,  in  1733.  The 
same  year  he  married  Mercy,  the  daughter  of  the  Honorable  John  CUSHING. 

5.  Edward  EELLS  was  born  in  1712.  He  took  a  degree  from  Harvard  in  1723. 

6.  Hannah  EELLS  v^s  bom  in  1714.  She  married  Anthony  EAMES  of 
Marshfield. 

7.  Mary  EELLS  was  bom  in  1716.  She  married  Seth  WILLIAMS  of  Taunton. 

8.  North  EELLS  was  bom  in  1718.  He  married  Ruth  TILDEN  in  1741. 
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Appendix 

Selected  BURR  Family  Descendancies 

1.  John  BURR 


Birth  Date: 
Death  Date: 
Death  Place: 

Spouse: 
Birth  Date: 
Birth  Place: 
Death  Date: 


6  Jan  1660 
8Dec1716 

Massachusetts 

Mary  Warren 

1664/1665 

Hingham,  Massachusetts 

5Jun1742 


Marriage  Date: 
Marriage  Place: 

Children:        John 


24  Dec  1685 

Hingham,  Massachusetts 


1.1  John  BURR  Reverend 


Birth  Date: 
Birth  Place: 
Death  Date: 
Death  Place: 


24Jun1695 

Plymouth,  Massachusetts 

16  May  1777 

Plymouth,  Massachusetts 


Spouse:         Silence  HOWARD 

Birth  Date:     3Jun1705 

Birth  Place:    Bridgewater,  Plymouth,  Massachusetts 

Death  Date:  6  May  1733 

Death  Place:  Bridge\A^ter,  Plymouth,  Massachusetts 

Spouse  Father:         Ephraim  HOWARD  Lt.  ( 1 667-1 750) 

Spouse  Mother:        Mary  KEITH  ( 1 668-1 760) 


Marriage  Date: 
Marriage  Place: 

Children:        Seth 

1.1.1  Seth  BURR 


7  Nov  1722 

Bridgewater,  Plymouth,  Massachusetts 
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Birth  Date:     7  Apr  1734 

Birth  Place:    Bridgewater,  Plymouth,  Massachusetts 

Death  Date:   Before  4  Jul  1797 

Death  Place:  (Bridgewater),  Plymouth,  Massachusetts 

Spouse:         Charity  PACKARD 

Birth  Date:     25  Feb  1733 

Birth  Place:    Bridgewater,  Plymouth,  Massachusetts 

Spouse  Father:         Samuel  PACKARD  (1707-) 

Spouse  Mother:        Susanna  KINSLEY 

Marriage  Date:         3  May  1 753 

Children:        Rufus 

1.1.1.1  Rufus  BURR 


Birth  Date:     29  Dec  1766 

Birth  Place:    Bridgewater,  Plymouth,  Massachusetts 

Death  Date:  After  1830 

Death  Place:  Rutland,  Vermont 

Spouse:         Lydia\Ledia  WILLIAMS 

Birth  Date:     27  Nov  1761 

Birth  Place:    Easton,  Bristol,  Massachusetts 

Death  Date:  After  1830 

Death  Place:  Rutland,  Vermont 

Spouse  Father:         Silas  WILLIAMS  (1 739-1 770) 

Spouse  Mother:        Lydia  PERRY  (1740-1815) 

Marriage  Date:         About  1786 

Children:        Salmon 

1.1.1.1.1  Salmon  BURR 


Birth  Date:     5  May  1788 

Birth  Place:    Easton,  Bristol,  Massachusetts 

Death  Date:  23  Nov  1853 
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Death  Place:  Darien,  Genesee,  New  York 

Spouse:         Azuba  THOMAS 

Birth  Date:     2  Feb  1791 

Birth  Place:    Massachusetts 

Death  Date:  25  May  1871 

Death  Place:  Darien,  Genesee,  New  York 

Spouse  Father:        William  THOMAS  (1759-1834) 

Spouse  Mother:        Mary  TOWNE  ( 1 770-1 848) 

Marriage  Date:         20  Jul  1809 

Mamage  Place:        Dana,  Worcester,  Massachusetts 

Children:        Adeline 
Mary  (Ida) 
Ansel  THOMAS 
Hosea  Stiles 
Benjamin  Franklin 
Julia 
Lorenzo 
Martha  Lavina 
Lorenzo  Delos 

1.1.1.1.1.1  Adeline  BURR 


Birth  Date:     About  1810 

Birth  Place:    East  Clarendon,  Rutland,  Vermont 

Death  Place:  Vermont 

1.1.1.1.1.2  Mary  (Ida)  BURR 


Birth  Date:     About  1811 

Birth  Place:    East  Clarendon,  Rutland,  Vermont 

Spouse:         lra\Joseph  GATES 

Children:        Adeline 
Helen 
Mayton 

1.1.1.1.1.2.1  Adeline  GATES 
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1.1.1.1.1.2.2  Helen  GATES 


1.1.1.1.1.2.3  Mayton  GATES 


1.1.1.1.1.3  Ansel  THOMAS  BURR 


Birth  Date:      1812 

Birth  Place:    East  Clarendon,  Rutland,  Vermont 

Death  Date:   1888 

Spouse:         Deademia  THOMAS 
Death  Date:   1857 

Children:        Warren  P. 
Mary  L. 
Miranda 

1.1.1.1.1.3.1  Warren  P.  THOMAS 


1.1.1.1.1.3.2  Mary  L.THOMAS 


1.1.1.1.1.3.3  Miranda  THOMAS 


1.1.1.1.1.4  Hosea  Stiles  BURR 


Birth  Date:     About  1814 

Birth  Place:    East  Clarendon,  Rutland,  Vermont 
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Spouse:         Laura  MONTGOMERY 
1 . 1 . 1 . 1 . 1 .5a  Benjamin  Franklin  BURR* 


Birth  Date:     20Jul1816 

Birth  Place:    Darien,  Genesee,  New  York 

Death  Date:   1 8  Apr  1 894 

Death  Place:  Hurley,  Turner,  South  Dakota 

Spouse:         Sophia  OLNEY 

Other  spouses:        Nancy  A.  BARNARD 

1.1.1.1.1.5b  Benjamin  Franklin  BURR* 


(See  above) 

Spouse:         Nancy  A.  BARNARD 

Birth  Date:     18Jun1820 

Birth  Place:    LEE,  Oneida,  New  York 

Death  Date:  4  May  1888 

Death  Place:  Ellenboro,  Grant,  Wisconsin 

Spouse  Father:         Lemuel  BARNARD  ( 1 795-1 855) 

Spouse  Mother:        Catherine  SMITH  ( 1 801  -1 890) 

Marriage  Date:         1  Apr  1 846 
Marriage  Place:        New  York 

Children:        William  Durban 

Other  spouses:         Sophia  OLNEY 

1. 1.1. 1.1. 5b.  1  William  Durban  BURR 


Birth  Date:     9  Dec  1852 

Birth  Place:    Turtle  Creek,  Rock,  Wisconsin 

Death  Date:   20  Mar  1931 

Death  Place:  Lancaster,  Wisconsin 

Spouse:         Ida  Alice  NICHOLS 
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Birth  Date:     2  Oct  1861 

Birth  Place:    Ulster,  New  York 

Death  Date:  27  Jun1947 

Death  Place:  Millville,  Grant,  Wisconsin 

Spouse  Father:         LEONARD  NICHOLS  (1 832-1 880) 

Spouse  Mother:        Elizabeth  BELL  (-1870) 

Marriage  Date:         2  May  1 883 

Marriage  Place:        Ellenboro,  Grant,  Wisconsin 

Children:        Florence  Gertrude 

1 . 1 . 1 . 1 . 1 .5b.  1 . 1  Florence  Gertrude  BURR 


Birth  Date:      16  Feb  1892 

Birth  Place:    Ellenboro,  Grant,  Wisconsin 

Death  Date:   19  Mar  1968 

Death  Place:  Lancaster,  Wisconsin 

1.1.1.1.1.6  Julia  BURR 


Birth  Date:     About  1818 

Birth  Place:    Darien,  Genesee,  New  York 

Death  Date:  Jun  1904 

Death  Place:  Darien,  Genesee,  New  York 

Spouse:         William  PIERCE 

1.1.1.1.1.7  Lorenzo  BURR 


Birth  Place:    Darien,  Genesee,  New  York 
1.1.1.1.1.8  Martha  Lavina  BURR 


Birth  Place:    Darien,  Genesee,  New  York 
1.1.1.1.1.9  Lorenzo  Delos  BURR 


118 


Birth  Date:      1827 

Birth  Place:    Danen,  Genesee,  New  York 

Death  Date:   1902 

Death  Place:  Darien,  Genesee,  New  York 

Spouse:         Mary  BUTTOLPH 
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